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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE COUNCIL of the R.I.B.A. has set up a small committee 
to see how best to implement the recommendations in the 
recent report on private architectural practice which advocate 
greater participation by private architects in public and local 
authority works of architecture and planning. p. 522 


THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL have now approved a 
scheme for the development of three more sites at Princes-way 
and Wimbledon Park Side, S.W. p. 526 


A LETTER from the Chairman of the Centenary Appeal Com- 
mittee of the Architects’ Benevolent Society makes reference 
to a proposal to erect and endow cottages for beneficiaries at 
a cost of £50,000. ps 358 


IN THE VIEW of Mr. H. P. Hobbs, president of the R.I.C.S., 
a possible solution to the many problems involved in the registra- 
tion of his profession may, perhaps, be found in the registration 
of only certain sections of the profession. p. 538 


BY THE DEATHS during the week of Mr. Anthony Peyman 
and Mr. F. E. Drury, building education and apprenticeship 
have lost two men who made great personal contributions to 
these important subjects. p. 541 


“THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


THE WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL SITE 


THE proposal to build a huge block of government offices, 

far higher and more massive than the building it will 
supplant, has quite properly aroused a storm of protest. 
In the “County of London Plan, 1943,” the area around 
Westminster Abbey and the Houses of Parliament is described 
as the heart of the Commonwealth. It is included in a 
Westminster precinct which is to be relieved of through traffic. 
Nevertheless these places of assembly are themselves foci of 
traffic, particularly on ceremonial occasions, and therefore the 
need for a dignified and spacious environment is stressed. The 
hospital site lies between the west end of the Abbey and the 
Central Hall, and, in the County of London Plan, part of it is 
included in a small square. 

The Government now proposes to build, over the whole site, 
a building which will dominate the Abbey. It is quite clear 
that it would add much to the dignity of the heart of the Common- 
wealth if the whole site could be left open. If, however, for 
cash reasons, which have little bearing on this sacred spot, it is 
held that only the square proposed in the County of London 
Plan can be saved, at least no building can be tolerated on the 
rest of the site which would diminish the solemn supremacy of 
the Abbey. 

This proposal to secure a proper setting for and provide an 
adequate approach to the ceremonial entrance at the west end 
of the Abbey, stands on its own merits. There is, therefore, no 
reason why, as has been suggested, its realisation should in any 
way obstruct advantage being taken of the opportunity afforded 
by the approaching demolition of houses in Abingdon-street, 
to improve the view of the Henry VII Chapel and the Henry III 
Chapter House, at the East end. 

It can be hoped that the Government will be willing to think 
again, and if it does it will be forgiven. But an important lesson 
to be learnt from its proposal to build a large block of offices 
on the Westminster Hospital site is the danger of government 
immunity from its own Town and Country Planning Act, 
an immunity which enables it to ride roughshod over the Local 
Planning Authority, in this case no less a body than the London 
County Council. 


ARCHITECTURE AND POLITICS 


THE letter which appears in our correspondence columns 

over the signature of Mr. Winston Walker on the subject 
of politics at the Architectural Association is one which not 
members only but the educational world also will find disturb- 
ing. Briefly, we gather, Mr. Walker alleges that associated with 
the A.A. School there are a number of Communists to whose 
presence he objects on two grounds—first, that since Communism 
can be built in this country only on the wreckage of a demo- 
cratic ideal, their presence is an affront to those A.A. members 
who died in the war; and second, that political views are likely 
to interfere with pure architectural zsthetism, and so the work 
of the School must eventually deteriorate. In his letter Mr. 
Walker refers to the A.A. meetings as being ‘* domestic affairs” ; 
that ts true, but since the Association is over 100 years old and 
well on the way to being a national institution, its affairs are 
of public interest. 

It is not clear whether it is the Council, students or staff, or 
all three. to whom reference is intended. There is, of course, 
a Communist society at the A.A., as also other students’ political 
and religious groups, though it is to be noted that it is not usual 
for such student societies to meet in official premises. But 
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membership of such groups has been and, we hope, will always 
be a necessary part of student or undergraduate life; it is a part, 
and by no means the least part, of a process of arriving at 
mature and independent thought. 

The presence of Communists or fellow travellers on a teaching 
staff would, however, be regarded by most people as a different 


matter. Unlike other political creeds, Communism seeks to 
overthrow the constitution and its adherents are pledged to 
spread the creed; the governing body of any teaching establish- 
ment having in its charge the education of young men and 
women has a duty to ensure, in so far as lies within its power, 
that they are not taught in an atmosphere in which politics, 
and especia!ly Communism, could be admixed with general or 
technical learning: that duty is owed to the parents, the estab- 
lishment itself and, not least, to the students. 

If this premise be accepted, the Council of the A.A. has a 
plain duty to perform, to establish or disprove the truth of the 
allegation, in justice to the Association and in fairness to the 
general body of the staff. In stating this, we do not under- 
estimate the difficulties with which it will be faced; the onus of 
proof will be on it, and it would be of little use to remove any 
particular figures who are known to belong to the Communist 
party if shadow figures are left behind. The mantle of the 
martyr also is easily assumed by those against whom action is 
taken or threatened. 

It is sometimes well to remember that the best answer to 
Communism, or any other “ism,” is to bring young and in- 
quiring minds into contact with people who exemplify the British 
way of life at its richest and best, and one step the Council of the 
Association might consider taking would be to review the policy 
of the School and decide whether it is going to pursue the aim 
of an internationalism in architectural design or revert, as many 
members would like to see it, to being a school of British archi- 
tecture, staffed as a natural consequence by British architects. 
In saying this we cast no reflection on the loyalty or the ability 
of the various foreign members of the present teaching staff. 

Whatever course the Council may follow, Mr. Walker has 
done service to the Association by bringing into the open a 
matter which has been causing much uneasiness not only inside 
the Association but, we believe, in the outside world. 


THE A.B.S. LOOKS FORWARD 


WHEN any society or organisation reaches the ripe age of 

one hundred years, it may be forgiven for leaning back 
in its chair, so to speak, and surveying the past century, before 
turning to the consideration of the future. 


The Architects’ 
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Benevolent Society, which on Monday next completes its first 
hundred years of charitable work, can rightly take some pride 
in what it has done for members of the architectural profession 
and their widows and children to whom it has distributed over 
£130,000. Not only has it given grants and made pensions which 
last year amounted to £5,000 (in 1845 it was £10), but it has 
done so with a nicety of discretion and in a manner which has 
fully interpreted the meaning of benevolence ; the aged sick 
and those in personal want have been helped, grants to meet 
sudden emergencies and for education and training have been 
given and, as one example of the elasticity which a private 
benevolent society can maintain throughout its work, much 
good and unobtrusive help was given at the end of the war to a 
number of young architects who had contracted tuberculosis 
as a result of war conditions. 

While we who admire the work of the Society and its devoted 
Secretary, Miss Solly, may look back upon a great record, the 
Society itself is looking forward, and has taken the wise and 
courageous decision to establish a group of separate cottages 
for elderly people who live in uncomfortable rooms, insecure 
and unwanted. For these extra money is not all they require ; 
their outstanding need, as the President, Mr. Graham Henderson, 
has put it, is “‘ independent homes in which they can live behind 
their own front door, surrounded with their own furniture, in 
peace and security.” This ambitious scheme will cost £50,000 
to build and endow ; it is a lot of money, but its raising should 
be within the powers of the profession. Mr. Foster’s suggestion 
(made in our correspondence columns) that collections might 
be organised on an office basis has much to commend it. En- 
thusiasm and hard work will be required in any case, but with 
over 15,000 architects and many thousands more of architec- 
tural assistants, the thing should be done. 

To lend additional interest, the R.I.B.A. is proposing to hold 
an exhibition of homes and housing for old people in the New 
Year, and a further suggestion which we have heard unofficiall) 
is that an architectural competition’should be held for designs 
for the buildings proposed. As a solution to the planning of the 
scheme, and as a contribution to thought on the general subject 
of old people’s homes, the proposal would, we believe, be 
received with approval. 

These proposals, however, are supplementary only to the main 
question of raising the funds necessary to enable any progress 
to be made. The President’s appeal (which has gone out to all 
architects) and Mr. Foster’s letter point to a need to which every 
member of the profession will wish to respond as generously 
as lies within his power. We shall hope to publish lists of dona- 
tions to show the progress of the appeal. 











NOTES AND NEWS 


““Wrencote House,” Croydon 


ISCUSSION in local circles whether 
Wrencote, an early eighteenth-century 
house in Croydon, was designed by Wren or 
by Vanbrugh is, for the moment, over- 
shadowed by the fact that the Corporation 
is considering demolition of this most in- 
teresting house. The “Friends of Wrencote 
House” have been formed to protect the 
building and to find a proper use for it, and 
in their report quote The Builder of 30 years 
ago as saying: ‘“ Nowhere could one find a 
more characteristic and beautiful small 
town house. . . .” The S.P.A.B. have sur- 
veyed and reported on the house, which, 
they think, would justify purchase and 
restoration as a business proposition alone. 
We hope that public opinion in Croydon 
and elsewhere will support the “ Friends.” 
Research into the question of the designer 
has been conducted by Mr. Ivor G. Foster, 
A.R.I.B.A., who inclines to the belief that 
Sir John Vanbrugh was the architect and 
































that Henry Joynes was resident surveyor 
under him. 


Private Architects and Official Work 


THE REPORT of the R.I.B.A. committee 
appointed to consider the present and future 
of private architectural practice, recom- 
mended the Council to approach the repre- 
sentative bodies of central and_ local 
Government architects and planning officers 
with the purpose of establishing broad guid- 
ing principles on the participation of private 
architects in the fields of design and 
consultancy on works of an architectural or 
town planning nature. The Council of the 
R.I.B.A. has now set up a small sub- 
committee to see how best the recommenda- 
tions may be implemented. 


A.A. Excursion 1951 


THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION annual 
excursion next year will be to Italy, from 
March 30 to April 15. Milan, Genoa, Pisa, 
Siena, Florence, Ravenna, Padua, Venice, 
Gardone and Como will be visited. The 
cost, depending upon method of travel (air 


or rail and first- or second-class hotels) 
varies between £78 and £49. Reservations 
(provisional) should be made with the 
Secretary at 34, Bedford-square, W.C.1, by 
December 1. 


Progress of the New Towns 


Miss Honor BALFouR will give a talk 
entitled “ Watching a Town Grow” in the 
““ Special Correspondent ” series on Novem- 
ber 29 in the B.B.C. home service pro- 
gramme. Miss Balfour has been watching 
the development of the two new towns of 
Harlow and Hemel Hempstead. Hemel 
Hempstead was already a town of some 
20,000 people and the plan is to expand it 
to a town of from 60,000-80,000 inhabitants. 
It is planned to build Harlow on the same 
scale, but the problem there is different, for 
it was a much smaller place to begin with. a 
village community numbering about 4,000 
only. 


R.LB.A. Assistant Secretary 


THE Roya INSHTUTE OF BRITISH ARCHI- 
TECTS invite applications for the appointment 
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of an Assistant Secretary, with particular 
responsibility for.matters concerning rela- 
tions with the Press, public, professional 
societies and other organisations and with 
foreign visitors. Applicants with or without 
architectural qualifications will be considered. 
The salary offered-is £750—£1,000 according 
to qualifications. Forms of application and 
full details are available on request to the 
Secretary, 66, Portland-place, London, W.1. 


How to Live ? 


EVERY ARCHITECT must occasionally feel 
prompted to tell himself that there is only 
one real reason why he does not produce 
the most perfect of perfect buildings. And 
that is—people and their unchangeable 
habits. At the moment housing architects, 
more than any others, probably remind 
themselves most frequently of this fact. By 
“ perfect” they also mean “economical.” It 
may be that more economical housing could 
be designed if tenants were more adaptable to 
new ideas in their way of living. 

The question is, however, whether it is a 
good principle to ask people to alter their 
old habits in this respect and whether, if they 
did, they would be happy. Also to be con- 


sidered is the not unimportant matter of 


THE BUILDER 





what sort of changes they should make to 
conform to the architect’s requirements. The 
subject of the tenant’s response to new ideas 
in his mode of living will be discussed by 
architectural students of the Regent-street 
Polytechnic and members of the Junior 
Organisation of the Society of Housing Man- 
agers at a Housing Centre meeting on 
November 28. 7 


Brazilian Architecture Essay Prize 

THE Councit of the Anglo-Brazilian 
Society, in conjunction with the R.I.B.A., 
has extended to March 31 next the closing 
date for the £50 prize offered for an essay 
on Architecture in Brazil. Particulars 
obtainable from the Society at 31 Palace-st., 
London, S.W.1. 


Poster Competition 

IN ORDER to ensure a high standard of 
posters in the immediate vicinity of the 
South Bank Exhibition, the Festival of 
Britain authorities have decided, after con- 
sultation with the appropriate associations, 
to arrange an open poster competition. The 
competition will be for outdoor 16-sheet 
posters, new or not displayed before January 
1, 3956. Fifteen 16-sheet sites in York- 









A WAREHOUSE AT LIVERPOOL. Shown above is the elevation to the Joynson Warehouse 
in Grundy-street, designed 
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by Mr. A. Neville Holt, F.R.L.B.A., and recently completed. 
Some further details are on page 548 
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road, S.E.1, which face the South Bank Exhi- 
bition and are owned by the British Trans- 
port Commission, have been reserved for 
this competition and will be available for 
renting, one each to the fifteen winning 
competitors. An independent board of 
judges is being set up, the names of whom 
will be announced in due course. 


Architect’s Estate 


Mr. J. A. Perry, of Compton Lodge, near 
Banbury, formeriy of Birmingham, archi- 
tect, left £24,468. 


COMING EVENTS 
Monday, November 27 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (LONDON BRANCH 
JUNIOR SECTION).—A Mock Arbitration. 98, Gloucester- 
place, London, W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

TIMBER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION.—‘ Brains trust ” 
on timber. Garons’ Hotel, Southend. 7.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 28 

R.I.B.A.—Discussion on reports of the Anglo-American 
Productivity Building Team and the Working Party. 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

L.M.B.A. (SOUTHERN AREA).—Luncheon meeting at 
which speaker will be Mr. G. H. A. Hughes, Director, 
L.M.B.A. Café Royal, North End, Croydon. Luncheon, 
1 p.m. 

HousING CENTRE.—Students’ discussion on housing 
and tenant’s dwelling habits. 13, Suffolk-street, Hay- 
market, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
(ScoTTISH _BRANCH).—** Domestic Hot-Water Heating,” 
by Dr. J. C. Weston, B.Sc. Engineering Centre, 351, 
Sauchiehall-street, Glasgow, C.3. 6.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 29 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. — “ Background to 
Modern Hospital Architecture,” by Dr. René Saud and 
Mr. Richard Llewelyn Davies, A.R.I.B.A. 36, Bedford- 
square, W.C.1. 8 p.m. 

MINISTRY OF Works.—‘‘ Some Mechanical Aids De- 
veloped for Building,” by Mr. K. G. H. Fryer. Mayfield 
Hall, Pelham-road, Gravesend. 7.15 p.m. 

Royat Society OF ArtTs.—‘‘ Cities Without Noise,” 
by Rt. Hon. Lord Horder. R.S.A., John Adam-street, 
Adelphi, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION.—Film, 
“Italy Emerges,”’ shown by Mr. John Chear. 28, King- 
street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 

B.B.C.—*‘ Watching a Town Grow,”’ by Miss Honor 
Balfour. B.B.C. home-service programme. 7.45 p.m. 
Thursday, November 30 

CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS’ AND ESTATE AGENTS” 
INstITUTE.—** The National Trust : Its Development and 
Problems,” by Mr. J. F. W. Rathbone. 29, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, London, W.C.2. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF GaS ENGINEERS.—Discussion on heat 
insulation. Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s 
Gate, S.W.1. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING Society (EXETER GROUP). 
—‘ Lighting in the Home,” by Miss M. Wardlaw. 
Agricultural House, Queen-street, Exeter. 7 p.m. 

Friday, December 1 

INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS.—‘‘ Modern 
Legislation Affecting the Development of Land and 
Buildings,’ by Mr. R. D. Stewart-Brown, M.A. R.S.A., 
John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 6.30 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING Society (BATH AND 
BristoL CENTRE).—‘ Lighting in the Heme,” by Miss 
M. D. Wardlaw. Grand Hotel, Bristol. 7 p.m. 

Saturday, December 2 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL SoctrTy.—Visit to Rotherhithe Parish 

Church and St. Paul’s Church, Rotherhithe. 2.30 p.m, 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1850 
Saturday, November 23, 1850. 


“Stop THieF.”—Our great moralist and 
joke-sketcher George Cruikshank, has pub- 
lished a small pamphlet under this heading, 
the object of which is to lead housekeepers 
to hold their own against housebreakers. 
He will startle some of his readers by the 
exposition he gives of the means and ap- 
pliances possessed by the burglar, but if he 
lead them, in consequence, to examine and 
reform the fastenings of the doors and 
windows, his end will be answered. He 
points out particularly the value of the 
thumbscrew and the wedge for securing 
doors and shutters. 
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PARLIAMENT SQUARE REVISITED 
A Panorama of the Gothic Revival 
By H. A. N. BROCKMAN 


TOW that Parliament-square is being 
redesigned, and the site of the old 
Westminster Hospital is under discussion, 
the attention of Londoners and visitors to 
London may well be directed to a 
unique aspect of this square. Nowhere 
else in the whole country can be seen 
such a complete panorama of that ex- 
clusively English art movement, the Gothic 
Revival, Moreover, in this’ case, every- 
thing which has been done is backed up 
by examples of the tradition of building 
from which the movement sprang. This, 
indeed, is a tremendous test of the success 
or otherwise of those bold revivers who 
invaded this- precious terrain; however un- 
availingly, as we may think to-day, they yet 
sought sincerely to infuse the architecture 
of their time with a new and “contem- 
porary” flavour based on the continuation 
of a technical tradition which was inevitably 
passing. So strong is the Gothic atmo- 
sphere and history of this part of London 
that the continuation of Gothic building 
can be considered more as a survival than 
a mere fashionable revival of old forms. 
Future generations may well regard all 
these buildings as members of one family 
of many generations. 


How successful this long chain of archi- 
tectural essays has been is still a highly 
controversial matter which has _ recently 
been emphasised by a _ public outcry 
against the retention of Teulon’s drinking 
fountain within the new layout. But we 
must remember that we are now upon the 
brink of a period when nearly the latest 
of these monuments will have passed its 
hundredth birthday; and it is then that 
public taste begins to change its view and 
the otherwise ugly monstrosity begins to 
change into something “rich and strange.” 
Before long they may all be listed for pro- 
tection and preservation under the Town 
and Country Planning Act! 





Late 


The Panorama Unfolds 


Almost without altering one’s position, the 
panorama unfolds as one looks southward 
from the centre of the square. The twin 
towers of the Abbey (1722) provide a 
somewhat curious introduction to the 
survey. They were built at a time when the 
renaissance had a sure hold and they seem 
to me to reflect little credit upon Hawks- 
more, on whose shoulders the blame for 
their design must rest. So timid is their 
third dimension of depth that from a little 
distance they appear to be more like a 
metal worker’s reproduction of a pattern 





Hawksmore’s twin towers of the Abbey, from 
Broad Sanctuary 


Victorian Gothic revival at the Palace of Westminster 
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than the product of Hawksmore of the 
sturdy East-end churches. And yet his 
masculinity can be detected if we half-close 
our eyes to get rid of the fal-lals and 
imagine the upper windows as deep, round- 
headed openings without benefit of tracery. 


When ‘the three upper stages of the 
tower of St. Margaret’s were rebuilt in 
1735, an even feebler echo of the past was 
fastened upon the mainly sixteenth-century 
church. Both these echoes are necessary 
links in the never-ceasing creation of Gothic 
forms which relate the twilight of the 
sixteenth century to the somewhat un- 
settled morning ushered in by the romantic 
gothicism of the Georgians. 


The Old Westminster Hospital 


For the next hundred years nothing was 
done in the way of new Gothic building, 
with the exception of external and internal 
renovations to Westminster Hall. In 1833 
the Inwood Brothers designed Westminster 
Hospital to the north of Broad Sanctuary, 
then still a square which retained the 
precinctual atmosphere which  Victoria- 
street destroyed and which the County of 
London Plan suggests should be revived. 
This building, only just now demolished, 
was rather ugly in detail but possessed quite 
considerable merit in mass, It had an in- 
teresting porch, and oriels at each corner; 
the top storey was added some com- 
paratively few years ago. 


Barry and Pugin 

The great fire of 1834, which destroyed a 
large proportion of the heterogeneous 
jumble of buildings comprising the Palace 
of Westminster, opened wide the door to 
the creation of a great range of buildings. 
The sad story of the association of those 
two architects of the new Palace, Barry and 
Pugin, has often been told but probably 
we have never heard the real truth, for 
Barry’s hard-headed ambition allied with 
Pugin’s utter absorption in his job without 
thought of reward, together ensured in 
advance the confusion of the issue for 
those who were later anxious to apportion 
correctly the credit. Judging from a com- 
parison of Barry’s other Revival buildings 
with the general design of the new Palace, 
it is clear that Barry possessed a most 
meagre Gothic inspiration. Pugin’s ability 
in Gothic design was, however, unques- 
tionable. It suffered elsewhere in almost 
everything he did by interference and lack 
of money to carry out the schemes he had 
been encouraged to produce. In only one 
instance has he left us an authoritative 
Pugin building, a gem of pure revival, the 
work of a medievalist who was born out 
of his period: this building (St. Augustine’s, 
Ramsgate) he paid for himself. The Palace 
of Westminster as we see it to-day owes all 
its detail to Pugin. It has nothing of the 
genuine Gothic feeling about its general 
appearance, disposition and massing, but is 
nevertheless mightily impressive. Its 
detail has recreated the heraldic discipline 
of the later stages of Gothic carving and 
sculpture. There is a richness of texture 
which is not far removed from the traceried 
richness of Henry VII’s. chapel across the 
way. Large-scale renovation has been under- 
taken in both cases. Undoubtedly the new 
Houses of Parliament set a seal upon the 
Gothic Revival as a completely established 
style for the next 75 years, although it had 
little influence on ultimate development 
and later originality. 


The next examples of revival work in this 
remarkable collection came from the draw- 
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November 


The old Westminster Hospital (now demolished) 


ing boards of Gilbert Scott, a successful 
sentimental architect with an enormous prac- 
tice, whose mind was substantially influenced 
by the example of Pugin, but whose inspira- 
tion was considerably less. The north tran- 
sept of the Abbey is his work, brought to 
completion by J. L. Pearson. The laboured 
scholarship of this fagade is wasted; the 
result is lifeless Gothic conversation, however 
correct the pronunciation. More interesting, 
because more original, is his block of offices 
in Broad Sanctuary (1854), for here he was 





The Middlesex Guildhall (1913) 
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Rear 


at grips with the type of prcblem upon 
which the survival of the movement 
depended. A _ significant detail of this 


building is the use of metal window frames 
of light section, as a compromise with the 
unglazed window openings of Gothic 
domestic buildings of the thirteenth century, 
and particularly charming is the tracery in 
the small archway of the door to the east 
of the main archway. The rear fagade 
facing Dean’s Yard is a sturdy elevation 
in red brick and stone with which 
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elevation of Middlesex Guildhall 
one feels far more at home than the 
front. 


In 1858 was erected the memorial to Old 
Westminsters who lost their lives in the 
Crimean war, again to Scott’s design. Will 
public taste ever worship at this shrine? 

Eight years later the abolition of the slave 
trade was commemorated by the little 
fountain over which there has recently been 
much controversy, condemnation having pro- 
ceeded from some quite unexpected quarters. 
The Ministry of Works have promised that 
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THE BUILDER 


527 

















526 


it shall be replaced in the layout for the 
square, and it is to be hoped that its position 
will be not less appropriate than it was 
previously. It is a charming, colourful and 
lovingly designed composition (1886) by 
S. S. Teulon, whose other works are neither 
numerous nor famous. It will be a great 
pleasure to watch the replacement of this 
casket of charming detail with its metal roof 
tiles of coloured enamel and _ bronze 
figurines atop the Devonshire marble shafts. 


About 1880, a galilee porch was added to 
the western end of St. Margaret’s by J. L. 
Pearson, architect of Truro Cathedral. This 
work was but part of a large amount of 
restoration carried out both inside and out- 
side the church, for which Gilbert Scott was 
largely responsible. Pearson’s porch has 
delightful freshness and sparkle, and is per- 
fectly at home in its position, whilst owing 
nothing stylistically to the church of which 
it is a part. 


The Middlesex Guildhall 


With the exception of some competent 
work to the western flank of Westminster 
Hall, little was done in the ensuing years 
but minor restoration and renovation to the 
Gothic frame in which this nursery of the 
Revival is set, until] the major event of the 
building of J. S. Gikson’s Middlesex Guild- 
hall (1913). The conception is original, 
although it has much of the flavour of the 
continental influences to be found in the 
work of “ avant-garde” men of the previous 
20 years or so. It is a fine piece of 
“ Gothic ” of the early years of the twent’eth 
century, and could not belong to any other 
period. Now the main fagade is shown off 
to greater advantage as the work of remodel- 
ling the square proceeds, and the extremely 
interesting informality with which the rear 
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elevation is designed is now adequately to 
be seen for the first time, although soon no 
doubt to be closed in again by the Colonial 
Office building which is to arise on the old 
Westminster Hospital site, unless the pressure 
of public opiniom now being exerted has its 
way and the site is left open. 

The Gothic Revival was, in one sense, the 
result of esthetic frustration, born of the 
strangeness and brutality of the Industrial 
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Revolution. In this day and age we react 
to our revolutionary stimulus with a 
different, less fanciful esthetic, and it would 
be artificial in the highest degree to attempt 
to perpetuate the Gothic in any new build- 
ings erected around this site. For this reason 
alone it is hoped that any further destruction 
to the Gothic mosaic will be given most 
careful consideration before yet more of the 
pattern has been lost. 





L.C.C. Housing Development Schemes at Princes Way 
and Wimbledon Park Side, S.W. 
ROBERT H. MATTHEW, A.R.LB.A., ARCHITECT TO THE COUNCIL 


[XN the districts fringing Putney Heath and 

Wimbledon Common the London 
County Council has acquired some of the 
finest of the few remaining large sites avail- 
able for housing development within the 
county boundary. General proposals were 
announced in -November, 1948, for the 
development of 14 sites in this area and for 
taking advantage of the opportunity for 
comprehensive planning which would take 
into account the natural features of the 
area and the prevailing development sur- 
rounding it. Detailed schemes for the 
development of three sites (at Wimbledon 
Park Side, Putney Park-lane and Albert-drive) 
have already been approved. 

A scheme for three more adjoining sites 
to the north and west of Inner Park-road 
and bounded by Princes-way on the east 
and Wimbledon Park Side on the west has 
now been approved by the Housing Com- 
mittee and was considered by the Council 
on Tuesday of this week. These sites are 
exceptional and have called for special 





L.C.C. Housing Development, Wandsworth: Two views ef model of a “ point” block 





architectural and planning consideration. 
They comprise the grounds and in some 
cases the properties, of large Victorian and 
Edwardian houses, all surrounded by fine 
trees, appropriate landscaping and _ special 
garden features. ‘“ Ackroyden,” in Princes- 
way, for instance, has over an acre of 
grounds, including a large lawn with a sunk 
garden leading to an extensive rockery walk, 
all well preserved. ‘ Fairlawn,” in Wimble- 
don Park Side, is another mansion with well- 
wooded spacious grounds and a magnifi- 
cent garden, including a large ornamental 
lake. The design and execution of the 
garden is attributed to Paxton. On the site 
as a whole there are many mature trees, of 
which nearly 400 are in sound condition. 

A scheme of mixed development has been 
planned and designed which, as far as prac- 
ticable, will preserve these fine mansions and 
the open character of the sites with their 
trees and landscape and garden features, so 
that they may be enjoyed by the new in- 
habitants (1,500 to 1,600 people). With 
































Top: View from ground level. 


these considerations in mind, and in order to 
achieve the desired density, two types of 
building have been specially designed— 
“point” blocks and superimposed maison- 
eties. 


“ Point ” Blocks.—These are 11-storey T- 
shaped blocks of flats nearly 100 ft. high, 
with small site coverage. Each block con- 
tains 32 flats, three on each floor except the 
ground floor, which contains two flats and a 
laundry. The chief advantages of the 
“ point ” blocks are: 


(i) The comparatively small ground cover- 
age gives a greater flexibility in siting the 
blocks, enables existing trees to be preserved, 
and effects a saving in access roads with a 
correspondingly better relationship between 
the natural and paved areas. The extra space 
around the blocks is available for the recrea- 
tional use of tenants. 

(ii) Most of the occupants of the flats will 
get full benefit from the fine views over the 
open country, particularly as each flat has 
windows on three sides. 

(iii) Careful siting in clearings surrounded 
by fine trees will give contrast and variety 
to the layout as a whole, which includes 
lower blocks of flats, maisonettes and houses. 
The uninteresting effect of rows of five-storey 
blocks, which would otherwise be necessary 
to achieve the same density, is avoided. 

(iv) The complete vertical standardisa- 
tion of the “ point” block enables full ad- 
varttage to be taken of modern reinforced 
concrete technique. 


The T-shaped design places each flat in 
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Below: Bird's-eye view of 


a separate wing and windows on three sides 
give a wide range of aspect and maximum 
sunlight. In the central “core” there will 
be two lifts, the main staircase and an 
enclosed staircase as alternative means of 
escape. To economise in capital and main- 
tenance costs, the lifts will stop on alter- 
nate floors. A large balcony (42 sq. ft.) 
forms a valuable addition to the living-room, 
and could be used as a play-space for small 
children. There is space for a perambu- 
lator in the hall. The floors will be in- 
sulated against impact noises. An_ all- 
electric installation will be provided for 
space heating. hot water supply and cooker, 
but the blocks will be carcassed for gas 
services to enable tenants to have the alter- 
native of a gas fire and gas cooker. The 
estimated average cost a room, including 
gas and electrical installations and _ inci- 
dental expenses is £699. This somewhat 
high cost can be offset, however, by savings 
in the cost of the lower blocks, and in the 
scheme for the combined sites economies 
have been achieved by a balanced distribu- 
tion of three- and five-storey blocks (of both 
staircases and balcony access), and dwellings 
in a new type of superimposed maisonette 
which, although providing a higher standard 
of accommodation and amenity than flats, 
are cheaper’ to build than the existing type 
and attract the full rate of subsidy for flats. 
Superimposed Maisonettes—The new type 
of superimposed maisonettes is designed as 
an alternative to flats for use in schemes of 
mixed development where density considera- 
tions enable them to be used. The chief 
advantages of the new types are: — 
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(i) Slightly larger rooms; (ii) better light- 
ing in habitable rooms, as the access balcony 
passes only in front of the kitchen and hall, 
and greater privacy by having the bedrooms 
above the living-rooms, etc., as in a two- 
storey house; (iii) the provision of separate 
gardens for the tenants of each maisonette. 

The plan is basically a three-bedroom 
maisonette with a four-bedroom variation at 
the ends of the block. The accommodation 
provided in each maisonette comprises, on 
the lower floor, an entrance hall with fuel 
store and separate w.c., a living-room and a 
kitchen which is large enough for occasional 
dining; on the upper floor three bedrooms, a 
linen cupboard with hot water cylinder, 
storage cupboards, and a bathroom with a 
second w.c. All living-rooms have French 
windows opening on to a_ semi-recessed 
private balcony. Economies have been 
effected in planning and structural costs, and 
the estimated cost a room, including gas and 
electrical installations and incidental ex- 
penses, is £425. 

The Scheme as a Whole.—The combined 
sites have an area of about 23 acres, and the 
development scheme envisages four of the 
new Il-storey “point” blocks, one five- 
storey and two three-storey blocks, each with 
Staircase access, two three-storey, one four- 
storey and two five-storey blocks, each with 
balcony access, eight of the new type of 
superimposed maisonette blocks, eight shops 
with maisonettes above, and 16 four-roomed 
terraced houses. The total housing accom- 
modation will be 314 flats, 106 maisonettes 
and 16 houses at a density of development of 
26.8 dwellings to the acre. There will be six 
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fitted laundries, two fitted playgrounds, 32 
garages, 178 perambulator sheds and stores, 
and an estate workshop and yard. 

The scheme provides for the reservation of 
3.08 acres for a primary school, 0.5 acres 
for the widening of Wimbledon Park Side to 
70 ft., and a site for a public house. Existing 
buildings, namely, “* Tudor Lodge,” “ Fair- 
lawn,” “ The Grove,” “ Ackroyden ” and six 
smaller dwellings, occupy nearly four acres 
of the area. A nursery school will be accom- 
modated in either ‘“ The Grove” or a new 
building on the same site. ‘ Tudor Lodge” 
is to be used for a children’s home. The 
future use of the other properties is still 
under consideration. 

The estimated total cost of the develop- 
ment, including electrical and gas installa- 
tions and planting and incidental expenses, 
is £855,950, and the gross average cost a 
room of the housing accommodation is £585. 
The comparable cost of the Putney Park- 
lane scheme, adjusted to present-day prices, 
is £615 a room. Estimates will be submitted 
to the Council after the consultations 
required by the Town and Country Planning 
General Development Order, 1950, have 
taken place. 


Georgian Group Prize Winner 

THE PRIZE of £25 for the best set of 
drawings of a Georgian building has been 
awarded to Norman Edward Hill, a student 
at the R.W.A. School of Architecture, 
Bristol. His subject was the Pittville Pump 
Room at Cheltenham. 

The assessors were Godfrey Allen, F.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A. (nominated by the Royal Institute 
of British Architects), Marshall Sisson, 
F.S.A., F.R.LB.A. (nominated by the Presi- 
dent of the Royal Academy), and S. E. 
Dykes Bower, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. (nominated 
by the Georgian Group). . 
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CHARTERED QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 


Annual Dinner 


G PEAKING at the annual dinner of the 

Chartered Quantity Surveyors of the 
R.LC.S. at Grosvenor House, London, on 
November 21, Mr. E. C. Harris, Member 
of the Council of the Quantity Surveyors’ 
Committee, referred to the report of the 
building industry team which visited the 
U.S.A. last year under the auspices of the 
Anglo-American Productivity Council and 
said that conditions in the two countries 
were vastly dissimilar and that it would be 
a mistake to attempt to follow too closely 
each other’s methods. 


Mr. Harris, who was proposing the toast 
of “ The Guests,” began by saying that the 
report might be construed as a criticism of 
quantity surveyors’ work and _ practice. 
Probably it was. “ But,’ he went on, “no 
report of that kind would have the slightest 
value if it did not draw comparisons 
between the practices in the two countries 
under review. Criticism is supposed. to be 
wholesome, and if that is so we quantity 
surveyors should enjoy robust, even rude, 
health. Of course, we are considered by 
some, under the present system of contract- 
ing, aS a necessary evil: by others, as just 
an evil. 

“We quantity surveyors take to heart that 
part of the report which affects our own 
work, but I think it should be borne in 


mind that conditions in the two countries 
are vastly dissimilar, and I think it would 
be a mistake to attempt to follow too closely 
the methods and practices of each other. 


“With regard to architecture, I would 
quote from the scriptural dictum: What doth 
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it profit a man, build he ever so quickly, 
it he lose the spirit and tradition of British 
architecture. By all means let us select and 
adhere to all that we find good and of use 
in the practices of others, but let us retain 
our own individuality. 

“It may appear that I have strayed from 
the subject of the toast I have to propose, 
but in this room there are, among our guests, 
many architects whose one aim, we know, 
is to sustain and further the interests and 
traditions of British architecture.” 

THE RT. Hon. Lord Morrison, P.C., 
D.L., Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Works, and THE Hon. Mr. JusTICE WYNN 
Parry responded to the toast. 

Students’ Planning Work 

AN EXHIBITION of town planning reports, 
plans, sketches, aerial views and models, 
which represents the work of ten students 
who for the past year have been investigat- 
ing and replanning a number of Scottish 
towns, has recently been open at the Scottish 
Building Centre, Glasgow. 

The students are members of the Town 
and Country Planning Post-Graduate Course 
of the Glasgow School of Architecture. Dur- 
ing their course they tackled four widely 
varying subjects. They carried out a com- 
prehensive survey of the old village of Car- 
munnock, and have together produced an 
illustrated book which sets out their plans 
for a new Carmunnock. 

A stretch of the beautiful Blane valley 
and re-development plans for Fort William 
were other projects surveyed and the final 
study undertaken was at George-square, and 
plans and drawings produced illustrate how 
Glasgow’s already high buildings might be 
regrouped to conform to scientific standards 
of daylight and sunlight. 
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The mill from the east, showing the boiler house and other buildings at the side of the hot roughing bay 


CONTINUOUS STRIP MILL, ROGERSTONE, 


for the Northern Aluminium Company, Ltd. 


MON. 


GILBERT T. GARDNER, F.R.I.B.A., CONSULTING ARCHITECT 


= design and construction of these 

buildings were carried out to the 
specification of and under supervision 
of Northern Aluminium Company’s 
engineering staff, the consulting archi- 
tect being Mr. Gilbert T. Gardner, 
F.R.I.B.A. 

Site——The mill has been built at 
Rogerstone, Mon., on the north bank 
of the River Ebbw, which, excavations 
revealed, at one time covered the level 
floor of the slight valley. The subsoil, 
of heavy marl and boulders, is. very 
suitable for carrying foundations for 
heavy plant, and no piling was necessary. 
Only one instance of running sand was 
encountered. 

Foundations.—Practically all the 
foundations had to be made water- 
tight, for which two main methods were 
used. One was to build an outer 
retaining wall of brick or concrete and 
to face the inside with “ Aqualite” 
bituminous sheets. The edges of the 
sheets were lapped and sealed with a 
blow-lamp. A second wall was then 
built to enclose the “ Aqualite.” The 
other method was the use of “ Sealo- 
crete” solution in mixing the concrete, 


which had then to be poured continu- 
ously to avoid the formation of layers. 
The mill foundations had to be deep 
to provide ventilating ducts, service 
tunnels, and tankage space for the 
various services. A basement runs the 
full length of the motor-house. The 
main building stanchion bases have 
been carried below the various mill 
foundations so‘that they are isolated. 
Some 65,009 tons of concrete were used 
in foundations, floors, and elsewhere, 
reinforced by 57,000 yards of B.R.C. 
fabric and 410 tons (130 miles) of steel 
rod. 


Construction —The main _ buildings, 
which have a cubic content of 15.75 m. 
cu. ft., are of the usual steel-framed mill 
type, the 4-spdn pitched roof and the 
walls of the new bays being covered with 
corrugated aluminium sheet. The main 
stanchions: are spaced at 30 ft. centres 
in both existing and new buildings. The 
main crane and building columns, 
12 in. by 8 in. r.s.j. and 12 in. by 6 in. 
r.S.j. respectively, are braced together 
to form a compound stanchion. The 
lower walls of the main buildings are 
constructed in brickwork to a height of 


8 ft. The external perimeter walls are 
built with two skins of 44 in. brick and 
a 2 in. cavity, giving a total thickness of 
11 in. The walls are built with 
stretcher bond, and reinforced at every 
fourth course with expanded metal. 
A special mortar, recommended by the 
Building Research Station, is used for 
jointing. 

Roof and walls are formed by two 
layers of corrugated aluminium sheet, 
nearly 209 tons being used in all. The 
outer sheeting is 20 s.w.g. with 10 
3-in. corrugations and the inner is 
26 s.w.g. with 8 3-in. corrugations. 
The laps of the external sheets have 
been painted with bitumastic paint, 
as have the purlins and other steelwork 
where in contact with the aluminium. 
The sheets are fixed to the purlins by 
aluminium alloy hook bolts, nuts, ard 
limpet diamond washers. The seams 
are fastened by Chobert hollow rivets 
at 9in. pitch. Purlin spacingis 4 ft. 6in. 
on the roof and 5 ft. 6 in. on the walls. 

Insulation —Aluminium foil insula- 
tion has been used to keep the buildings 
cool in summer and warm in winter. 
It is applied in packs which were made 
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Interior of a mill lavatory 
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The general contractors for building 


and civil engineering were Méessrs. 
Hinkins and Frewin, Ltd., of Oxford. 
Principal sub-contractors for the build- 
ing work were : 


Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd., structural steel 
and aluminium doors; Williams and Williams, 
Ltd., *“‘ Aluminex ’’ patent glazing and windows; 
A. L. Gibson and Co., Ltd., aluminium rolling 
shutters; Mellowes and Co., Ltd., aluminium 
opening lights; British Fram Construction Co., 
Ltd., fireproof floors and reconstructed stone; 
Eclair Doors, Ltd., vertical lifting door gear; 
Gyproc, Ltd., aluminium framed partitions and 
ceilings; Carter and Co. (London), Ltd., wall 
and floor tiling in lavatory blocks; Prodorite 
Ltd., “‘ Accotile’’ flooring in offices; Haywards, 
Ltd., ‘* Cretolux ’’ rooflights ; Western Trinidad 
Lake Asphalte Co., Ltd., tarmac road surfacing; 
and William Briggs and Sons, Ltd., supply and 
fixing of ‘* Aqualite’’ bituminous sheeting. 


Principal suppliers for the building work were: 
Stonehenge Bricks, Ltd., facing bricks; the 
Uxbridge Flint Brick Co., Ltd., facing bricks; 
Steelway, Ltd., aluminium grille floor panels 
and access ladders; Stelcon, Ltd., “ Stelcon’”’ 
flags for paving of trucking ways; Shanks and 
Co., Ltd., sanitary fittings in lavatory blocks; 
James Gibbons, Ltd., locks and door furniture 
etc.; and Aviation Developments, Ltd., ‘“‘ Cho- 
bert’’ aluminium rivets for sheeting; G. A. 
Harvey, steel lockers. 


Principal suppliers of equipment were: 


Products (1948), Ltd., 
British Electric Trars- 


British Electrical 
electrical products; 
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Details of wall and roof construction 


former Co., Ltd., electric transformers; British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., electric motors and 
control gear; Brightside Foundry and Eng. Co., 
Ltd., hot mili plant; British Insulated Callender’s 
Cables, Ltd., electric cables; Donovan Electrical 
Co., Ltd., electrical control gear and distribution 
equipment; Davy and United Engineering Co., 
Ltd., rolling mills; Edwin Danks and Co. 
(Oldbury), Ltd., boilers; English Electric Co., 
Ltd., electrical equipment; Thos. Firth and 
John Brown, Ltd., and Hadfields, Ltd., rolls; 
Ferguson, Pailin, Ltd., switchgear; G. W. B. 
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Electric Furnaces, Ltd., electric furnaces; Head 
Wrightson Machine Co., Ltd., shear lines, etc.; 
Henley’s (W.T.) Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., 
electric cables; Laurence Scott° and Electro- 
motors, Ltd., electric motors, etc. ; New Con- 
veyor Co., Ltd., conveyors; Ozonair, Ltd., 
ventilation equipment; W. and C. Pantin, 
Ltd., conveyors; Priest Furnaces, Ltd., anneal- 
ing furnace; W. H. A. Robertson and Co., Ltd., 
hot mills, etc. ; Wellman Smith Owen Eng. 
and F. H. 
Wheeler and Co., Ltd., wiring contracts. 


A CONTINUOUS STRIP MILL, ROGERSTONE, MON. 


for the Northern Aluminium Co., Ltd. 


GILBERT T. GARDNER, F.R.I.B.A., CONSULTING ARCHITECT 
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BUILDING WORKSHOPS, CLARENCE STREET, LIVERPOOL 


for Liverpool Education Committee 


RONALD BRADBURY, Ph.D., F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., CITY ARCHITECT 
AND DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 


THE demand for education in building has grown so 
_. rapidly in recent years that the Liverpool Educa- 
tion Committee now maintain three centres of building 
education. The main centre is the Building Depart- 
ment of the Liverpool College of Technology, and 
enrolments exceed 2,200. The department is one of 
the largest of its kind in the British Isles. |The head- 
quarters of the Building Department of the Liverpool 
College of Technology is in the building in Clarence- 
street which at one time accommodated the Oulton 
secondary school. Previously the workshops were in 
buildings in Fontenoy-street, and there was a loss of 
efficiency due to the division of the department between 
twocentres. In 1946 the Education Committee decided 
to concentrate the department in Clarence-street and 
to build a new block of workshops on vacant land, 
separated from the Oulton building by Pleasant-street. 

The workshops have been planned and equipped to 
meet modern trade requirements and the most up-to- 
date mechanical appliances, including electrically- 
driven hand tools, have been installed. The ground 
floor of the new building accommodates a well equipped 
plumbing workshop with adjacent heating and ventila- 
ting workshop, hard metal and pipe-bending shop, 
forge shop and welding shop, all of which are linked 





together to meet the requirements of both trades. A 
fully equipped wood machinists’ workshop is tooled 
and fitted for the production of machine joinery work 
and to provide a comprehensive range of machines 
covering the four years’ course of the City and Guilds 
of London Institute. 

The first floor accommodates a well equipped plaster- 
ing shop, two carpentry and joinery workshops fully 
equipped with motorised machines and electrically 
driven power hand tools, two vehicle body building 
workshops equipped with motorised machines and 
electric-driven power hand tools. The close proximity 
of the new workshop building to the main Oulton 
building will make for more efficient functioning of the 
craft courses as a whole and strengthen still further 
the bonds that link together the practical and theory 
classes. 

The cost of the construction of the new workshops 
was £44,000 and equipment cost £5,000. The educa- 
tion Committee (whose director is Mr. H. S. Magnay, 
M.A.) are confident that the Building Department, 
now organised as a compact entity, with its new work- 
shops and modernised laboratories, will be able to 
offer a service of the highest quality to the building 
industry of Merseyside. 
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The general contractors are Messrs. Henry Boot 
and Sons, and the sub-contractors were :— 


Steel frame construction, Redpath Brown, Ltd.; hollow tile floors, 
Diespeker and Co., Ltd.; steel deck roof sheeting, The Ruberoid Co., Ltd.; 
steel windows, Rea Metal Casements (1932), Ltd.; heating and hot water 
supply and steel chimney, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd.; cast stone 
exterior finish, Forticrete, Ltd.; plumbing, gasfitting and painting, 
Henshaw Bros.; roof glazing, Standard Patent Glazing Co., Ltd.; 
electric light, power to all .machinery, Winstanley and Barnett, Ltd., 
bitumen asphalt floors and asphalt water proofing, General Asphalte 
Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Dodd and Oulton, Ltd.; ironmongery, 
Campbell and Mabbs, Ltd.; general glazing, N. Greenberg; plastering, 
A. R. Ball and Co., Ltd.; steel staircase, gate, balustrading, etc., George 


Lowe and Sons, Ltd. 
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The plumbing workshop 


The woodcutting machine shop 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


A.B.S. Centenary Appeal 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
SiR.— The idea you mention seems a 

very. good one. There are so many 
old people living miserably and unwanted. 
For my part, 1 hate the thought of living 
alone, as I know I shall have to some time 
in the future.” 

That extract is from one of many letters 
received from beneficiaries welcoming the 
proposal made by the Architects’ Benevo- 
lent Society to mark its hundredth year by 
building and endowing a scheme of cottages 
for old people connected with the archi- 
tectural profession who, for reasons of 
finance or of health, are not able to fend 
for themselves. 

To raise £50,000—the sum required for 
building and endowment of the scheme—is 
a challenge whose magnitude in these days 
| do not under-estimate. Yet it is one which 
should be well within the compass of our 
profession, if every office, private and official, 
will take a hand, and every individual archi- 
tect and assistant will make himself person- 
ally responsible for supporting the appeal to 
the best of his ability. It should be made 
clear that this scheme supplements and does 
not replace the benevolent work carried on 
for so long by the Society among sick or 
needy architects and assistunts who prefer, 
and are able to continue in, their own 
homes. 

On November 27, the President of the 
A.B.S. (Mr. A. Graham Henderson, 
A.R.S.A., P.R.LB.A.) is sending a letter 
asking for support to every architect on the 
Register. May I supplement this by asking 
that all heads of offices to whom the 
scheme commends itself should communi- 
cate the details to their staffs and invite one 
or more members to make themselves 
responsible for an office collection. In that 
way, I believe, we shall raise the sum 
required. 

Why should we do this? Less, I suggest, 
because any of us from some unexpected 
blow of fate could find ourselves in need 
of friendly help, than because I believe that 
we have a personal duty to see that the milk 
of human kindness does not grow chill 
where the old people of our own profession, 
and their dependants, are concerned. 

“Tt is a wonderful thought ...I am 
proud to have been, if only remotely, 
associated with such a fine, generous and 
upstanding profession.” 

That final extract from the letter already 
quoted seems to me to be a challenge we 
should not wish to ignore, Will your 
readers, by every means in their power, help 
the Society to meet it? 

R. O. Foster, Chairman, 
Centenary Appeal Committee, 
66, Portland-place, London, W.1. 


Politics at the A.A. 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
SR. —t has been pointed out to me that 

I am accused of marring a recent 
evening at the Architectural Association by 
‘ introducing politics into the discussion fol- 
lowing the Presidential address. I should 
like to take this opportunity, therefore, of 
putting the facts before your readers should 
they have been misled on this point. 

Let me say at the outset that the A.A. 
meetings are essentially a domestic affair, 
which might lead the spectator who was 
| neither a member nor an ex-student to mis- 
understand the spirit behind these discus- 
sions. The President had chosen for the title 
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of his discourse “‘ Fumbling in the Quiver.” 
During the address he carefully selected 
metaphorical arrows and aimed them at 
various targets of an architectural character. 
At the same time he asked members to take 
a greater interest in the school by giving 
their services, and to help the Association 
by giving money to the Centenary Fund. 


It was following this that I invited him to- 


take a further arrow and aim it at the 
number of Communists gathered around the 
A.A. School. In so far as the only hope 
which Communists could have of success 
was to build on the wreckage of a demo- 
cratic ideal, to offer services or money while 
that state of affairs persisted was, I sug- 
gested, a betrayal of late colleagues whose 
names figured on the Roll of Honour in 
the Library, a room immediately gbove our 
heads. 

I noted too the recurrence of certain 
names well known for their political views 
who, by means of the block voting system 
of the A.B.T.—an Association the political 
views of which are equally well known— 
had found their way on to various profes- 
sional Institutes. It was at these cliques 
that I advised the President to aim his 
arrows, not because of their political views 
but rather because they allowed those views 
to cloud the vision of pure ezsthetism. 
without which the work of the A.A. School 
would deteriorate. 

Finally, may I add that, to judge by the 
messages J have since received, there is a 
broad body of opinion which has long felt 
these views but has yet to see them made 
public. WINSTON WALKER. 

107, Sloane-street, S.W.1. 


Operatives’ Wage Demand 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 

IR,—May I offer the following observa- 

tions on the letter of Mr. R. Coppock, 
General Secretary of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives, published in 
the November 10 issue of The Builder? 

Mr. Coppock alleges that interest charges 
are responsible in the main for the high cast 
of house building, and states that figures have 
proved that “ the financial burden of housing 
has no relevance to wage demands.” This 
is, of course, an inaccurate and irresponsible 
charge. The truth is, wages throughout the 
building and allied industries have increased 
in relation to pre-war standards, but man- 
hour-output in a good many instances has 
decreased and at best has not risen in rela- 
tion to wages. Hence, the efforts of two men, 
and in some instances three, are required to 
give the same output as was customary in 
pre-war days from one able-bodied, con- 
scientious workman. The cumulative effect, 
therefore, is that building materials and com- 
ponents cost considerably more. This, with 
the high cost of actual building (again arising 
from subnormal output) means that a house 
built before the war to cost approximately 
£475-£525 to-day costs something in the 
region of £1,300 to £1,500. 

As one who has been directly connected, in 
a technical and a supervisory capacity, with 
the building industry for over 20 years, may 
I say that on pre-war contracts it was not an 
infrequent achievement for an apprentice 
and an improver to lay 1,000 bricks per day 
on rough inside walling. To-day, a fully 
experienced and able-bodied _ bricklayer 
begins to think and speak of incentive 
bonus as soon as output exceeds 250-300 
bricks per day. As the purpose of the in- 
centive bonus is to encourage output in ex- 
cess of a fair day’s work, it is necessary to 
investigate and re-educate the operative on 
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the question of what constitutes a fair day’s 
output. A change in mentality and outlook 
on this point is the vital key to more and 
cheaper houses. S. TAYLOR. 


11, Manor-gardens, St. Albans, Herts. 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


SR. —in the November 10 issue of The 

Builder you publish a letter from Mr. 
R. Coppock, in which he claims that the 
rate of interest has more effect on housing 
costs than any other single factor. This 
may or may not be true but it is irrelevant, 
and, in any case, what does he propose to 
do about it? 

If he eliminates the people who make the 
necessary capital available and who, he 
states, do nothing to produce wealth, how 
would he finance house building or any other 
project? Would he pay his workmen by 
coupons on the butcher and baker, or has 
he still got his head in the clouds dreaming 
of bottomless pits from which money can 
be had by grabbing. 

The best contribution which Mr. Coppock 
can make towards the solution of the prob- 
lem of high costs is to get his bricklayers 
back to pre-war standards of 800 to 1,000 
bricks well and truly laid per day. 

W. H. Tuomas. 

Braeside, Midhope-road, Woking. 


To Plan or to Pre-plan? 


To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 

IR,—Fully appreciating that I shall be 

stamped as an imp or pedant, I write 
to’ inquire if any of your readers can help 
me to discover the precise definition of the 
word “ pre-plan” which, since the recent 
publication of the Working Party Report, 
seems now to enjoy popular usage within the 
building industry. I must admit that the 
contradistinction, be it subtle or significant, 
between to plan or to pre-plan, evades me, 
particularly in the light of the Oxford 
Dictionary definition of the former, from 
which I quote this extract: — 

“To make a plan (something, esp. 

a piece of ground or a building to be 

constructed); to devise, contrive, design 

(something to be done or some action or 

proceeding to be carried out), to scheme, 

project, arrange beforehand; to arrange 
for or include in a plan.” 

In the light of the above definition this 
recent hybrid word must surely be con- 
sidered as an interesting example of “ gild- 
ing the lily,” or is it just a case of confused 
and muddled thinking? 

D. E. Woopsineé ParRIsH. 

11, Buckingham Palace-gardens, S.W.1. 


Handling of Bricks 
To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 


S!8:—Though I am not in the building 

trade, I take an interest in the cost of 
construction and it appears to me that a 
great deal of time and labour is lost in the 
handling of bricks and tiles, both in loading 
lorries at the works and unloading at the 
site. 

Would it not be possible for the brick- 
works to pack the bricks into frames and 
have the frames hoisted on to the lorries 
or rail trucks by light mobile cranes? 
Unloading at the site could be done by the 
same method and the empty frames sent 
back to the brickworks. 

This method would, of course, mean an 
outlay for the cost of the frames, but the 
saving in labour and time would, I feel sure, 
be considerable. A. H. AUSTIN. 


121, Silverleigh-road, Thornton Heath. 
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REGISTRATION OF SURVEYORS 


R.1L.C.S. Presidential Address 


A CONSIDERABLE part of the Presi- 
Hosss at the meeting of the Royal Institu- 
tion of. Chartered Surveyors on November 
13 was devoted to the subject of the regis- 
tration of the profession. 

Mr. Hobbs, in outlining some of the 
principal advantages and disadvantages, so 
far as the Institution was concerned, in the 
taking of such a step, said:— 

For the past year or two this question 
has been exercising the minds not only of 
the Royal Institution but of the immediately 
kindred societies. 

In the first place if any Act of Parliament 
is to be passed, Parliament must convince 
itself that it is necessary in the public in- 
terest to regulate whatever activities that 
Act aims to control. It would thus be quite 
wrong for a body such as the Royal Institu- 
tion to sponsor any Bill which aimed merely 
to protect the interests of its own members, 
or even of all persons practising as surveyors. 


The main question which I should there- 
fore like to pose to you is this. Whom is 
jt intended to benefit by the statutory regula- 
tion of our profession? 

I think the answer to that question must 
be that there are possible benefits both for 
the public and for the profession. But 
since it is necessary to be assured that the 
main object is the public good, I propose to 


look first at that side of the medal. A few 
comparisons with’ other professions. may 
help. 

Medical practitioners, for example, are 


registered for obvious reasons. It is literally 
true to say that lives depend upon some 
form of statutory control over persons who 
set themselves up to attend to human ail- 
ments. And though the Medical Acts do not 
actually forbid the practice of medicine and 
surgery by unregistered persons, they. do 
make one thing clear: namely, that there are 
persons who have attained to certain 
standards of qualification, and those who 
have not. Members of the public are thus 
warned at least to the extent of taking care 
before deciding to consult an unregistered 
person. 

The practice of law has also been regu- 
lated for the purpose of public protection. 
Far be it from me to say anything which 
might be taken as one of those innuendoes so 
sternly regarded by the legal profession, but 
the law does lend itself to twists. 

And where there are twists, there are 
twisters. It is therefore very much in the 
public interest to ensure that those whose 
business it is to deal in law, behave in up- 
right fashion, are fully qualified to perform 
their functions, and can be clearly identified. 


I might prolong my list of professions 
which are registered in one way or another. 
and expand upon the need for their control 
in the public interest. But I trust that my 
point is already clear. Where serious harm 
may be caused to the public as a result of 
the practice of some profession by inade- 
quately skilled or ill-conducted persons. 
there lies a. case for the statutory regulation 
of that profession. I must draw your atten- 
tion to the words “serious harm.” 


Any profession or occupation if con- 


ducted by inadequately skilled or ill-con- 
ducted persons is likely to do some harm. 
But if a profession is to be regulated by 
that 


statute, it is necessary to show the 
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harm occasioned is such that it is difficult 
for the ordinary man to guard against it by 
the exercise of ordinary common sense. 
Also, the profession concerned would have 
to be such that its operations were widely 
spread among the community, and of suffici- 
ent weight to be of significance. 


In the case of our own profession, I do 
not think that there can be any doubt what- 
ever of the public importance of ensuring 
that men who set themselves up to deal with 
sO many aspects of land and real-estate are 
properly qualified and well-conducted. In- 
deed, the major object of the Institution is 
to ensure the proper qualification and pro- 
fessional integrity of those who undertake 
these tasks. And it is perhaps one of the 
most striking tributes to the men of our pro- 
fession that public opinion has had so little 
cause to comment adversely upon their 
activities. 

I do not deny the existence of black sheep, 
nor the existence of persons who are guided 
by no rule other than that of self-interest. 
But I do feel that the Institution and its 
sister societies are already performing a con- 
siderable public service in at least setting 
bounds to the activities of such persons. 


R.LC.S. or the State? 


And here is the crux of the matter. Can 
we, with our existing organisation, either by 
direct control over our own members, or by 
our influence over others, continue to en- 
sure the proper protection of the public: or 
rmaust we seek the aid of the State to rein- 
force our own efforts? 

On such a question there must be many 
opinions. 1 do not intend to enlarge upon 
those opinions here. I merely wish at this 
stage to commend to your most serious 
attention the two fundamental points which 
! have tried to make. 

First, that we should make no attempt to 
register our profession unless we are con- 
vinced that we are doing so in the public 
interest. Secondly, that we should seriously 
consider whether control of the profession 
in the public interest is better ensured by 
our existing organisation or by the addition 
of some form of State regulation. 


Now let me assume for a moment that we 
do feel genuinely convinced that some form 
of State regulation of the profession is in 
the public interest, and that registration is 
the best method of regulation. 

Two more matters arise immediately. 
First, what will registration mean to our 
members? and second, what form should 
registration take? Both points are actually 
bound together, but I shall attempt to deal 
with them separately. 

In the first place, though the public in- 
terest must be our guiding star, we are fully 
entitled to consider a proper balance between 
public interest and the intefests of our own 
members. 

Perhaps the major advantage to mem- 
bers is that persons who now operate in- 
side the surveyor’s field, but outside any re- 
putable body of surveyors, could be com- 
pelled by registration to conform to proper 
standards of etiquette and behaviour. At 
present, members often find themselves in 
the unhappy position of a man bound to 
observe the rules of boxing, who finds him- 
self opposed to one who recognises no rules 
of combat whatever. Registration should 
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do much to. remedy this state of affairs, 
since all registered persons would be bound 
by a single code, whatever that. code may 


be. On the other hand, it must be realised 
that registration cannot be confined to the 
members of any particular society or body: 
There are to-day many persons who have 
practised for years as surveyors, but who 
have never qualified in the way that our 
own members have qualified. It would be 
quite unthinkable to attempt to devise regis- 
tration in such a way that persons of this 
kind were deprived of their livelihood by 
exclusion from practice. ; 


The first result of the official recognition 
of persons of this kind—and recognised they 
must be—would be some dilution of stand- 
ards of professional competence. But 
eventually the position should right itself, 
always provided that there is proper provi- 
sion for ensuring that all persons newly en- 
tering the profession are properly qualified 
Nevertheless, the present generation of 
members will have to live through a con- 
siderable period during which the public wil! 
regard them, and persons who have not 
qualified as they have, in precisely the same 
light. Some of us will not, I fear, live long 
enough to see the end of it. 

I should also like to draw attention tc 
another point. At present, the Institution 
can regulate its own affairs as it thinks fit 
But if the profession is placed under statu 
tory control, a new body, armed with statu 
tory powers, will come into being. 

That body, which must take the form of 
Board or Council, will be empowered to dea 
with the professional qualifications required 
for entry to the register, and with the prc 
fessional conduct of persons whose names 
are on that register. But its membershij 
will certainly not consist entirely of repre 
sentatives of the Royal Institution. Nor wil! 
its membership stop at the representatives ot 
the four kindred societies. Certain Govern 
ment Departments will have to have seats 
and so may other bodies which are such tha! 
they can persuade the Government that en 
try to the register is a matter of grave con 
cern to their members. 


A False Assumption 

The Institution will still be able to regu 
late the affairs of its own merhbers, but th« 
Jatter will also be placed under the contro 
of the new statutory body, in which th: 
Institution will have representation, but ove: 
which it will certainly not exercise full con 
trol. In short, amy member who assume: 
that if there is registration, the Royal In 
stitution will be placed in a position to regu 
late the affairs of all surveyors, is making 
a false assumption. Indeed, it could happen 
that the statutory body might elect to cor 
duct the affairs of surveyors in ways that 
might not be at all to the liking of members 
of the Royal Institution. 


I commend these advantages and dis- 
advantages to your serious attention. 


Returning to the hypothetical assumption 
that registration is not only in the public 
interest but also in the interests of our pro- 
fession, the next point that arises is (as | 
have already said) the form that registration 
should take. 

I shall not worry you with descriptions 
of Parliamentary procedure, though the task 
of presenting a Bill and having it turned 
into law is, on procedural grounds alone, 4 
most formidable one. 

After giving a brief history of previous 
Bills concerned with the registration of the 
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surveying profession, the President turned to 
the question of the form which registration 
might take and said : 

We might attempt to patent, so to speak, 
the appellation “ surveyor.” This would 
mean that no unregistered person could call 
himself a surveyor. 

This is the method chosen by architects, 
but I do not think it would be at all suit- 
able for our own profession. It would be 
far too easy for somebody excluded from the 
register to set himself up as a surveyor under 
some other name. Property manager, and 
a whole host of other and possibly more 
descriptive names, could be used. 


Form of Registration 

The practical difficulties of registering 
every possible form of appellation are very 
great indeed, and even if we could achieve 
our. purpose in this respect, I do not think 
that the real objects of registration would be 
attained. 

By way of illustration I quote from a 
report made some years ago: 

“There is a certain architect of British 
nationality who practised his profession 
in the U.S.A., where, in most States, there 
is registration of the appellation-control 
type. He is reputed never to have regis- 
tered. His professional notepaper was 
printed with his name in the left-hand 
corner, and underneath it ‘Large Opera- 
tions.” He retired whilst still compara- 
tively young, having made a considerable 
fortune as an architect—not as a surgeon, 
as might have been supposed.” 

The alternative is to attempt to register 
function. This means that the registration 
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Act would state that persons whose names 
were not on the register would be prohibited 
from performing those functions which the 
Act aimed to control. 

This, in turn, means that functions must 
be properly defined in legal terms which 
permit of no equivocation. 

Again this is no easy task, and if any 


member wishes to test this fact for himself, 


let him attempt to define the function of the 
manager of an urban estate in such a way 
that what such person does can be clearly 
distinguished from what is done by, say, a 
caretaker. 

I trust that I have by now made it clear 
that registration involves a much larger num- 
ber of problems than a casual glance might 
lead one to suppose. 

A possible solution may, perhaps, be 
found in the registration of only certain sec- 
tions of our wide and diverse profession, for 
example, estate agency or valuation or even 
in the creation of a series of registers each 
covering one particular aspect; but it is too 
early yet to be able to forecast the lines 
upon which registration, if it proceeds, may 
develop. 

There are points of policy relating to the 
public and to the profession which must be 
decided. There are obstacles at points 
where the interests of our profession overlap 
other interests; there are practical difficul- 
ities in the way of drafting the necessary 
legislation; and finally there is the compli- 
cated task of putting a Bill through Parlia- 
ment. There may be delays at any point 
along this line, and it is, of course, even 
possible that the difficulties might be found 
to be insuperable. 


JOSEPH PAXTON AND HIS BUILDINGS 
A Talk at the Royal Society of Arts 


SOME of the large-scale building projects 

designed by Joseph Paxton and the 
impression which they made on the builders 
and architects of his day were described by 
Miss VIOLET MARKHAM, C.H., D.Litt., J.P., 
Paxton’s grand-daughter, in a talk to the 
Royal Society of Arts on November 15. We 
take the following extracts from her re- 
marks:— 


Paxton’s design for the Great Exhibition 
was not the product of a sudden and bril- 
liant brainwave. Prior to 1851 he had been 
experimeating for years with glass and iron 
at Chatsworth. When he arrived in 1826 
as a young man of 23 to take charge of 
the gardens he found the grounds much neg- 
lected and a few dilapidated greenhouses 
and some cucumber frames in the kitchen 
gardens. The greenhouses of the period were 
clumsy structures with heavy bars and 
coarse glass. Paxton at once set to work 
to improve them. His first effort was to 
lighten the rafters and sash bases by bevel- 
ling the sides. Next he contrived a light 
sash bar, grooved to carry glass panes which 
obviated the use of putty; for wood, unlike 
putty, was not affected by rain, frost and 
heat. The curvilinear roof had been de- 
veloped early in the nineteenth century and 
it was to receive its most notable develop- 
ment in Paxton’s hands. 


As a practical gardener at Chatsworth, he 
turned his attention to the problem of roof- 
ing his glasshouses at an angle designed to 
‘catch the maximum amount of light when 
the sun was low and the minimum when it 
was high. This led him to adopt the V- 
shaped ridge-and-furrow principle as the 


Means best adapted to this end. The new 
design was tried out on a palm house at 
Chatsworth in 1832 and proved satisfactorv. 
It was then applied throughout the Great 
Conservatory begun in 1837. This was at the 
time the largest glass building in the world, 
and the quantity of sash bars required 
amounted to 40 miles in length. 


Paxton was not the first or the only man 
to build in glass and iron. Why, there- 
fore. is he now generally recognised as the 
pioneer of the ferro-vitreous development 
which more and more is beginning to revo- 
lutionise the appearance of our streets? It 
was. I think, because as a self-taught man 
with a touch of genius he was quite un- 
inhibited by academic or classical tradition. 
He, first of his contemporaries. saw clearly 
the functional use to which glass could be 
put and applied it on a large scale. The 
real significance of the Crystal. Palace lies 
in the fact that it was the first considerable 
example of prefabrication, the first mass- 
produced building. It was planned on 
straightforward mathematical lines and 
based on standard units. 


The Crystal Palace in its clean bold lines, 
in its perfect functionalism, conformed to 
two great canons of art—simplicity and 
truth. The acceptance of Paxton’s plan was 
a gesture of desperation on the part of the 
Commissioners—a straw at which they 
grasped to save the whole project from de- 
struction. But grave doubts were expressed 
as to the possibility of a great greenhouse 
meeting the needs of the Exhibition. The 
stability of such a structure not unnaturally 
was called in question. 
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Paxton was always regarded with sus- 
picion by the hierarchy of architects—a fact 
to which the contemporary pages of The 
Builder bear ample witness. It is under- 
standable that the eminent architects of the 
dav, who at the eleventh hour saw a mere 
gardener sweep in and consign all their plans 
to limbo, were not a little sore and out- 
raged at so strange and unnatural a develop- 
ment. 


Girdle Round the Metropolis 


Three years after the Great Exhibition 
Paxton came forward in 1854 with another 
vivid and imaginative scheme of which few 
people to-day have ever heard. The con- 
gestion of London traffic had caused the 
House of Commons to set up a committee 
to inquire into better means of communica- 
tion in the metropolis. The metropolitan 
railways were preparing to unite their 
various districts by underground lines. 
Paxton thought otherwise and produced an 
ambitious project to encircle the metropolis 
with a vast boulevard of glass, 114 miles 
long. 

The Great Victorian Way was to be of 
iron roofed with glass, 72 ft. broad and 
100 ft. high. It was te start at the Royal 
Exchange, cross the river at Rotherhithe by 
a special bridge, pass through Lambeth, 
cross the river again at Westminster, so on 
via Victoria, Belgravia, Kensington, Notting 
Hill to Paddington, then back from Padding- 
ton via Islington to its starting point at the 
Royal Exchange. Houses and shops were 
to be built under cover of the arcade with 
an ordinary roadway between them. Eight 
lines of railways were to run on a raised 
corridor 20 ft. high. The scheme was to 
cost the trifling sum of £34 million, but 
Paxton was convinced that rentals from 
houses and traffic receipts would pay the 
interest on the capital. He was no less con- 
vinced that all the technical difficulties of 
construction could be overcome. 

The Committee were clearly impressed by 
the scheme’s merits, but the House of 
Commons, more prosaically minded, failed 
to respond to the vision of a London girt 
by a glass arcade encircling trains, shops 
and passengers. They would have none of it. 

Ill fortune seems to have dogged Paxton’s 
plans; designs for a crystal palace in France 
and one in America have disappeared as 
completely as those of the Great Victorian 
Way. Unfortunately, too, no example of 
his work in glass survives. 

If Paxton had ruffled builders and archi- 
tects by his unauthorised entry into their 
territory, their feelings must have been 
further lacerated when this freebooter in 
glass had the audacity to turn his attention 
to building houses in orthodox materials. 
While the Crystal Palace was under con- 
struction in the autumn of 1850. Paxton was 
commissioned by Baron Meyer de Roths- 
child to build him a house at Mentmore 
in Buckinghamshire. This was no week-end 
cottage, but a vast country mansion whose 

esign was inspired by Wollaton Hall. Not- 
tingham, The Mentmore house was followed 
in 1853 by a country seat still vaster for 
Baron James de Rothschild at Ferriéres, 25 
miles from Paris. Paxton was a gardener. 
His expertise in glass is understandable. But 
I confess I am puzzled how a man untrained 
as an architect could cope with the technical 
problems presented by these great mansions. 
But Paxton always welcomed counsel and 
advice from experts with skill greater than 
his own. His son-in-law, Mr. Stokes, was 
a professional architect, and his assistance 
was undoubtedly valuable in working out 
detailed plans. 
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LLOYD WRIGHT IN BRITAIN 
Mr. R. Furneaux Jordan’s Radio Talk 


GOME of the highlights of the recent visit 

to this country of Frank Lloyd Wright, 
the American architect, were described by 
Mr. R. FUuURNEAUX JorRDAN, F.R.I.B.A., 
Principal of the Architectural Association 
School of Architecture, in a talk given on 
the B.B.C. Third Programme, on September 
14 Fe 

Mr. Jordan began by asking whether 
Lloyd Wright’s visit was an event of signifi- 
cance for architecture or a case of just one 
more “old buffer”—for Frank Lloyd 
Wright is over 80—attending just one more 
of the hundreds of speech days that adorn an 
English summer? He continued :—* Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s first adventures in architec- 
ture belong to the Chicago of the ‘nineties 
and by a!l the normal rules laid down for 
‘old buffers’ at speech days, he should only 
have been able to talk wisely only of his 
own past to young men and women interested 
only in the future. But, of course, Frank 
Lloyd Wright did not come from Wisconsin 
to London just for that; I think his visit was 
a symbol; he came, perhaps, because in the 
first half of this century he—in his way— 
went through just the same sort of fight with 
men and traditions that the young architects 
of to-day will—in their way—have to go 
through in the next half century.” 

We take the following extracts from Mr. 
Jordan’s subsequent remarks :— 

It will, of course, be a very far cry from 
the London of. say, 1900 to the Chicago of 
1890; the conditions will be vastly different 
socially and technically, but it is evident that 
if a new visual and physical environment is 
to be created in our cities, the same old 
battle against obscurantism, philistinism, 
commercialism and academicism will have 
to be foucht all over again. Our nineteenth- 
century cities are worn-out, hideous, squalid 
and—even as instruments of trade—grossly 
inefficient. Since it is nothing less than 
cities that the architects of the next 50 years 
will be building. the fivht will be on a wide 
front; Frank Lloyd Wright built, houses, 
hotels and factories and his fight was 
smaller, more individual, more personal, but 
it was the same battle that creative men 
have always fought, the battle to be even 
tolerated in their efforts to do things a little 
better than other people are doing them. 
Victory in this battle has its fruits and 
rewards—but popular'ty is not one of them, 
and if Frank Lloyd Wright visited us in 1950 
as a symbol of the new values that he has 
been creating in his long, dramatic and 
flamboyant life, it is only very recently 
that even his American colleagues reluctantly 
and belatedly recogn‘sed his greatness. They 
could have forgiven his arrogance, they 
could have forgiven him for never praising 
their own work, but what is difficult for 
small men to forgive in a big one is the 
fact that—to use his own phrase—he had 
“a basis for his arrogance.” 

It is true that we. at the A.A. School, 
invited Frank Lloyd Wright to England for 
the same reason as one might have invited, 
say, William Morris (had he been alive}— 


not only for what he had done, but for what. 


he had stood for. In the end, however, it 
will be his charm and that kindness that 
remain as a memory. 

Interwoven with the charm, or perhaps 
they are really its ingredients, are other 
qualities—an insatiable curiosity, an in- 
credible vitality and an altogether delightful 
vanity. From the moment of his arrival] in 


this country there was nothing about people 
or agriculture or the economic system about 
which he did not want to know the answer. 


At the Royal Festival Hall 


His. vanity might take some such inno- 
cent form as setting off to St. James’s-street 
to buy top hats—in the plural. On the other 
hand, the experience of a lifetime was 
reflected in the self-assurance with which for 
two hours he gave the Chief Architect to the 
L.C.C. a criticism of the Royal Festival 
Hall. He did not want to climb ladders, 
the drawings and models were good enough: 
“My boy, I can tell from those drawings 
what your building is like to the last gnat’s 
heel.” And when at one~po'nt someone 
said: ““So you fear, Mr. Wright, that we 
might get a little too much reverberation,” 
he replied: “Fear! I don’t fear, I know. 
I’m telling you. Sullivan and I built 26 
concert halls and I know.” But, in spite of 
his criticism, at the end came the smile and 
he asked for a box’on the opening night 
of what, he admitted, would be a very great 
building. 

It is also part of his vanity and charm 
that his dislike of the Renaissance and the 
Baroque does not excludé an occasional 
gesture in the grand manner. The first com- 
prehensive exhibition of his work will be 
held in Europe next year—the setting is to 
be nowhere less than the Strozzi Palace in 
Florence. We have no Strozzi Palace in 
London, but somehow we ought to have that 
exhibition. 

Lloyd Wright is a prophet of decentralisa- 
tion and impresses one with the fact that 
there is room in Texas for every household 
in the Un'ted States to have a small farm. 
With his Wisconsin and Arizona background 
it was d fficult to make him realise fully the 
physical planning problems created by a 
population of 50 million in this small in- 
dustrialised island. Finally, however, one 
did manoeuvre him in front of the great wall 
map of Greater London at the County Hall: 
“Mv God!” he said, “My God! What a 
morass!” 


F. L. W. and the Machine 


Lloyd Wright never shirked the implica- 
tions of the machine. Indeed, he has 
revelled at times in the fullest possible use 
of sheet metal, extruded metal, neon tubes, 
plate glass, modern heating systems and pre- 
cast concrete blocks. His Unity Church of 
1906 was the first re‘nforced concrete mono- 
lith in the world. It was, nevertheless, out 
of his romantic admiration for Ruskin and 
Whitman and his love of nature that his 
best work grew. It is in the potentialities 
of bare wood, gran'te and stone, of the 
Japanese way of extending house into garden, 
of the vast open hearth, of the organic 
linking of building and site or in such 
romantic conceptions as the translucent 
canvas roofing of the Arizona studios that he 
has found his main inspiration, 

It is this feeling for the organic and the 
romantic, I think, that explains his ecstatic 
response to the English Cotswolds. This 
was, certainly, not just the response of the 
American tourist to boous Tudor: it was 
the stonewalls of the sheeplands, the barns, 
the simpler cottages and smallest churches 
that excited him—these and the humanised 
English landscape. His dislike of the 
Renaissance sometimes led him to extremes; 
his comment when dining in the Goldsmiths 
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Hall in the City—with its Corinthian 
columns, gilded ceiling and glass chandelier 
was: “I acknowledge the dignity of this 
hall, but I deny that it has a soul ”—fair 
comment, perhaps—but the slightest classi- 
cal twirl on an Elizabethan doorway. would 
also bring down fulminations upon foreign 
intrusions. He never quite saw that there 
was an Angl'cised Renaissance no less native 
to us than the barn roof. 


However, his incurable romanticism, his 
love of the vernacular, the native and the 
organic must not be confused with any sham 
antiquarianism. In a Cotswold valley, he 
saw one of the loveliest of the smaller early 
manor houses together with its collections 
that may one day surprise the nation. This 
shook him a little—so clean outside the 
realm of ordinary tourism—but afterwards 
he had his comment: “ There’s medievalism, 
my boy, dead on your chest.” His excite- 
ment returned when he got back to reality 
and to our welfare state at work: he went to 
see his ancestral Wales and in Wales an in- 
dustrial development area—new factories, 
new housing, new schools. This was real 
as well as romantic and it belonged to the 
future, not to the past—it was fore, it was 
his own decentralisation at work, getting 
men out of dead cities. The factories and 
the houses might be good or bad, but here in 
the Welsh mountains where men had rotted 
in the "thirties, something was really hap- 
pening, as real and practical as the Cotswold 
barn had once been—and F. L. W. was 
really excited at last. 


INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED 
ARCHITECTS 
Annnal Dinner 


THE ANNUAL dinner and dance of the 
Institute of Registered Architects was held 
at the Park-lane Hotel, W.1, on November 
10. 


The toast of “The Institute” was pro- 
posed by ViscOUNT BUCKMASTER OF CHED- 
DINGTON, who, in the course of his remarks. 
congratulated the Institute on a year of 
striking development. He said he was 
particularly interested in the Students’ 
Advisory Service to be inaugurated in the 
new year. Replying, the President, Mr. 
WILLIAM H. SCANLAN, sa‘d that architects 
sincerely believed that the present system of 
building licensing and allocation should be 
drastically amended both in regard to new 
buildings and the reconstruction and repair 
of existing buildings. 

The toast of “ The Architects’ Benevolent 
Society” was proposed by Mr. VINCENT 
Burr, and Mr. Rosert Foster. chairman of 
the Centenary Appeals Committee, replied. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL. Promoted by Coventry 
Cathedral Reconstruction Committee. Premiums : £2,000, 
£1,500 and £1,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-P.R.I.B.A.; Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A.; and Mr. 
Howard Robertson, A.R.A. Conditions from: The 
Secretary, Coventry Cathedral Reconstruction Committee, 
22, Bayley-lane, Coventry. Dep. £2 2s. Last day for 
questions : December 13, 1950. Closing date for designs : 
July 2,1951. November 3, 1950. 


£1,000 TERRACE HOUSE. Promoted by The Builder 
Premi total £500. Assessors: Sir 
M.Arch. ; Mr. Arthur Kenyon, 





newspaper. rr 
Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., 
C.B.E., F.R.L.B.A., M.T.P.I. ; and Sir Stephen Tallents, 


K.C.M.G., C.B., Hon. A.R.1.B.A. Conditions from : 
The Editor, The Builder, Builder House, Catherine-street, 
W.C.2. Dep. £2 2s Closing date for designs : January 17, 
1951. November 10 and 17, 1950. 


Dates in italics at the end of paragraphs refer to issues 
of “The Builder” in which details of the competitions 
apneared. 
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THE TESTING TIME OF 
PLANNING 


Need for Full Consultation on 
Development Plans 


(PENING the Town and Country Plan- 

ning Association’s conference at the 
London County Hall on November 16, Mr. 
G. S. LINDGREN, M.P., Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, said he believed the testing time 
of planning was coming next year when the 
local authorities’ development plans were 
due to be submitted to the Minister. 


In his earlier remarks Mr. Lindgren paid 
a tribute to the excellent work the Associa- 
tion had done and was doing in the interests 
of planning and of the people. 

“ This is an era of rapid change,” he con- 
tinued. “Full employment—undreamed-of 
emphasis on productign and export—greater 
use of land and mechanical farming— 
increased mineral development—the aero- 
plane and motor-car—comfort in the home, 
the electric kitchen—radio and television. 
All of these things mean a big change; a 
shake-up of established conceptions. They 
mean more airfields, more factories, more 
power stations, more reservoirs, more 
mineral production, etc. Here is the rub: 
while everybody wants more electric power 
to ensure that there are no power cuts in 
his home or his factory, he wants the power 
station as far away from him as it can pos- 
sibly be; while everyone wants plenty of 
water he wants the lakes and the mountains 
undisturbed; while everyone wants full 
employment and efficient production he 
hates some of the prerequisites—the tear- 
ing up of land for minerals, the erection of 
vast new factories, even the siting of New 
Towns. ... 

“Planning cannot be static. There can 
be no question of a code of rules and regula- 
tions which is fixed and to which everything 
must conform, with all unpleasantness 
barred. Planning cannot rest; it has got to 
keep abreast of events and, within limits, 
accommodate itself to events. Its target is 
a moving target. Life must go on whilst 
we plar. I sometimes detect in planning 
circles the idea that life ought to stop or 
be pushed around until everything and 
everyone conform in every detail to a pretty 
picture drawn on paper. It just won't hap- 
pen that way. 

“Above all, we must remember we are 
dealing with human beings and how they 
tive, and we must carry public opinion along 
with us. _ That does not mean every private 
opinion; it means broad public opinion. 

“In my view, the real testing time of plan- 
ning Is coming next year when the develop- 
ment plans of the local planning authorities 
ire due to be submitted to my Ministry. But 
submission to and approval by the Ministry 
are not enough. Nor is it enough for the 
local planning authority to have consulted 
ind reached agreement with the boroughs 
ind urban and rural districts within its area. 
The ordinary citizen must be helped to 
understand the plans, to comment on them 
and to criticise them. It sometimes disturbs 
me that whilst we are moving more and 
more towards ‘joint consultation in indus- 
try, with the worker understanding his 
niche in the industrial machine and making 
his contribution to policy and day-to-day 
management, in local and national govern- 
ment, we somehow fight shy of * joint consul- 
tation,’ with those whom we serve. Nothing 
will so vitally affect the lives of men and 
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women throughout the country over the 
next 20 years as the development plans to 
be submitted next year. If those plans are 
to become a reality, if they are to succeed, 
they must be understood by those whom 
they affect. here must, therefore, be full 
and sympathetic consultation.” 

Mr. Lindgren concluded by saying that the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
would welcome with open arms the help of 
the Town and Country Planning Associa- 
tion in getting the development plans under- 
stood in every district up and down the 
country. 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS’ 
CONFERENCE 


Planning in Spain 

HE international conference of lands- 
scape architects was held in Madrid 
from September 20 to 24. One hundred 
and seventy-two delegates from 22 
countries attended, the increase in numbers 
over those at the 1948 conference being 
largely due to those from the South 
American states. Although the interchange 
of technical knowledge was hampered by 
difficulties of language, the conference was 

an outstanding success. 

The nightly receptions were not only re- 
markable in themselves but enzbled dele- 
gates to mix in the most delightful circum- 
stances. The conference was accompanied 
by an exhibition in the Crystal Palace in 
the EI Retiro park, in which many coun- 
tries took part and at which a small British 
section held its own with the best of 
European design. 

The purposes of the conference, its re- 
actions upon the delegates and its impact 
on Spain were all well described in the 
speech of His Excellency the Minister of 
the Interior at the closing meeting in the 
University City. 

Spain, he said, was conscious of the ad- 
vantage of good town planning and in many 
areas town planning committees had been 
appointed and plans -were being drawn up 
with a view to achieving artistic cities. He 
continued: 

“We have not in Spain any definite bye- 
laws for the protection and preservation of 
our landscapes and gardens. But we are 
now thinking of this and soon an ordinance 
will be submitted to the Cortes. If we wish 
to wipe out defects from our Spanish land- 
scapes we must remember that the worst of 
them are due to a materialistic interpreta- 
tion of life acted on by men with blunted 
sensibilities who forget that man has a soul 
and therefore contend that things that are 
necessary to the mind are superfluous. 

“From the emotional and artistic points 
of view, I see in your debates something 
like three signs of expression: the sign of 
the landscape. the sign of architecture, and 
the sign of the garden, which form a tri- 
logy that is indissoluble and in which there 
also enters harmony, the key of architecture 
as a fine art.” 

The British delegates to the conference 
were: Mr. G. A. Jellicoe and Miss Sylvia 
Crowe (president and hon. secretary re- 
spectively of I.F.L.A.), Miss Judith Lede- 
boer (representative of the British Institute 
of Landscape Architects), Miss Jocelyn 
Frere Adburgham, Mrs. Sheila Haywood, 
Mr. Haynes Hedley Stuart, Mrs. Jellicoe, 
Miss Mary Lysaght, Mrs. Ann Moorsom, 
Mr. John Roberts and Mr. Richard Sudell. 
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OBITUARY 


Mr. Anthony Peyman and 
Mr. F. E. Drury 


BUILDING EDUCATION and apprenticeship 
are the poorer by the deaths of Mr. Anthony 
Peyman and Mr. F. £. Drury, which took 
place last week. Each had made a great 
personal contribution to these important 
subjects. 


Anthony L. Peyman, O.B.E. 

The passing of Mr. Anthony Peyman on 
November 15 leaves a gap in the Southern 
Counties Federation and in building edu- 
cational circles which will not readily be 
filled. During the whole of his industrial 
career, he bore aloft the torch lighting the 
way to improved education and training in 
the industry. An idealist throughout, he 
was one in whom there was blended a full 
appreciation of practical realities. To him 
obstructions and pitfalls were not an excuse 
for inaction but a spur to greater effort. 
Personally forbearing and gentle, he was 
intolerant of all apathy and muddled think- 
ing, which, during an arduous career, was 
lessened by his clarity of thought and un- 
quenchable optimism and hope for raising 
the status of the building industry to the 
level he firmly believed it should rightly 
occupy. It was his appreciation of ultimate 
objectives and his ever-present mindfulness 
of the well-being of the industry that made 
him so formidable a critic yet ever com- 
petent to contribute constructively and 
willingly to devote himself to this cause. 
Anthony Peyman was symbolic of the 
courteous English way of life; he was kind 
and helpful to all who approached him. 


His many friends and his colleagues of 
the firm of Boyd and Murley, of Reading, 
of which he was governing director, mourn 
the loss of a distinguished personal'ty. A 
memorial service is to be held shortly 


F. E. Drury, O.B.E. 


D.A.G.R. writes: Mr. Francis E. Drury 
died suddenly on Sunday, November 19, and 
leaves a gap in the world of building educa- 
tion which it will hardly be possible to fill. 
He was a native of Keighley, in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, and, at a comparatively 
early age, was appointed Head of the Build- 
ing Department at Halifax Technical Col- 
ege. From there he moved to the Royal 
Technical College, Salford, and, shortly after 
the end of the 1914-18 war, to the College of 
Technology, Manchester. At each of these 
colleges his capacity for clear and logical 
organ’sation and teaching contributed greatly 
to the development of the building depart- 
ment, and it was his work, more than that of 
any other single person. which established 
the place of building studies in the world of 
technical education. 

In 1927, on the death of Mr. Sage, Mr 
Drury became Principal of the L.C.C. 
School of Building at Brixton, a post which 
he held until his retirement in 1943. At 
Brixton he continued his work of broadening 
and systematising the courses of study pro- 
vided and so laid the foundations on which 
the school has developed. Following his 
retirement from Brixton, he entered upon 
what was, in many ways, the busiest period 
of a very busy life. Post-war conditions 
favoured the rapid growth of many projects 
at which Mr. Drury had been working 
patiently for years, and he was in the fore- 
front of those who pursued this growth most 
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energetically in all its directions. He was 
an original member of the Building Appren- 
ticeship and Training. Council, and the Chair- 
man of its Education Committee. He was 
President of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers in 1945-46, and a member of the 
Building Research Board. At the same time 
he, was taking a leading part in revising the 
City and Guilds courses in the various build- 
ing crafts and was editing new productions 
of textbooks to meet the greatly expanded 
demands of building courses. In spite of 
this load of work, his wisdom and counsel 
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were always freely at the disposal of anyone 
who sought them; each organisation with 
which Mr. Drury was connected could give 
a separate account of his work and each 
would seem to make up a full life. 

Following so closely as it does the deaths 
of Mr. Manson and, Mr. Peyman, -Mr. 
Drury’s death is one; which the building 
industry can ill-afford, for there are very 
few who have the knowledge and. experience 
to guide the industrialists and the education- 
ists in the critical times which lie. ahead for 
building .education. 





DESIGN OF BUILDINGS FOR HOT CLIMATES 


DURING the latter part of 1949, a paper 

‘ discussing hot climates and the functional 
design of buildings was prepared by Mr. 
J. W. Drysdale, B.E., A.M.I.E. (Aust.), at 
the invitation of the Institution of Heating 
and Ventilating Engineers. It took the form 
of a review of work carried out by the 
Commonwealth Experimental Building Sta- 
tion, Sydney, Australia. 

Since the manuscript of the paper was 
prepared further experimental work has 
been completed, and the following notes 
discuss new data which have become 
available. 

Investigations conducted during the sum- 
mer period 1949-50 included extension of 
the work on the thermal behaviour of struc- 
tures, and a laboratory study of the subjec- 
tive reactions of human beings subjected to 
hot summer conditions. 

(a) Thermal behaviour of structures— 
A study was made of indoor air tem- 
peratures and ceiling temperatures in the 
quarter-scale model houses for a variety of 
conditions, including tiles and asbestos 
cement as roofing materials, ventilation of 
roof spaces, and the use of mineral wool 
and reflective foil as insulating materials on 
ceilings. It was apparent that uninsulated 
ceilings were hot ceilings (up to 10 deg. 
Fahr. hotter than air in rooms below when 
outdoor maxima were about 90 deg. Fahr.), 
and that one inch of mineral wool or a 
layer of double-sided reflective insulation 
over ceiling joists reduced the excess by 
50 per cent. or more. Of the two treat- 
ments, reflective insulation appeared to be 
more effective. 


Summertime Conditions 

Insulation of ceilings did not appear to 
exert any appreciable influence on indoor 
temperatures for summer conditions—as 
distinct from being advantageous in winter 
—hence the emphasis during summer is 
upon insulation as a means for maintaining 
lower ceiling temperatures by day. The 
significance of hot ceilings as adding to dis- 
comfort is not yet understood, as physiolo- 
gical implications have not been examined 
fully. It is reasonable to suggest, however, 
that ceilings should not be appreciably hot- 
ter than afr in the rooms beneath. 

Another phase of the work was to estab- 
lish whether or not the theory of thermal 
models could be applied to industrial-type 
buildings. This study showed that the 
theory was applicable to industrial-type 
buildings having steel frames and saw- 
tooth roofs sheeted with a single thickness 
of corrugated asbestos cement, and concrete 
floors on the ground. 


(b) Physiological Study.—The study of 





Some Recent Investigations 


the subjective reactions of persons subjected 
to hot summer conditions was conducted 
with assistance and guidance from Profes- 
sor W. V. Macfarlane, Department of 
Physiology, University of Queensland. 


The procedure was to seat subjects in an 
air-conditioned room and rest them at a 
dry bulb temperature of approximately 
70 deg. Fahr. for approximately three- 
quarters of an hour before increasing 
the stress of the environment at the 
rate of about 10 deg. Fahr. per hour. Vapour 
pressure in the room was maintained rela- 
tively constant during each test, and con- 
ditions of low and high vapour pressure and 
of low and moderate rates of air movement 
were applied in their various combinations. 


Subjects were asked to record their sen- 
sations of comfort or discomfort on an 
arbitrary numerical scale ranging from one, 
for comfortably cool conditions, to five for 
extreme discomfort. Objective measure- 
ments of skin resistance, and oral and face 
temperatures were also obtained. 

Results from the investigation indicate 
that a dry bulb temperature of approximately 
84 deg. Fahr. is the upper limit of toler- 
able comfort for sedentary workers, or 
others seated while performing light tasks, 
when air movement is slight. When air 
movement is readily perceptible, the cri- 
tical temperature is slightly higher, or 
approximately 86 deg. Fahr. 


Until discomfort was registered, the rela- 
tive humidity prevailing did not appear to 
exert any profound influence on reactions, 
or cause discomfort earlier or later, but it 
was apparent that comfort and mental alert- 
ness commenced to deteriorate earlier, 
when humidity was high, than when moder- 
ately low. 


As the scope of the tests was limited, the 
inferences drawn might not be strictly appli- 
cable to people in all parts of Australia. It 
is considered, however, that dry bulb tem- 
perature is a simple single index of the 
stress of an environment up to the onset of 
discomfort, and provides a workable basis 
for design of buildings not offered by other 
“comfort” scales, which have been found 
to be in error for Australian summer climate 
conditions. 


Council’s Jubilee Booklet 


This year being its jubilee, the Westmin- 
ster ‘City Council has recently published a 
booklet, which gives a glance at Westminster 
as it was, notes a few especial develop- 
ments and shows something of the com- 
plexity and variety of the tasks that a local 
authority must, today, perform on behalf of 
the public. 
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BOOKS 


MEN AND BuILpinGs.. By John Gloag. 
edition. Pp. xxii, 271. _ Illust 
(Chantry Publications, Ltd.) 35s. 


Mr. GLoaG has written 40 be 
which about half deal with archite: 
the .crafts, -and nearly as many 2 
-His versatility is .remarkable, ‘ar 
cess is due toa gift for easy, re 
ing coupled'with a fresh and ur 
mind. “ Men and Buildings ” 
lished in 1931 and now appear 
tion, - Originally it contained 


io 
4s, 


but this new edition’ has. 6 sa 
large number of illustratior and 
it costs four times as mu ieces- 
sor.. Some part of the increas. must 


be due to the general ‘rise in pre fuction 
costs since 1931, the rest must: be attributed 
to the illustrations, which form a valuable 
collection, mainly reproduced from old 
prints. Their selection must have involved 
a great deal.of work.and shows a.wide know- 
ledge of available and obscure sources. . The 
long captions in themselves form a substan- 
tial addition to .the original. book... The 
titles of the twelve chapters in the first edi- 
tion remain unaltered, but a comparison of 
the two editions shows how fastidiously the 
author has revised and amplified its text 
quite apart from minor changes caused by 
the addition of illustrations. Typical: ex- 
amples occur on p. 17, where the account 
of Britain after the Roman evacuation: is 
brought right up to date as a result of writ- 
ings and discoveries since 1931; on p. 100. in 
references to Wren’s. plan for London; on 
p. 137 in comments on William Kent. The 
author’s analysis of Ruskin’s and Morris’s 
doctrines is both masterly and amusing. The 
longest addition to the text is a page (p. 242) 
on modern patronage of architecture. The 
author is extremely critical of his own pre- 
vious literary craftsmanship, correcting 
words and phrases with a nice discrimina- 
tion, and deleting whole paragraphs without 
compunction now and then. To those who 
do not know the book, it may be described 


as a penetrating study of the devele — snt of 

English architecture from Rome to 

the present day, nearly half the 

devoted to the 19th and 20t' 

is full of original thoughts.and » 

well deserves reprinting, for the i. 

years has hardly dulled the fresh 

the author’s breezy comments. 

M. S. B. 

THE Story OF ARCHITECTURE. By Leslie 
Waterhouse. 3rd edition. Pp. xii, 228. 
Illustrated. (B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
10s. 6d. net. 


Onty our elderly readers will remember 
the first edition of this book. It was pub- 
lished in 1902 for one shilling, cloth bound 
and well produced, in Newnes’ “ Library of 
Useful Stories,” and contained some 53,000 
words of text with 58 illustrations. It next 
appeared in 1924 in a revised and enlarged 
form from Messrs. Batsford at 6s. with 124 
illustrations, of which a large proportion 
were line-drawings in the text. The third 
edition now under review is larger in format 
and the number of illustrations has been 
slightly increased, with a preponderance of 
excellent reproductions from photographs, 
and the new price of 10s. 6d. is reasonable 
enough under present conditions. In some 
respects, however, the new method of illus- 
tration is not altogether an improvement, for 
many of the plates do not appear opposite 
the references to them in the text, and that 
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does not make for easy reading, especially 
for beginners. Occasionally, too, the omis- 
sions are regrettable: e.g., the illuminating 
section of St. Peter Mancroft at Norwich, 
which was a typical example of late Gothic 
construction. — 


As for the text, Professor Cordingley is 
to be congratulated upon the way in which 
he has accomplished a most difficult task. 
He has retained the bulk of the author’s 
original text, but has omitted the chapter 
on “Saracenic” architecture, and the short 
sections on Romanesque and Gothic archi- 
tecture in Germany and Spain. It is a pity 
that he has not made reference to the con- 
nection between our own Gothic style and 
sundry origins in Muslim architecture, though 
those were not emphasised by Mr. Water- 
house in his chapter now discarded. The 
new edition, with a text of some 80,000 
words, has its later chapters greatly streng- 
thened, the space devoted to architecture 
since 1800 being more than four times as 
great as in the second edition. The later 
Renaissance in Italy, France and England, 
is much more adequately treated and there is 
a new section on German Renaissance, 
ignored in the second edition. The Byzan- 
tine, Romanesque and Gothic chapters stand 
substantially unaltered, though carefully re- 
vised, and strengthened in the description of 
vaulting methods. The early chapters on 
Egyptian, Western Asiatic, Aegean, Etrus- 
can, Greek, Roman and Early Christian 
architecture have been admirably revised and 
amplified in the light of recent research, and 
greatly enhanced in value by the inclusion 
of numerous plans of ancient buildings and 
sites. Here again Professor Cordingley has 
stressed the importance of constructional 
aspects, especially vaulting, and of planning. 
A comparison of the third edition shows how 
meticulously he has discharged his task of 
revision, with the result that this small book 
written half a century ago has been trans- 
formed into a useful up-to-date manual for 
professional students or genera] readers. That 
is a tribute to Mr. Waterhouse’s original 
work as well as to its editor. Only one slip 
has been noted, on p. 114: “ Mr. F. S. Prior ” 
should read “ Professor E. S. Prior.” 

M. S. B: 


ASPHALTE IN MODERN BUILDING CONSTRUC- 
TION. By G. J. Hancock, A. A. Chant, 
F. E. Drury. Pp. 230. Illustrated. (George 
Newnes, Ltd.) 30s. 

WrtH the increasing use of mastic asphalt 
in all types of building construction, the 
appearance of a reference work on the sub- 
ject is welcome. This book contains informa- 
tion based on the research and experience of 
the Natural Asphalte Mine Owners’ and 
Manufacturers’ Council, which has given its 
full support to the preparation of the text. 

Detailed information is given on _ the 
nature, Gomposition, manufacture and uses 
of mastic asphalt, the technique of asphalt- 
ing, and the testing and analysis of the manu- 
factured material and its components. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


THE TALE OF THE TuB. By Geoffrey Ashe. 
(London: Newman Neame, Ltd.) Price 6s. 


BUILDING CONSTRUCTION AND DRAWING. 
By G. A. Mitchel and A. M. Mitchell. 
(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. 


EXPLANATORY HANDBOOK ON THE BS. 
CODE OF PRACTICE FOR REINFORCED CON- 
CRETE. By W. L. Scott, ‘M.Inst.C.E., W. H. 
Glanville, C.B.E., and F. G. Thomas, Ph.D., 
B.Sc. (London: Concrete Publications, Ltd.) 


Price 9s. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Durham Council’s Action 


N November 15 Dr. Hit raised the 
question of the action of the Durham 
County Council in passing a resolution re- 
quiring every member of the staff te produce 
evidence of membership of a trade union or 
professional association under threat of 
dismissal. 

The B.M.A., he said, was a voluntary body, 
and its attitude was that no doctor should be 
required to join any body, not even the 
B.M.A. 

It was utterly wrong and _ intolerable 
that a local authority should adopt that atfi- 
tude, and he asked the Minister to make an 
early intervention to settle the problem with 
which the staffs were faced. It provided an 
opportunity to demonstrate that the right of 
an individual to belong or not to belong 
to an organisation was one of the elementary 
rights of the individual. (Opposition cheers.) 

Dr. MoraGan said it was reasonable to 
require an individual to join an organisation 
which could be a party in negotiations on 
conditions of employment. The proposal 
had nothing to do with the freedom of the 
individual. (Opposition cries of dissent.) 

Mr. LANG said there was a steady dwind- 
ling of freedom in this country. They must 
at all costs do what they could to preserve 
the freedom of the individual. That included 
the freedom to be foolish, but he would 
rather a man had freedom to be foolish than 
be compelled to do what other people 
thought was wise. 

After further debate Mr. BLENKINSOP, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Health, 
said that a Ministry of Health circular issued 
in 1946 made clear the Government view of 
the matter. They regretted the resolution of 
Durham County Council, although they were 
anxious that local authority and other work- 
ers should join their trade union or profes- 
sional body. They would certainly take the 
measures Open to them—-they were merely 
advisory—and draw the county council’s 
attention to the circular. 


Mobile Labour Force 

Mr. Moopy asked the Minister of Works 
in view of the amount of work in isolated 
areas and the requirements for national 
defence, if he was satisfied that the disband- 
ing of the mobile labour force at Porton 
would not mean increasing costs when the 
work was put out to contractors. 

Mr. Stokes said that the mobile labour 
force would complete the work for which 
it was required at Porton. Any further con- 
struction needed afterwards could be let out 
to contract and should not result in increased 
costs. 

Mr. MELLISH asked if the Minister would 
look again at the whole quesion of mobile 
force because it was doing a wonderful job 
of work. 

Mr. Stoxes.—As I have said in this 
House, the work done by the mobile labour 
force is quite admirable, but the conditions 
under which it was originally required have, 
thank goodness, passed, and I do not think it 
advisable in the interests of the taxpayer to 
keep the force going. 

Mr. Gisson.—Before coming to a final 
conclusion in the business of the mobile 
labour force, will the Minister consult the 
trade unions of the building industry with 
a view to finding a solution for difficulties 
which, I know, are very real? 

Mr. STOKES.—The trade unions are aware 
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of what I am doing: they knew before I did 
it. The mobile force is not suddenly coming 
to an end. It js engaged in a considerable 
quantity of work which will take about an- 
—T 18 months to complete. [November 
13. 


Decorating Firms 
On November 13 Mr. ERrROLt asked the 


‘Minister of Works what was the purpose of 


continuing the registration of decorating 
firms. 


Mr. STOKES said that registration of deco- 
rating firms, together with all other firms 
in the building and civil engineering indus- 
tries, continued for the purpose of collecting 
Statistics of employment and output in these 
industries. 


Office Accommodation 

Mr. STOKES, replying to Dr. Jeger, said 
that 13 buildings and part of another building 
had been licensed in London in the past 12 
months for the purpose of providing office 
accommodation to be leased wholly or parti- 
ally to Government departments. Plans for 
future building were under review. Unless 
there was no further way of releasing requi- 
sitioned premises before emergency powers 
expired, none of these new building schemes 
would be proceeded with until-Re-was satisfied 
both that. on balance it .offered- financial 
advantage and that the material and labbur 
required would not interfere with the hous- 
ing programme. [November 13.] 


Housing Licences 

Mr. BEvAN, replying to Mr. Leslie Hale 
on November 9, said that the allocations to 
local authorities, covering both municipal 
and private licensing, were designed to secure 
that 175,000 houses were completed in 
England and Wales in each of the years 1951 
and 1952. 

Private Building Licences 

On Nov. 16, Mr. ALport asked the 
Minister of Health whether he was willing 
to grant licences, additional to the local 
authority allocation, to individuals who pro- 
posed to build their own houses without 
using any additional labour. 

Mr. LIoNEL HEALD asked the Minister of 
Health why he insisted upon building licen- 
ces in the case of individuals who were ready 
and anxious to build their own houses, using 
no labour beyond that of their own hands 
and no licansed building materials. 

Mr. BEVAN said that a licence for the 
erection of a new house by a private person 
was required under Defence Regulation 56A. 
All licences issued by local authorities must 
come out of the total allocations made to 
them. He knew of no scheme under which 
a concession of the kind desired by the hon. 
member could be made which would not 
be liable to extensive abuse. He was will- 
ing to consider any suggestions which the 
hon. member might wish to make. 


Housing Allocations 

Sir RicHARD ACLAND asked the Minister 
ef Health whether he would alter the present 
system of making housing allocations to 
local authorities so as to allow proportion- 
ately larger numerical allocations to those 
who wished to build higher proportions of 
one- and two-bedroomed houses. 

Mr. BEVAN said that the existing system 
of allocations was sufficiently flexible to allow 
account to be taken of considerations such as 
those mentioned by his hon. friend when 
the detailed building programme of an 
authority was known. [November 16.] 
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THE SUB-CONTRACTOR 
AND BUILDING LICENCES 


By Norman P. Greig, B.A., Barrister-at-Law, 
F.RSan.L., F.LArb., etc. 

A RECENT case heard at ‘the Liver- 

pool Assizes in which a building owner 
was fined £25,000 with the alternative of 12 
months’ imprisonment, two architects £1,500 
each, the main contractor £1,000, two sub- 
contractors £500 each and two _ house- 
furnishers £760 each, will doubtless have 
the effect of warning sub-contractors of the 
peril involved in not making certain that 
the general licence given to the architect 


or. builder covers the work to be executed 
under their sub-contracts. 


The offence concerned unlicensed work 
carried out at the building-owner’s home to 
the extent of £17,000 odd. No particular 
advantage can be gained from a study 
of the defences made by those concerned 
save, for our immediate purpose, the argu- 
ment put forward by the sub-contractors, 
to*the effect that they thought the value 
of the work they were executing under their 
sub-contracts was included under a general 
licence. 


It might be wise to remind readers of 
the provisions of the R.I.B.A. (Revised 1948) 
Form of Building Contract, where quantities 
form part of the contract, in regard to 
Nominated Sub-Contractors, as this form 
is largely used in building work. ‘Clause 21 
of this form, defines nominated sub-con- 
tractors as persons who, where prime cost 
Or provisional sums are included in the 
Bills of Quantities, are nominated or selec- 
ted by the architect to supply and fix 
materials or to execute work on the site. 
Clause 21 (a) contains a proviso to this 
effect: “‘ Provided that no nominated Sub- 
Contractor shall be employed upon or in 
connection with the works . . . (save where 
the Architect and Contractor shall otherwise 
agree) who will not enter into a sub-contract” 
in the manner laid down. 


It therefore follows that it is not the 
entering into a sub-contract that makes a 
person a sub-contractor, but rather the doing 
of some specialised work for which prime 
cost or provisional sums are included in 
the Bills of Quantities, and hence the term 
includes inter alia, decorators, electricians, 
even landscape gardeners and furnishing 
firms, ett. 


It was submitted during the hearing of 
the case that certain matters like an antique 
staircase and panelling intended for a room 
in the house should not be covered by the 
licence. The view of the Ministry as to 
old panelling appears to be that, if fixed in 
such a way as to involve little labour—e.g., 
with screws into battens—then no licence 
is required. As the use of materials and 
labour is the basis on which licences are 
issued it follows that staircases and _fire- 
places taken from another place and 
installed in new quarters must, as their 
fixing involves material and often sub- 
stantial structural work, require a licence. 


In the course of the case, mention was 
made of the fact that the Ministry of Works, 
after they became aware of the infringe- 
ments that resulted on the present action, 
had issued a further licence for a sum of 
£5,000, a matter that seemed to cause the 
learned judge, among others, some surprise, 
and apparently had some effect upon the 
decision to inflict a fine, and not a term of 
imprisonment, upon the principal offender. 
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A few days after the case the Minister 
of Works, on being asked in Parliament 
about the increase of £5,000 in the licensed 
work, made the following reply: “ Licences 
were issued ... in January, 1949, for the 
rehabilitation of the house. When officers 
of my department visited (it) in January 
of this year they found work in progress 
beyond that authorised. 

“Although the house was virtually unin- 
habitable in its existing state, all work was 
stopped, so that, apart from the question 
of taking legal proceedings, immediate con- 
sideration could be given to the minimum 
amount of work needed to make the house 
habitable, remove danger and avoid waste 
of “materials. 

“The greater part of the value of 
the licence then given’ was accounted for 
by the price of antiques, valued at over 
£3,000, which were to be fitted in the fabric 
and which had already been bought. If 
the installation had not been allowed, 
ordinary building material would have had 
to be used. 

“It is my: department’s practice to allow 
the minimum amount of work necessary to 
make a building usable so that building 


“ materials and labour already expended may 


not be wasted.” 


' HOUSING IN THE U.S.A. 
More Research Urged 


(CONGRESSIONAL action to strengthen 

the Government-financed housing re- 
search programme has been called for by 
the American Institute of Architects, which 
describes such research as an antidote to 
rising prices, material shortages, and other 
building problems that have been intensified 
by current international uncertainties. 


In a letter addressed to Mr. Raymond M. 
Foley, Housing and Home Finance Agency 
administrator in charge of the housing 
research programme, the Institute also asked 
for immediate reconsideration of the pro- 
gramme in the light of present-day realities. 
It called for particular attention to the tech- 
nical rather than the economic aspects of 
housing research. 


The statement noted that Congress was in 
the process of fixing a limit to future expen- 
diture on technical investigations into build- 
ing methods, and it described a report of a 
(Congressional conference as a setback to 
recent progress in this field. The Institute 
said that reports, if adopted by Congress, 
would have the effect of cutting in half the 
research projects now carried on by private 
research agencies with Government aid. 


Many universities, research institutions and 
such Government agencies as the Bureau of 
Standards and the Forest Products Laboratory, 
who were proposing to spend considerable 
sums on housing research, would have to 
revise their carefully made plans if Congress 
persisted with its “off-again, on-again 
policy,” declared Mr. Edmund R. Purves, 
the Institute’s executive director. “ This is 
not the path of scientific progress, but of 
political whim,” he added. 


The Institute’s statement also recalled that 
when Congress established the research pro- 
gramme two years ago, it declared its inten- 
tion to increase its scope gradually and 
steadily. The programme embraces building 
code reform, measures to standardise build- 
ing material sizes, and a series of specific 
inquiries into cracking in concrete blocks, 
dampness in basements, and other housing 
defects. 
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Housing agency officials have signed con- 
tracts with.the University of Illinois, Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, University of Toledo, and 
Penn State, and other institutions for a 
decentralised programme of studies initiated 
by the National Housing Act. 


The Institute’s special committee on 
national defence recently expressed the view 
that the defence emergency demands more 
housing research rather than less. It stated 
that faster, and more economical building, 


and the conservation of building materials;- 


all depended on the results of technical 
housing research. 


Record may be Achieved 


A correspondent writes: In the first six 
months of -this. year the erection of no 
fewer than..687,000 dwellings, exclusive of 
farm dwellings, was started in the, United 
States. lf this rate is continued for the 
rest of the year, all previous records. will 
easily be beaten. 


The peak year of the earlier boom was in 
1925, when 937,000 non-farm dwelling units 
were started. The number started last year 
was 1,026,000. Building costs, however, con- 
tinue to increase. Present building costs are 
about double those of 1939 and some 50 per 
cent. higher than in 1945. In spite of this 
the present housing and mortgage boom is 
still in progress. Obviously, the high building 
costs affect the quality of mortgage debts 
through their effect on the values of real 
estate. They make it necessary to borrow 
more money in order to buy a home. 


The Government last April adopted a new 
Housing Act which raised maximum loan 
limits, and at the same time lowered interest 
rates on loans provided by the Federal Hous- 
ing Administration from 44 to 44 per cent. 
There are many reasons for the present 
housing boom which is keeping up the pros- 
perity of the United States. There was 
relatively little building from 1930 to 1936 
and during the war years of 1942 to 1945. 
There is, therefore, an accumulated demand 
for houses accentuated by the movements 
of population, the increasing number of 
families and the very high wages earned. 


At the same time those who remember the 
grave slump which took place in 1930, and 
onwards, are not happy at the rise in home 
mortgage debts to about $38 billion this 
year. Some economists fear that America 
is heading for another mortgage debacle. In 
any case, the necessity to deal with mortgage 
credit has become urgent owing to the pro- 
posals to spend much .more money on 
national defence, and to use _ building 
materials for the réquirements of defence 
preparations. 


U.K. October Exports 


The President of the Board of Trade, Mr. 
Harold Wilson, has announced that United 
Kingdom exports in October reached a new 
record: provisionally estimated at £202.2 
million, they exceed the £200 million mark 
for the first time. — This figure is £28.1 
million higher than the average for the first 
nine months of 1950 and £21.2 million above 
the average for the third quarter of the 
year. Exports to Canada were £12.0 mil- 
lion (equivalent to U.S. $33.7 million) com- 
pared with an average of £10.9 million 
(U.S. $30.6 million) in the third quarter, 
though the October figure was slightly lower 
than in August and in May. 
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ROAD SURFACE DRESSING 
IN WET WEATHER 


A New Treatment 


THE problem of rain spoiling surface 

dressing immediately after it has been 
laid is a serious one to road engineers all 
over the country. It is a particularly diffi- 
cult and expensive one in districts which 
have a high rainfall. Recent experiments 
by the Road Research Laboratory, D.S.LR., 
have succeeded in developing an effective 
solution. 

More than half the mileage of roads in 
this country is maintained by surface dress- 
ing; that is by spraying a film of tar or 
bitumen on the road and immediately cover- 
ing the film with chippings. If it rains 
soon after the laying of the dressing, water 
prevents the stone chips from sticking to 
the coated road. Traffic soon scatters the 
chips and makes ruts in the loose stone 
and the dressing has to be done all over 
again. 

The Road Research Laboratory has 
carried out extensive experiments to 
develop an effective way of ensuring that 
freshly laid surface dressings are not spoiled 
by rain. Fundamental studies of the physics 
of adhesion of the bituminous binders to 
stone surfaces in the presence of water were 
made, using various types of wetting agents 
mixed with the tar and dried out in surface 
dressings during summer and winter. All 
these produced poor results. It was then 
decided to treat the other surfacing material 
—the stone chips. The chips are normally 
stored on the roadside in piles ready for the 
work later. The outside layer may be dry 


but the inside of each heap is generally 
wet even in fine weather, so that the stone 


scattered on the tar is normally wet. The 
wetness of the stone is no problem in fine 
weather as the stone dries quickly when 
spread on the road and sticks to the tar. 
if, however, the atmosphere is humid or 
cold the wet stone will not dry out and 
there is no adhesion. It was found that the 
water on wet stone is displaced if the stone 
is treated with creosote containing a 
“wetting” agent. This treatment enables 
the stone to stick to the tar immediately 
and water cannot later break this bond. 


Coating the Stone 

Of the materials tried, it was found that 
a solution of creosote and cetyl pyridinium 
bromide was completely successful. The 
best method of coating the stone is in a 
large mixer, for instance, at a quarry, but 
for stone already dumped at the roadside 
: concrete mixer is more convenient. The 
surface dressing will then stay on the road 
no matter how hard or how soon it rains 
after the dressing has been laid. It is also 
possible to spray the solution on the top 
of the tar film before the stone chips are 
applied. This method gives good: results 
although it is not quite so effective as using 
treated stone. 

Both methods of treatment were tested in 
the rainier districts of the country. With 
the co-operation of road engineers, lengths 
of surface dressing were laid in Cornwall, 
N. Wales, the Lake District, Lancashire, 
Dumbarton and Lanarkshire. In each 
county sections of treated and untreated 
dressing were laid on the same day so that 
& good comparison could be made. The 
results confirmed that the treatment is 
effective. 
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The treatment, of course, adds to the 
cost of surface dressing, but only about 
a penny or three-halfpence per square yard. 
Since the expenditure on surface dressing 
each year is some £8 millions to £12 millions 
considerable economy should, in fact, result 
from making the process more certain in 
spite of the increased costs. 


TIMBER TECHNOLOGY - ° 


The Place of Education 


At the Cambridge Instructors’ end-of- 

course dinner, some interesting speeches 
were made by members of the timber trade 
and the Timber Development Association. 
The course was of 6-day duration and was 
attended by students at Cambridge Univer- 
sity. 

Mr. David B. Irvin, Deputy Chairman of 
the Timber Development Association and 
Chairman of the Education Standing Com- 
mittee, reviewed timber education over the 
past year and discussed its future develop- 
ment. 


“Timber Education: Its Future 

Development ” 

Mr. IRvIN said that throughout the 
country interest in the timber education 
scheme was spreading. Last winter at 65 tech- 
nical colleges over 4,000 students attended 
classes and lectures on timber. There was 
the national examination scheme in tim- 
ber technology and timber trade practice, 
leading to the award of a certificate after 
three years’ study. In addition, a Higher 
Certificate Examination had been intro- 
duced, and it was noted that more and more 
firms were insisting throughout the country 
that their employees should take this course 
and gain the certificates. 


“Today, timber is faced with competition 
from other materials,” added the speaker, 
“and it is therefore more essential than ever 
before that there should be a scientific 
approach to a planned training scheme for 
young members of the trade. They must 
really get to know the material they are 
handling and understand all the technical 
and scientific uses to which it can be put. 


“Now that timber technology is taught 
in 65 technical colleges, now that hundreds 
of students have obtained the T.D.A. certi- 
ficate, questions are raised from time to time 
as to whether or not the T.D.A. will soon 
be in a position to introduce some actual 
qualifications to the holders, so that when 
a man wishes to apply for a post he will 
not merely say he holds one of the T.D.A. 
certificates but is perhaps able to say he 
belongs to some institute or organisation 
which enables him to place certain letters 
after his name. The Association has at all 
times been anxious to ensure this fulfilment 
of its educational plans. During this week 
there have been many inquirijeg on this ques- 
tion from those attending the course. I can 
assure you it is something that has not 
been forgotten, and which I think I may say 
is even under consideration.” 


The Timber Supply Position 

The Director of the Association, Mm 
Puittie O. REECE, speaking on the timber 
supplies position in the present international 
crisis, said that in putting its services for the 
last ten years entirely at the disposal of the 
Government, the timber trade had learned 
a form of obedience which had been per- 
sisted in a little too long now that the war 
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was over. The trade had not only a-duty 
to the Government—whatever the Govern- 
ment of the day might be—but it had a duty 
also to people and the future of British 
industry, and there was no doubt that at 
this moment the trade and the future of 
timber were being rather dangerously 
treated by our masters. 


“Timber is one thing this country’s 
economy cannot do without,” declared Mr. 
Reece, “and yet it is the one thing of which 
we are starved. You would think that in 
dangerous times like these we would have 
taken steps to ensure adequate supplies of 
this very important material. But what hap- 
pens? We have a Government rather like 
the foolish virgins, who on the outbreak 
of the greatest international crisis since 1939 
held in this country only enough timber to 
keep us going for seven or eight weeks! We 
cannot afford to run this sort of risk! We 
must have more timber! 


“TI would like to take the opportunity of 
saying a word in favour of Sir Arthur 
Salter’s suggestion that we ought to be 
accumulating a strategic reserve of imperish- 
able materials. In both 1917 and 1941 we 
were nearly defeated because of submarine 
depredations on our shipping. Sir Arthur 
argues that, if we accumulated, in times of 
peace, stores of imperishable goods, then in 
the unfortunate event of war our merchant 
and naval shipping could concentrate on 
bringing in our essential supply—food.” 


An Institute of Timber Technology? 


Mr. J. R. NEWMAN Booth, of the Min- 
istry of Education, referred to the question 
of a professional qualification in timber 
technology. The timber trade, which had 
a big Association, was, he said, to be con- 
gratulated on the breadth of vision which 
had permitted those concerned to organise 
and operate its educational schemes so suc- 
cessfully. The past had shown that there 
was a big demand for this type of training. 
Where must we go in the future of timber 
education? There was some indication in 
an earlier speech of some qualification. He 
could not speak in that regard on behalf of 
the Ministry, but personally he hoped that 
something could be done in that direction. 
When he looked back on the students who 
were studying for professional qualifications 
in our technical colleges by means of part- 
time education he saw people who were 
probably studying one full day per week and 
others two or three evenings a week over a 
period of five years before they reached their 
goal. And it seemed to him that at the 
moment there was a long way to tread from 
one or two nights per week in the first 
three years to perhaps two or more in the 
fourth and fifth years as would be the case 
of timber technology before one reached the 
point where professional qualification could 
be granted. But he was sure that as this 
work in timber education had grown from 
very small beginnings, so the time would 
come when, with a greater number of per- 
sons attending courses, there would be a 
sufficient number of people who would be 
glad to take up membership of such an 
institution. 


Aluminium Alloys in Building 

A report on the structural use of alu- 
minium alloys in building has been prepared 
by the Institution of Structural Engineers, 
11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. from whom 
copies are obtainable, price 3s. 6d. each. 








FIRE RESEARCH 
PROBLEMS 


Annual Report, 1949 


TPHE widening range of the work carried 

out by the Joint Fire Research Organisa- 
tion is described in “ Fire Research, 1949,” 
recently published by H.M. Stationery Office 
for the D.S.I.R., price 1s. 9d. The Report 
mentions research on fires in buildings, air- 
craft and forests and on fire-fighting equip- 
ment. ‘ 


Fires in Buildings 

Some progress has been made in studies of 
the growth of fire in buildings by means of 
laboratory experiments with small models. 
A series of large-scale experiments was car- 
ried out in which the performance of certain 
types of construction in the standard test fur- 
maces was compared with their behaviour 
under practical fire conditions in houses. 
Tests in the furnaces were followed by full- 
scale tests in a mock-up living room com- 
plete with rough furniture. The time of 
failure in the actual fire was similar to that 
of the furnace tests. Further tests were 
carried out with prestressed concrete and 
with steel beams protected by gypsum pro- 
ducts. The laboratory study of the hazard 
of the ignition of structural materials by flue- 
pipes was continued. The lower part of a 
flue may reach a temperature of nearly 
1,500 deg. Fahr. under certain conditions 
when a closeable stove is in use. The tem- 
peratures reached on the surface of wooden 
panels near the flue, with and without a pro- 
tective covering of asbestos, have been mea- 
sured and safe distances for use of combus- 
tible structural materials determined. 


Forest Fires 

The abnormal weather in 1949 brought an 
unusually high number of fires in the open, 
including various forest fires. In collabora- 
tion with the Forestry Commission, the sites 
of some fires in this country were examined 
and experimental fires carried out. Two 
plots, each one chain square, were fired. In 
the first a fire was started to windward at one 
point only. The fire took about half an 
hour to reach the opposite side of the plot. 
In the other, an attempt to simulate a fire 
entering a forest plantation from an area of 
heathland was made. The whole windward 
edge was primed and fire started at four 
points simultaneously. Half the plot was 
covered in two minutes. At its height, the 
fire advanced at about 16 feet per minute, 
and in seven minutes most of the plot was 
destroyed. A visit was paid to the site of 
fires in Bordeaux and an examination of 
the burnt-out areas supported experimental 
observations. Wherever it is practicable, 
forests should be divided into units by means 
of fire breaks or fire stops to restrict the 
development of fire. Unless this is done, in 
certain types of forest the situation can de- 
velop beyond the control of any feasible 
fire-fighting system. 

A comparative study of foam compounds 
was made on fires in petrol and certain indus- 
trial solvents, such as industrial methylated 
spirit. The rate of destruction of hydrolised 
protein foams on alcohol fires was too rapid 
to be overcome by a reasonable increase in 
the rate of delivery. Certain types of 
chemical foam were most satisfactory. 

Rather more than half of the investiga- 
tions were carried out in response to requests 
received from industry and commerce. They 
included examination of sprinkler heads and 
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of new types of fire extinguisher, tests on 
prototype models of firemen’s helmets, the 
examination of a variety of materials sus- 
pected of spontaneous heating, and visits to 
the scene of fires to elucidate their causes. 


RADIATION FROM BUILDING 
FIRES 


A National Building Study 


N.B.S. TECHNICAL PAPER No. 5, Part III, 
published on November 7, contains further 
results of investigations carried out by the 
Building Research Station on fire resistance 
and related problems. It deals with the 
scientific principles underlying the spread of 
fire from one building to another due to 
thermal radiation from windows. Proceed- 
ing from the basic formula for radiation and 
certain experimental data, the paper develops 
methods of calculating the risk of spread 
of fire in terms of the various factors 
involved. Examples of correlation with 
actual fires are given, and the subject is 
developed to show how the risk of spread of 
fire by radiation can be related to building 
densities. - 

N.B.S. Technical Paper No. 5, “ Investi- 
gations on Building Fires. Part III, Radia- 
tion from Building Fires,” is published for 
the D.S.LR. by H.M. Stationery Office, 
price 1s. 


LARGE AND SMALL FIRMS 
Mr. Lloyd on the Industry’s Needs 

G PEAKING of the need in the building 

industry for both large and small firms, 
at» the annual dinner of the Liverpool 
Regional Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, on November 16, Mr. ROBERT 
O. Lioyp, president of the N.F.B.T.E., said 
that those who, in their anxiety to criticise 
the industry because of its many firms, made 
calculations which showed, for instance, the 
average number of bricklayers per firm, 
were obviously ill-disposed and were mis- 
leading the public. They could hardly be 
ill-informed because the matter had been 
dealt with in the Report of the Working 
Party who, having realised its importance, 
had given it careful and prolonged considera- 
tion. The Report, after referring to the lay- 
out of building concerns in their range of 
sizes from the one-man jobbing firm, serving 
a particular locality, to the large contractor, 
operating on a nation-wide scale, stated, quite 
definitely, that this layout was required by 
the nature of building operations in their 
great variety of size and location, and that 
it was only in this way that the necessary 
flexibility could be secured. 


What counted, he said, was not the number 
of operatives per firm, but how many bricks, 
how many tons of cement and how many 
standards of timber were available per 
craftsman, and how quickly they were 
assembled. 


Achievements of Private Enterprise 


Speaking at the annual dinner of the Cov- 
entry Association of Building Trades 
Employers, on November 17, Mr. Lioyp 
said that between the two wars many mem- 
bers of the Association built houses for sale 
or letting privately and made large contribu- 
tions to a drive which, when the last war 
bégan, was within measurable distance of 
solving the housing problem. Not only were 
new houses then being built in large num- 
bers but, thanks to the operations of the 
private-enterprise builder, the local authori- 
ties were largely free to deal with the twin 
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problems of the slums and of overcrowding. 
Memories, he continued, were so short, and 
the habit of misrepresentation by hard- 
pressed politicians so prevalent, that the 
public, and especially that part of it which 
was still, after 54 years of peace, living under 


- shocking conditions, could not be too often 


reminded that, of the three million houses 
built by the private-enterprise builder for 
direct sale or letting between 1919 and 1939, 
over 700,000 were of a rateable value of £13 
per annum or less, and over 14 million were 
of a rateable value of between £14 and £26 
per annum. Of 480,900 private-enterprise 
houses built between 1935 and 1939, 200,000 
were built to let, and experience of one of 
the largest building societies was that, in 1939, 
wage-earners formed 48 per cent. of its bor- 
rowers. It was obvious, he said, that the 
sooner the private-enterprise builder was 
given greater scope the more would the hous- 
ing drive be accelerated and the less would 
be the cost to the already over-burdened 
rates and taxes, 


WAY TO HIGHER WAGES 
L.M.B.A. President’s Views 


Wi1H OUTPUT in the building industry at 
its present level neither the building industry 
nor the country could afford the extra 6d. 
an hour which the operatives were now seek- 
ing, said Mr. R. R. Costain, C.B.E., presi- 
dent of the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, when he spoke at a luncheon of 
Central Area No. 3 held on November 14. 

“T believe most fervently in high wages,” 
said Mr. Costain, “ but wages must be linked 
with output or the result is merely an in- 
crease in the cost of building. Official cal- 
culations show that the grant of that extra 
6d., if unaccompanied by higher output, 
would be £1,000,000 a week.” 

Incentive schemes over the past couple of 
years had shown that output per man could 
be substantially increased without undue 
strain on the individual operative. That was 
the way to higher wages, and he hoped the 
operatives, instead of opposing the exten- 
sion of incentives, would take the lead in 
urging them on those employers who had not 
yet seen fit to adopt them or had been 
frightened off them by the apparent difficul- 
ties in introducing them. 

He concluded: “ We are continually being 
criticised as an industry for the high cost 
of building. If, by means of incentives, we 
could get back to the 1938 rate of production 
there would very quickly be a sharp drop 
in our costs.” 


INSTITUTE OF WELDING 


Presidential Address 

[THE history of British welding from its 

introduction early in this century to its 
present assured position as the principal 
means of jointing metals, was outlined by 
Mr. C. S. MILNE in his presidential address 
to -the Institute of Welding given on 
October 25. 

Mr. Milne recalled that it was only 52 
years since the first arc-welding company 
was formed in Sweden, and it was not until 
some years after that that any commercial 
interest in arc welding was evinced in Britain. 
Oxy-acetylene welding was first practised in 
1901 and by 1906 it was being exhibited at 
the Naval, Merchantile and General Engin- 
eering and Machinery Exhibition. 

At first, Mr. Milne continued, it was no 
easy matter to persuade people that there 
was anything significant in this new process 
of fusion welding. Engineers in those days 
were sceptical of these new-fangled notions 
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which cut right across all established 
practice. 

The speaker remarked that it was rather 
a sad reflection of the perversity of human 
nature that it was not the inherent merit of 
these new methods of jointing metals that 
gave welding its first great surge forward, but 
the desire for self-preservation in the 1914- 
18 war, since it was then found that the mass 
production of such war materials as floats 
for submarine nets and mine cases could be 
far more rapidly (and -sometimes more 
cheaply) carried out by welding with semi- 
skilled labour than could similar riveted 


equipment be manufactured. 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 


Talk to London Foremen 


Tue technique of prestressing concrete and 
the advantages of its use in building were 
explained by Mr. BATE to members of the 
London Builders’ Foremen’s Association at 
the Memorial Hall, Farringdon-street, E,C.4, 
on November 3. 

Mr. Bate, who is a member of the staff of 
the Building Research Station, said that by 
1939 the development of the concrete pre- 
stressing process was sufficiently advanced 
for its adoption as a constructional material 
and it had then been employed on a limited 
scale in a number of countries, chiefly France 
and Germany. The devastation left by the 
last war provided an opening for the use of 
new constructional methods, and prestressed 
concrete found a wide field of application, 
particularly in France and Belgium. 

Its use in Britain since the war, Mr. Bate 
continued, had not been so spectacular as on 
the Continent. Continuous and steady pro- 
gress, however, had beea made more recently 
in its employment in building and civil 
engineering. 

Because the use of prestressed concrete 
resulted in the reduction of weight in a 
structure and a saving in the quantity of 
steel when compared with reinforced con- 
crete, Mr. Bate said he thought there was 
considerable scope for its use and that it 
would take its place with other forms of 
construction which were now regarded as 
commonplace. 


CHOOSING A FLOOR FINISH 


Guide to Many Types 

THE properties and uses of some 20 types 
of floor finish are dealt with in N.B.S. 
Bulletin No. 11, published for the D.S.I.R. 
by H.M.S.O., price, by post, 1s. 1d. The 
Bulletin, “ Floor Finishes for Houses and 
Other Non-Industrial Buildings,” discusses 
the more common finishes for use in houses, 
offices and other buildings in which there is 
only pedestrian traffic. 

The problem of choosing a floor finish is 
at present complicated by the scarcity of 
many materials, particularly timber, as well 
as by the shortage of skilled men for laying 
the many specialised types of flooring. A 
clear statement is given of the properties 
required in a floor finish for appearance 
(including ease of cleaning and resistance 
to wear and indentation), durability, and 
comfort factors such as warmth, quietness, 
non-slip qualities, and the indefinable 
property known as “tread.” Each of the 
floorings dealt with is then described 
separately, and an assessment of the extent 
to which they possess the properties men- 
tioned above is shown in a table. Some 
tabulated notes are also given on the specifi- 
cation of each material when laid as a 
ground floor, together with an indication of 
price ranges and availability. 
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ANTI-CORROSIVE 
COMPOSITIONS 


Underwater Service on Steel 


"HE formulation of anti-corrosive compo- 

sitions for ships’ bottoms and underwater 
service on steel is the subject of the first 
report* of the Joint Technical Panel N/P2— 
Paints for Underwater Service on Steel. The 


panel, set up in 1946, includes representa-- 


tives of the Admiralty Corrosion Committee, 
the Association of Ships’ Compositions 
Manufacturers, the British Shipbuilding Re- 
search Association and the Protective Coat- 
ings Sub-Committee, the panel’s parent 
body. 

The report gives the detailed results of 
tests made on 68 specially formulated anti- 
corrosive compositions. The principal aims 
were a study of the effect of changes in the 
medium and an investigation into the in- 
fluence of small changes in pigmentation on 
the protective properties of two of the best 
compositions from earlier experimental 
work, which (coded as formulations Nos. 173 
and 185) have found wide acceptance in both 
naval and mercantile practice. The 68 
compositions comprise systematic variations 
of mixtures of basic lead sulphate, white 
lead, aluminium powder, Burntisland red and 
barytes. All pigmentations have been dupli- 
cated in compositions bound, respectively, 
with a modified phenolformaldehyde/st 
oil medium and a coumarone/stand oi 
medium. In addition, three of the pigmenta- 
tions have been bound with each of five other 
media, including chlorinated rubber, and 
media derived from the modified phenolfor- 
maldehyde/stand oil by the substitution of 
dehydrated castor oil or tung oil for part of 
the stand oil. 

Two coats of the anti-corrosive compo- 
sitions under test were applied to the speci- 
mens and in each case the painting system 
was completed with a final coat of an anti- 
fouling composition to an agreed formula- 
tion, which was the same throughout. Two 





* Obtainable free from the British Iron and Steel 
Research Association, 11, Park-lane, London, W.1. 
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types ef test were applied: raft trials under 
conditions of conaplete immersion at Caernar- 
von and Bmsworth, and accelerated labora- 
tory tests, using the C.R.L. high-speed rotor. 
These laboratory tests were conducted in 
collaboration by the Chemical Research 
Laboratory, Teddington, and the Admiralty 
Metallurgical Laboratory, Emsworth. Tests 
have also been undertaken to ascertain the 
can stability of the compositions, both at 
room temperature and at 120 deg. Fahrenheit. 

Bight of the compositions are placed in 
the “ very good” group, all of which appear 
to be improvements even upon the earlier 
formulations. The best performances were 
given by paints bound in chlorinated rubber, 
which confirms earlier raft tests at Caer- 
narvon. They are closely followed by a 
phenolformaldehydefstand  oil/tung _oil 
medium. The effect of pigmentation was 
slight, but the tendency was for an increase 
in the aluminium content to result in im- 
proved performance, as regards both pro- 
tective properties and can stability. Three 
compositions in which Burntisland red was 
replaced by a natural red oxide gave better 
results than the compositions from which 
they were derived, but further work is re- 
quired before advocating this change. 

From considerations of performance and 
general applicability the mest promising 
composition studied in this programme is 
composition No. 655. This has a pigmenta- 
tion of two parts of basic lead sulphate with 
one part of each of aluminium powder, 
barytes and Burntisland red bound in a 
modified phenolformaldehyde/stand  oil/ 
tung oil (ratio of oils, 1:1) medium. 


THE SMOKE PROBLEM 


“Cities WITHOUT SMOKE,” was the title of 
a paper by Dr. ALBERT PARKER, C.B.E., 
director of fuel research, D.S.I.R., which was 
read before the Royal Society of Arts on 
November 22. Dr. Parker said that the total 
solid matter deposited in our cities and towns 
through the present use of coal varied be- 
tween 50 and 2,000 tons per square mile each 
year, with an average for an industrial area 
of about 400 tons. Country districts might 
receive as little as ten tons per square mile. 
It was difficult to assess the harmful effects of 
this pollution on man and material, but the 
obvious ones were damage to buildings, in- 
creased laundry costs, harm to agriculture 
and detriment to health. It was estimated 
that the sum total of the damage caused was 
£50,000,000 a year, or an average of more 
than 5s. for each ton of coal used. 

Although the problem of eliminating 
smoke, soot and grit was difficult, a reduc- 
tion in atmospheric pollution was possible 
by the proper cleaning of coal and by ensur- 
ing that coal and its products were used with 
the maximum efficiency. In the latter con- 
nection modern solid fuel burning appli- 
ances had recently been greatly improved, 
and the National Coal Board was making 
efforts to raise the standard of its cleaning 
plants. 


L.M.B.A. Past-President Honoured 

The Queen of the Netherlands has con- 
ferred the order of Officer of the Order of 
Orange Nassau upon Concillor W. E. Rice. 
Mayor of Westminster. Coun. Rice is a 
past-President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association. 


Leasehold Property Bill 

The reeenfly published Leasehold 
Property (Temporary Provisions) Bill 
extends the expiry of ground leases of resi- 
dential property when the tenant is in occu- 
pation for two years and makes provision 
for the renewal of shop tenancies. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Commercial Conditions in Australia 


A survey of economic and commercial 
conditions in Australia is published by H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 4s. 


Prizes for Building 

The L.M.B.A. has sent donatiens of five 
guineas each to the prize funds of the Ham- 
mersmith School of Building and the Brixton 
School of Building. 


Kent Foremen’s Association. 

The address of Mr. W. Foulger, secretary 
of the Kent Association of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works, is 44, Palmar- 
road, Maidstone, and not as given in the 
report in our November 10 issue (page 478). 


Mr. Charles Gandy 

Mr. Charles Gandy, chairman of the 
National Smoke Abatement Society, died 
suddenly at his home in Bowdon, Cheshire, 
on November 4. Mr. Gandy had been a 
member of the Society since its formation, 
and chairman of its executive council since 
1934. 
Modern Building Exhibition 

The Rt. Hon. R. R. Stokes, M.C., M.P., 
Minister of Works, will open a “ Modern 
Building Exhibition” designed to show the 
application of research to some present-day 
building problems, at the Hammersmith 
School of Building, Lime-grove, Shepherd’s 
Bush, on December 5. : 


Builders’ 75th Anniversary 
Congratulations are due to Messrs. Truett 
and Steel, Ltd., builders, of Thornton Heath, 
Surrey, who held a dinner at the Park-lane 
Hotel, London, to celebrate their 75th anni- 
versary. Mr. E. T. Truett, a senior director, 
recalled the early days of the firm when his 
father and Mr. Steel began business as 
stonemasons at Thornton Heath. 


Prize and Scholarship Awards 

Mr. J. L. Berbiers, A.R.I.B.A., of South- 
port, has been awarded the Unsworth Sketch 

2sign Prize for the third time. This was 
announced at a recent meeting of the Liver- 
pool Architectural Society. The competi- 
tion was to illustrate a stairway from a given 
description. 

Mr. Christopher Riley, architectural 
student, of Liverpool, has won the Honan 
Travelling Scholarship of £50 for a design 
of an imaginary headquarters for Mersey- 
side Film Institute Society. 


House Purchase by Instalments 

Wallasey Housing Committee has decided 
to submit a scheme to the Minister of 
Health for his approval by which the Cor- 
poration will build houses for purchase by 
prospective tenants on the instalment system. 
Under the scheme the tenant will pay a 
deposit of £25.and the balance in the weekly 
rent. Details have yet to be worked out, 
but it has been suggested the houses should 
cost about £1,500 and that the repayment 
should bz at the rate of a weekly rent of 
approximatzly 39s., including rates, or £1,700 
repayable at a rental of 43s. 6d. a week. 
The repayment would be spread over 30 
years. The suggestion is that the houses 
should be bu'lt out of the licences a'located 
to private builders. It is proposed that 
private builders should have 20 per cent. of 
the total house allocations to the town next 
year, and that out of the 20 per cent. half 
should be devoted to the tenant-ownership 


scheme. 
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B.S.I. Manchester Branch Office 


The British Standards Institution has 
opened a braach office at 12, Hilton-street, 
Manchester, 1. 


Technical Information on Lead 


The Lead Technical Information Bureau 
has now returned to its pre-war address, 90, 
Ebury-street, London, S.W.1 (Tel: Sloane 
0474). 


N.P.S. Annual Report for 1949 


The annual report for 1949 of the 
National Physical Laboratory has _ been 
published for the D.S.I.R. by H.M.S.O., 
price Is. 9d. 


Merseyside Brick Works 

Lack of financial backing is stated to be 
responsible for the inability of brick manu- 
facturers on Merseyside to reopen their 
works that have been closed since the war. 
Several works are affected, and these could 
be reopened if men and money were 
available. 


Foremanship Training Report 

The report on the training of general fore- 
men which was prepared by an ad hoc com- 
mittee set up by the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers in July, 
1948, has now been reprinted and issued by 
the N.F.B.T.E. The committee was com- 
posed of representatives of the Institute of 
Builders, Ministry of Education, London 
Builders’ Foremen’s Association, and the 
National Federation of Clerks of Works and 
Builders’ Foremen. It was asked to formu- 
late “a short-term scheme for the training 
as general foremen of adult male craftsmen 
in the building industry.” 

















CANNOT 
‘yo SCRATGH 





i) 
maecee 60% ATS 
en Mi v~. 





Ce 20% 


Fy 


“LABOUR 
3 SSAVED | 
RESULTS BETTER! ! 


Manger’s Sugar Soap speeds up and eases the 
work, and frees men for your other jobs. It 
sufely removes even ingrained dirt without 
harming any good surface. To be certain 
you are getting the best and quickest-acting 
sugar soap, always ask for Manuer’s. 


MANGER'S SUGAR SOAP 
Nominal 1-lb. cartons 73d. 1 doz. 7/-. 





6 doz. @ 6/6 per doz. 
Ovtv nxid Eire 9d. 1 doz. 8/6. 6 doz. @ 8/- per doz. 
FREE SAMPLE Simply wr te Merchat’s name on your trade 
a heating plucthe words ** Sample Plea-e ** Postto 


J. MANGER & SON LTD., Dept. 8, Kingsland, London, E.8 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 


November 24 1950 


83rd Annual Report 


The 83rd annual report has been issued 
of the Builders’ Clerks’ Benevolent Institu- 
tion. 


L.M.B.A. Golfing Society 


The following officers of the Society have 
been elected for 1951: Captain: D. F. Cox; 
Committee : S. Marshall Andrew, P. Fother- 
ingham Parker and E. W. Garrett, and with 
Mr. P. H. Bates as Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer. 


Building in Concrete 


“Concrete Practice in Building Con- 
struction” is the title of a new booklet 
issued by the Cement and Concrete Associa- 
tion which has been prepared with a view to 
its use by clerks of works, contractors’ 
agents and others responsible for supervising 
the construction of concrete buildings. Its 
object is to present the reasons underlying 
the various clauses of specifications in order 
that they may be more clearly understood 
and intelligently followed. 


Claims on the £309m. 


The Central Land Board’s contribution to- 
wards professional fees incurred in making 
a claim under the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947, will be sent to the claimant 
“care of” the agent whose name and 
address was given in answer to Question 2 
of the claim form S.1. As stated in the 
Board’s announcement of October 11, 1950, 
the contribution is payable as soon as 
possible after the determination has _ be- 
come final, provided the conditions set out 
in paragraph 16 of the Board’s pamphlet 
S.LA. are satisfied. 


Canadian Market Reports 


The Board of Trade has compiled much 
valuable information about the prospects of 
selling practically every class of gooas in the 
Canadian market. This information has been 
prepared by the U.K. Trade Commissioners 
in Canada. It is made available to U.K. 
manufacturers both individually through the 
provision of reports on a particular product 
and through Special Register notices about 
particular openings, and collectively in the 
form of general market reports circulated 
through the Register or other channels. In 
1949 it was decided to increase the quantity 
and scope of these market- reports in items 
selected as likely to present suitable openings 
in the fluctuating price conditions then 
current. Accordingly, reports were produced 
and issued as follows: building components, 
oilfield equipment (Alberta), domestic hard- 
ware, hospital and surgical equipment, 
brushware, hand tools, woodworking and 
sawmilling equipment, and home workshop 
woodworking equipment. These reports 
provide a full picture of Canadian market 
problems and prospects for the commodities 
in question. 


A WAREHOUSE AT LIVERPOOL 


The Joynson warehouse at Grundy-street, 
Liverpool (designed by Mr. A. Neville Holt, 
F.R.I.B.A., of Liverpool) was erected by 
Messrs. Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., of Liver- 
pool. Sub-contractors and suppliers engaged 
included: Structural steel, John Booth and 
Sons (Bolton), Ltd.; bricks for front eleva- 
tion, Sutton Heath and Lea Green Collieries, 
Ltd: bricks for interior, Burscough Abbey 
Brick and Tile Works; reinforcement (suoply 
and fixing), the Grip Steel Bar Company ; 
and electrical installation (including friction 
hoists and cathead gear), H. C. Woolliscroft 
and Co. An illustration appears on page 523. 
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TRADE NEWS 


An Appointment 


Mr. W, J. Snelling, general manager of 
the Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
Ltd., has been elected a director of that 
eompany. 


Timber House for U.S. 

What is believed to be the first timber 
house to be exported from Britain to the 
U.S.A. was recently shipped there by W. H. 
Colt, Son and Co., Ltd., of Bethersden, near 
Ashford, Kent. 


An Appointment 


The North British Rubber Company, of 
Edinburgh, announce the appointment of Mr. 
Leighton Smith as director of sales for the 
mechanical and general products division of 
the company. 


A Commemorative Brochure 


Jenson and Nicholson, Ltd., Carpenter’s- 
road, Stratford, E.15, have just published 
a brochure to commemorate the recent 
redecoration of the Mansion House, 
London. The company, who are the makers 
of Robbialac paints, supplied all the paints 
for the renovation which was carried out 
between 1948-50. 


New House of Commons 


In the new House of Commons Chamber 
much of the oak panelling has been carved 
from sections built to the required dimen- 
sions by means of synthetic resin glues. 
Some of this work is described in a pam- 
phlet, “ Aero Research Technical Notes No. 
76,” issued by Aero Research, Ltd., of Dux- 
ford, Cambridge, from which firm copies 
may be obtained. 


Timber-Saving Doors 


The cellular core and sandwich construc- 
tion of Jablo flush doors is said to effect a 
considerable saving in timber. The doors, 
which are manufactured by Moulded Com- 
ponents (Jablo), Ltd., Mill-lane, Waddon, 
Croydon, are made under Exton patent and 
are faced with either beech or gaboon 
veneers, and can be further faced with 
veneers of other decorative woods. It is 
claimed that the doors combine exceptional 
lightness with great strength. 


4 Scaffold Jib 


The British Hoist and Crane Co., Ltd., 
announce the introduction of their scaffold 
jib, which can be erected on any standard 
scaffolding and permits of a 360-deg. hand 
slewing movement. A variable radius pro- 
vides up to a maximum of 5 ft. and the jib 
is able to handle loads of up to 4 cwt. It 
is primarily designed to accommodate the 
“Saga Junior” winch, which this company 
introduced two years ago The jib can also 
be used in conjunction with a winch operat- 
og from ground level. 


Painting Specifications Book 

Pilchers, Ltd., paint manufacturers, have 
recently published a Painting Specifications 
Book and Catalogue which they have pro- 
duced in the form of a ready reference to 
assist architects and contractors. The speci- 
fications are arranged in a manner which 
enables the information to be found quite 
easily. By means of the index, the necessary 
preparation work can be seen and the 
recommendations for decoration and the 
actual painting from primer to finishing can 
be found by a turn of the page. The book 
also contains a number of colour charts. 
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Change of Address 


Vaughan Lift Engineering, Ltd., inform us 
that their new head office and works address 
is 5, Crompton-way, Crawley, Sussex. Tel.: 
Crawley 1220. 


US. Excavator on London Site 


During preparatory work carried out 
earlier this year on the site of a new block 
of offices in Savile-row, London, a 33-M 
dragline, manufactured by the Marion Power 
Shovel Co., of Ohio, U.S.A., was used to 
excavate some 8,000 cubic yards of material. 
The Marion 33-M has a 3 cu. yd. capacity. 


“ Building Topics ” 

A recent issue of “ Building Topics;” the 
house organ of Tretol, Ltd., contains an in- 
teresting article on designing with asbestos- 
cement which suggests some practical tech- 
niques for attractive use of this material. 
Other features include a survey of useful 
measures for weather protection and con- 
struction of flat roofs and parapets. 


Copper Bending Attachments 


To further the scope of their two-stage 
bending machine, Chamberlain Industries, 
Ltd., Staffa-road, Leyton, E.10, have de- 
veloped 2 in. and 3 in. copper bending 
attachments. In operation the straight line 
push of the ram is converted into the re- 
quired rotary motion. The main com- 
ponents of these attachments consist of the 
tube former, which is semi-circular in 
shape and the bending arm, which is located 
at the centre of the tube former and sweeps 
around its entire outside face. 
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A Resignation 

Mr. B.-P. Lawrence, director and general 
manager of the Merchant Trading Company, 
Ltd., has tendered his resignation operative 
from September 30. His duties have been 
assumed by Mr. Kenneth R. Slade, who has 
been associated with the company since its 
inception. 


Moss Rigg Greenstone 


Messrs. James Stubbs announce that Moss 
Rigg (Tilberthwaite) Greenstone can again 
be specified for architectural features, stair- 
cases, shopfronts, etc. This quarry is over 
300 years old, and many*architects will be 
glad to know that its products are once more 
available. Details are obtainable from 19, 
Gambier-terrace, Liverpool. 


Thermostatic Mixing Valve 


Walker, Crosweller and Co., Ltd., Whad- 
don Works, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, 
have recently developed a new thermostatic 
mixing valve, the Rada (Type R.2). This 
is a new design based on the same principle 
as the Leonard-Thermostatic mixing valve 
type R, and is intended for single-point 
applications such as shower and single wasb- 
basins. 


Middle Temple Hall 


Horsley, Smith and Co. (Hayes), Ltd., who 
were responsible for repairing the floors of 
the Middle Temple Hall when it was re- 
cently restored under the direction of Mr. 
Edward Maufe, R.A., F.R.I1.B.A., have now 
produced a special illustrated leaflet which 
contains an extract from some historical 
notes which refer to arrangements made for 
the repair of the flooring of the hall by a 
carpenter, John Fieldhouse, in 1729. 


New Terrazzo Finished Brick 


Messrs. A. Quiligotti and Co., Ltd., have 
recently developed a new type of general 
purpose brick having one face produced with 
a terrazzo finish. This product, which has 
been named “ Quil-Briks,” is available in a 
wide variety of colours and finishes, It is 
claimed that the cost of these bricks is so 
much lower than the average prices for 
glazed bricks that the overall cost of build- 
ing walls and partitions, etc., is reduced by 
40 per cent. 


Catalogues and Leaflets 


We acknowledge receipt of the following 
catalogues and leaflets:—“ Air Heaters” 
(Keith Blackman, Ltd. London and 
Arbroath), “ Villiers Service Tools for Four 
Stroke Industrial Engines” (The Villiers 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Wolverhampton), 
“The new Hymatic HMS 11 and 12, V-twin 
cylinder Double-Duty Compressor” and 
“Hymatic Spray Gun” (The Hymatic En- 
gineering Co., Ltd., Redditch, Worcs.), 
“Palabora Vermiculite for Lightweight In- 
sulation ” (Exfoliators (Vermiculite), Ltd., 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts.), “G. and T. 
Universal Laboratory Stirrer,” “ Microid 
Polishing Aluminas,” “Pyrex 5/8 in. bone 
Glass Pipe Lines,” ‘Stanton Balances,” 
“Microid Flash Shaker” and “G. and T. 
Cylindrical Oven ” (Griffin and Tatlock, Ltd., 
Kemble-street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2.), 
“Coles Electric Hoists” (Steels Engineering 
Products, Ltd., Crown Works, Sunderland), 
“Crittall Windows in Scotland” (Crittall 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 163, Bath-street, 
Glasgow, C.2), “ Electrostatic Precipitation,” 
“ Heating and Ventilation ” and “ Sturtevant 
Propeller Fans ” (Sturtevant Engineering Co., 
Ltd., Southern House, Cannon-street, 
London, E.C.4.). 
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Housing Tenders 


THE FOLLOWING CIRCULAR was recently 
issued to local authorities by the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland :—‘ I am direc- 
ted by the Secretary of State to say that he 
has been reviewing the progress of the hous- 
ing programme in order to ensure that the 
rate of completion of houses is maintained 
during 1951. 


“As you will recall some local authori- 
ties found difficulty in obtaining tenders 
timeously for the houses allocated in June, 
1949, for construction during 1950, and 
in order to enable all local authorities to 
plan their programmes sufficiently in 
advance, the allocations made this year for 
the purpose of maintaining progress during 
1951 were communicated to them in March. 
In the six months which have elapsed since 
then local authorities have no doubt been 
proceeding with the preliminary stages in 
connection with these allocations, and ten- 
ders for a substantial number of houses 
have already been approved. 


“The Secretary of State is anxious, how- 
ever, that tenders for the remainder of the 
houses should be obtained in good time so 
as to avoid any interruption in local authori- 
ties’ programmes, and he would be glad if 
local authorities would consider whether in 
order to secure this it is necessary to speed 
up their arrangements for planning and ser- 
vicing sites and obtaining house tenders. If 
progress is to be maintained it is essential 
that the majority of tenders for the alloca- 
tions made in March should be approved 
by the end of the year so that further allo- 
cations may be made as early as possible in 
1951. Local authorities should also ensure 
that once tenders have been approved there 
is no unnecessary delay in. bringing the 
houses under construction.” 


Renewal of Timber Licences 


A SIMPLIFICATION of the procedure for 
issuing licences for softwood and controlled 
plywood has been decided on by the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland following a 
recommendation by the Scottish Local Gov- 
ernment Manpower Committee. The object 
of the new procedure is to reduce the amount 
of work by local authorities and other bodies, 
while at the same time keeping the control 
which in the present shortage of softwood 
will be necessary for some time to come. A 
circular issued to local authorities and 
Regional Hospital Boards by the Department 
of Health states that from October 1 Govern- 
ment Departments have authority to over- 
stamp expired, but unused or partly used, 
licences issued during the preceding quarter, 
to make them valid for the next quarter. This 
arrangement will thus apply to licences issued 
from July 1 of this year, and any application 
for extension should be sent to the original 
issuing department, along with the expired 
licence, as soon as possible. 


The circular adds that most kinds of ply- 
wood are now free from control and that 
these arrangements will therefore apply only 
to Russian and Finnish plywood, Canadian 
and American Douglas fir plywood. 


Glenrothes New Town 


DeTaILs of the new town of Glenrothes 
were given by Mr. FRANK A. B. PRESTON, 
general manager, when he spoke at the 
autumn meeting of the Institution of 
Municipal Engineers at Dunfermline. 
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The town, he said, was expected to house 
about 3,500 miners, and about 30,000 people 
in all. By a process of sub-division, young 
children would be enabled to attend a pri- 
mary school within easy walking distance 
and, as all major roads were kept outside 
the precincts, the children would be less 
exposed to traffic dangers. 


Under a system of zoning the town into 
five major categories, two major zones had 
been set aside for new factory industry, one 
adjoining the town centre on the east and 
one adjoining the Leslie branch railway to 
the south. The industries to be encouraged 
would be chiefly light, and a proportion 
would employ women and girls. The major 
zone would adjoin the town centre for the 
convenience of worke:s and business interests, 
and for rapid and easy communication with 
the main roads. 


It was hoped, depending on public de- 
mand and support, to provide a covered 
sports centre within the town centre for 
indoor games such as bowls, ice skating, 
and swimming. There was also to be a town 
golf course. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation has approved plans for 
new nursery schoo] to be erected at The Northfield 
at est. cost of £70,000. Architect is Mr. Alexander 
B. Gardner, F.R.1.B.A., Municipal Offices, Broad- 
st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 

_Argylishire—Plans to be prepared for reconstruc- 
tion with additions to St. Colomba Church of 
Scotland, Oban, and for a town hall, at an est. 
cost of £12,000. Architects are Messrs. Thomas J. 
Beveridge & Dallachy, A.R.I.B.A., 248, West 
George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Ayrshire.—Gemmel! & Dunsmore, Ltd., Townhead 
Mills, Kilmarnock, are to erect new premises, con- 
sisting of a spinning and carding factory at site 
in Kilmarnock. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new public 
school at No. 2 Pollock site, est. cost £3(0,000. 
Architects are Waison, Salmond & Gray, F. & 
A.R.L.B-&., Central Station-bidgs., Main-st., Glas- 
gow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new houses 
at Gartloch-rd. reservoir site, for which the archi- 
tect is Mr. Archibald J. Jury, F.R.I.B.A., Housing 
to” Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, 








BOOKS FOR THE STUDENT 


ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING, 
PERSPECTIVE AND RENDERING 
ByC. A.FAREY&A.TRYSTAN EDWARDS 

2nd Edition, revised 
This standard work contains practical 
accounts of measured work, colouring, 
sketching, lighting, shading, etc. Over 80 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post, 21s. 9d.) 


ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING 
By G. D. HAKE & E. H. BUTTON 
2nd Edition, revised 
“It is an excellent little boek...should be 
in the hands of all young students of archi- 
tecture and building.""—The Builder. 97 
sketches and diagrams and 23 full page 
plates. 12s. od. net (by post, 13s. 2d.) 


TECHNICAL DRAWING FOR 
TRADE STUDENTS 
. By RAYMOND S. FORBES 
“It is inconceivable that a student working 
through this book should fail to equtp 
himself satisfactorily for the study of more 
advanced work.”"—Educational Development. 
6s. net (by post, 6s. 5d.) 
R’s METHOD OF PERSPECTIVE 
AT SIGHT 
By H. W. ROBERTS 
“‘Those who use this method will in the 
using come to perceive what perspective 
really is...'"—The Builder. In manilla folder 
and envelope. 
10s. 6d. net (by post, 10s. 10d.) 
Write for new Catalogue of books on Building 
Technique, now ready. 
B. T. BATSFORD LTB. 
Retail Dept. 
15 North Audley Street, Lenden. W.1 
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Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for Spillers, Ltd., 
Botawell-st., for alterations at the Scotstoun 
premises at Scotstoun Hill-rd. The architects are 
Frank Burnet Bosion & Bell, F. & A.R.I.B.A., 180, 
Hope-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Pians to be prepared for offices and 
alterations to canteen for Messrs. John N. Watson 
& Co., Ltd., at David-st. Architeets are James 
Taylor Thomson & MacCrae, F.R.1.B.A., 212, Bath- 
st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Kilmarnock.—Corporation to erect two com- 
munity centres, estimated to cost £2,700 each, at 
Shortless-cres. and Altonhill. The Council’s archi- 
tect is Mr. N. S. Sutherland, F.I.A.A. & S., Muni- 
cipal Offices, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. 

Kilmarnock.—New factory at Abbotshill-rd. at 
est. cost of £128.750. Architects are Wylie, Shanks 
& Wylie, 120, Blythswood-st., Blythswood-sq., Glas- 
gow, W.C.2. 

Lanarkshire.—Pians to be prepared for new halls 
at Swinton-dr., Hillington. Architect. Mr. Samuel 
Cowan, 44, Freedsmuir-rd., Glasgow, S.W.2. 


MINISTRY OF WORKS 
LECTURES 


—_— to be given during December in 
the Ministry of Works winter season of 

discussion-lectures on subjects of interest to the 
building industry are as follows :— 


December 4.—Maidenhead. “Good Practice in 
Domestic Drainage,” by F. J. Crabb. Town Hall. 7 p.m 

Dec. 4.—Derby. ‘Introduction to Site Costing for 
Builders,” by A. E. Chittenden. Derby Co-operative 
Provident Society, Ltd., Albion-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Dec. 4.—Manchester. ‘‘ Site Investigation,’”’ by N. W. 
B. Clarke. Gas Showrooms, Albert-sq. 7.15 p.m. 

Dec. 5.—Barnsley. ‘‘ Mining Subsidence Problems 
Affecting Housing Construction,’ by H. A. Whitaker. 
Mining and Technical College, Church-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Dec. 5.—York. ‘*Some Mechanical Aids Developed 
for Building, by K. G. H. Fryer. Tempest Anderson Hall, 
Museum-gardens. 7.15 p.m. 

Dec.5. Plymouth. ‘“‘ Essentials of Good Concreting,” 
by E. E. H. Bate. City Art Gallery, Tavistock-rd. 
7 p.m. 

Dec. 5.—Oldham. ‘“‘ Economy in Traditional House 
Building,’ by N. S. Pippard. Co-operative Hall, King-st., 
7.15 p.m. 


Dec. 6.—London. ‘ Powered Hand Tools,” by A. F. 


Coare. Hammersmith School of Building and Arts 
and Crafts, Lime-gr., Shepherds Bush, W.12. 7 p.m. 
Dec. 6.—Huddersfield. **“Some Mechanical Aids 


Developed for Building,’ by K. G. H. Fryer. Technical 
College, Queen-st. South. 7.15 p.m. 

Dec. 6.—Liverpool. ‘Foundation Problems,’ by 
L. R. Creasy. City Technical College, Byron-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Dec. 6.—Birmingham. ‘‘Some Noise Problems and 
Their Solution,” by W. Allen, Digbeth Institute. 7 p.m. 
“Good Practice in Plumbing,” 
Gas Show Rooms, Lower 


Dec. 6.—Nettingham. 
by G. Lloyd Ackers, 
Parliament-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Dec. 6.—Taunton. ‘‘ Essentials of Good Concreting,” 
by E. E. H. Bate. Municipal Hall. 7.30 p.m. 

Dec. 7.—Bristol. “Good Practice in Domestic 
Drainage,” by F. J. Crabb. Physics Lecture Theatre, 
Royal Fort. 7.30 p.m. 

Dec. 7.—Carlisle. ‘‘The Behaviour of Clay in 
Foundations,” by Professor W. Fisher Cassie. Creighton 
School, Strand-rd. 7 p.m. 

Déc. 7.—Shrewsbury. ‘‘ Composition and Applications 
of Paint,” by L. A. Walker. Technical College, Abbey 
Foregate. 7 p.m. 

Dec. 12.—London. ‘‘ Economy of Traditional House 
Building.” by N. S. Pippard. Hammersmith School of 
Building and Arts and Crafts, Lime-gr., Shepherds 
Bush, W.12. 7 p.m. 


Dec. 12.—Leeds. ‘‘Some Noise Problems and their 


Solution,” by W. Allen. City Museum, Park-row 
7.15 p.m. 
Dec. 12.—Stoke. “Plastering,” by H. Andrews. 


Building Dept., Technical College, Cauldon-pl. 7.15 p.m. 


Dec. 12.—Sunderland. ‘‘ Essentials of Good Con- 
creting,’” by S. White. Y.M.C.A., Little Theatre, 
Faweett-st. 7 p.m. 

Dec. 13.—Northampton. “Timber in Building— 


Factors Affecting its Behaviour and Durability,” by R. G 
Bateson. Public Library, Abington-st. 7.15 p.m. 


Dec. 13.—Newcastle. ‘‘ Essentials of Good Concreting,”’ 


by S. White. Literary and Philosophical Society 
Westgate-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 7 p.m. 
Dec. 14.—Devizes. ‘“‘Good Practice in Domestic 


Drainage,” by F. J. Crabb. Town Hall. 7.30 p.m. 











we | wy 


w 


te 


Se 


ew eS WY 





November 24 1950 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


Fer some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in ¢his number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the swb- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be ebtained. 
BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 28, 

*tHornsey T.C.—48 flats at Brooke-rd., Camps- 
bourne, Scheme No. 37. B.E. & &., Town Hall. 
Tenders by December 2] 

*tSuffolk and Ipswich Fire Authority.—Fire 
appliance room for new Fire Station, Mildenhall. 
E. J. Symcox (F.), County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by December 19. 

NOVEMBER 30. 

*tLincoin (Parts of Lindsey) C.C.—Superstructure 
for Police Buildings and Courts, Town Hall-sq., 
Scunthorpe. B. Pearson & Son (F.), 18, Dalton- 
sq., Lancaster. Tenders by January 6. 

*tNewcastle-upon-Tyne Regional Hospital Board. 
—Site preparation work for new centre, General 
Hospital, Newcastle. Sec., “Dimira,” Osborne-rd., 
Newcastle. 

*+Surrey C.C.—Three police houses at Woking. 
County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tSurrey C.C.—Reconstruction work at Gorringe 
Pe ll Sec. Boys’ sch., Mitcham. County A, Dep. 

2 2 

*tTrowbridge U.D.C.—44 houses at Studley Green 
site. Snailum, Huggins & Le Fevre, 18, Brock-st., 
Bath. Dep. £2 2s. (payable to U.D.C.). 


DECEMBER 1. 


Chatteris (Cambs) U.D.C.—Three blocks of 4 
houses at Tithe estate, London-rd. D. Charles- 
worth, surveyer, Grove House, Chatteris. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*tNorthampton C.B.—60 flats, Park-walk, King’s 


Heath. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. ‘Tenders by 
January 1. 3 
*tSouthampton C.B.—Conversion of ‘“ Home- 


lands,” Bassett-av., to home for aged persons. 
Bore’ A. Dep. £2. Tenders by December 30. 
DECEMBER 2. 

West Ashford R.D.C.—Erection of 44 houses with 
roads and sewers on the Town Mead _ housing 
estate.. J. R. Mann, A.R.LCS., A.M.T.P.L, 4, 
Kingsdewn-chbrs., Tankerton-circus, Whitstable. 
Dep. £2 2s 

DECEMBER 4. 

*Frome U.D.C.—Block of 6 garages at Green-la. 

3 H. Parkes, S., 22, Christchurch-st., West. Dep. 
.: 3 

Kettering T.C.—12 old people’s bungalows on the 
Stamford-rd. housing site. J. Patrick Haugh, B.E 
& S., 3, Gold-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Kettering My ats bungalows * Stamford-rd. 
estate B.E. & S., 3, Gold-st. Dep. £2 2s 

*+ Walthamstow: fg Tamworth- 
Aav., Highams Park, E.4. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 5. 

*tChesham U.D.C.—24 flats at  Victoria-rd. 
Powell, North & Sanders, Norfolk House, Station- 
rd., Chesham. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by January 8. 

*West Hartlepool C.B.—104 houses at Owton 
Manor estate. Boro’ A., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. 


£2 2s 
DECEMBER 6. 
“Northampton R.D.C.—32 houses at Duston 
estate. R. J, Miller, Architect, 1, Cheyne-walk, 
Northampton. Dep. £2 2s 


DECEMBER 7. 

“Calne and Chippenham R.D.C.—One block of 4 
and i pair of houses, etc., at Box; 7 pairs of 
houses, etc., at Corsham; 4 pairs of houses, etc., at 
Lacock- Bewley ; 1 block of 4 and 2 pairs of houses, 
etc., at North Wraxall-Ford. Edwards & Webster, 
32, Market-pl., Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £3 3s. 
each scheme. 

Manchester T.C.—Erection of (a) cty. prim. sch. 
at Button-la., Northern Moor, Wythenshawe; (b) 
cty. sec, sch. at Newall Green. Wythenshawe; and 
(c) ety. sec. sch. at Moss House, New Moston. 
City A., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. each. 

*tPenge U.D.C.—32 gag flats and 6 3-storey 
flats at Trenholme estate. E. & S., Town Hall. 


dacs ted 8. 
*Coulsdon and Purley 3 -y “heoama 
Brighton-rd., Hooley. S. Dep. £2 
*Croydon C.B.—Conve rsion of aie into 6 
flats. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


THE BUILDER 


DECEMBER 11. 

*Dunstable T.C.—44 houses. BS., 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Flintshire C©.C.—Contract 2 in connection with 
proposed Technical College, Kelsterton, a lng 
Quay. Deputy County A., Liwynegrin, Mold. Dep. 
£10 10s. 

*Mere and Tisbury R.D.C.—14 houses at 3 sites. 
G. Blair Imrie (F.), Teffont Magna, Salisbury. 
Dep. £1 1s. each site. 

*Nuneaton B.C.—Construction of War Memorial 
coe and the George Eliot Memorial Garden. 

B.S., Council House. Dep. £2 2s. ‘ 

Walsall T.C.—16 maisonettes in Green-la. M. E. 
Habershon, B.E. & S., Council House, Walsall. 


Municipal 


Dep. £3 3s. 
Wing R.D.C.—Eight pairs of houses at Stoke 
Hammond, nor. Bletchley, Bucks. H. A. Rolls, 


architect, 15, Bridge-st., Leighton Buzzard. Dep. 
2s. 
DECEMBER 12. 

Droitwich R.D.C.—One pair of bungalows and 4 
pairs of cottages at Hanbury. R. F. Fry, surveyor, 
Ombersley-st., Droitwich. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Sunderland C©.B.—Erection of Pennywell East 
Primary Junior and Infants’ schools. Wm. and 
T. R. Milburn, 17, Faweett-st., Sunderland. Dep. 
£2 2s. (payable to C.B.). 

DECEMBER 13. 

*Chelmsford T.C.—16 bungalows and 2 houses at 
Woodhall estate. B.E., S. & Architect, Municipal 
Offices, Duke-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Mablethorpe and Sutton U.D.C.—30 houses on the 


— rd. estate, _ Mablethorpe. atkins, 

‘coombes and Barrell, architects, Heslam-chbrs., 
191 High-st., Lincoln. Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 15. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—16 bungalows, West gs 


estate, Pinner. H. W. Rackham, E. & S. ep. 
£2 2s. 


*Harrow U.D.C.—36 pram shelters at Whitting- 
ton Way estate, Pinner. E. & S., Council Offices. 


Dep. £2 2s 
*Stepney B.C.—77 dueitoge at Vallance-rd. 
(Hughes Mansions). B.E. .¢ " eideat Offices, 


Duval-st. Dep. £28. 


DECEMBER 16, 

*Northfleet U.D.C.—24 houses at Coldharbour-rd. 
estate. E. & §., Counci] Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

Romsey and Stockbridge R.D.C.—26 houses at 
site No. 4, Broughton. Fowler and Grove, archi- 
tects, 140, ‘Lodge-rd., Southampton. Deposit £3 3s. 

Stroud U.D.C.—Ten houses at the Devereaux 
housing estate, Ebley. Council-chbrs., Stroud. 

DECEMBER 18. 
PM oy _— -—36 dwellings, Curls-la. site. 
. T. Read, B.E. & § 

“ aaa R.D.C.—Two pairs of houses, 6 pairs 
of bungalows, 1 house, and roads and sewers at 
West-st., Fontmell] Magna. J. Hoy, A.F.S. (Eng.), 
Council Offices, Bimport, Shaftesbury, Dorset. Dep 
£3 3s. 
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DECEMBER 19. 

*Barrow-in-Furness C.B.—Erection of R.C. Volun- 
tary Secondary school, Rating-la, B.E. & S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 21. 

Peterlee Development Corporation.—24 flats on 
the Thorntree Gill estate, Horden. A. V. Williams, 
general manager, Shotton Hall, Castle Eden, Dep. 

2 2s. 


JANUARY 1. 

*Newton and Lianidioés R.D.C.—Extensions te 
Pumphouse, etc. W. Herbert Bateman & Partners, 
Chesterfield House, Batheaston, Bath. Dep. £3 3s. 

JANUARY 4. 

‘Salford T.C.—Two-form Entry Junior and In- 
fants’ school at Duke-st. Director of Education, Ed. 
Office, Chapel-st. Dep. £3 3s. + 

JANUARY 5. 

*Walsall C.B.—First instalment of Forest County 
Secondary School, Hawbush-rd. H. H. Lavender, 
Son & Clare, architects, 65, Upper Bridge-st., Wal- 
sall. Dep, £4 4s. 

NO DATE. 

*Penrith U.D.C.—Eight houses for agricultural 

workers at Bowscar. §8., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 30. 

*+St. Helens E.C.—(1) Contra) ‘heating, hot and 

cold water pag | (2) electrical services at Carr 

Mill Infants’ sch. W. Gregory & Partners (Man- 

chester), Regent \Gasan 30, Cannon-st., Manchester, 
Dep. £1 1s. each. 

ECEMBER 1. 

t secemniathoentiien c0.c.—Clerk. 


DECEMBER 11. 
Buxton B.C.—Boro’ E. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 30. 

+Bilston B.C.—Roads, footpaths and kerbs (1) 
Stowlawn estate final street works (Contract Ne. 
88), (2) Loxdale industria} estate (Contract No. 89). 

E., 20, Wellington-rd., Bilston. Dep. £2 2s 

DECEMBER 4, 

Chester T.C.—Road, sewerage, etc., works om 
Blacon housing scheme. E. & S., Municipal Offices, 
43, Northgate-st., Chester. 

DECEMBER 5. 

*Rhondda U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at a 
Porth. C. Gingell (A.), A. e —" Housing A., 
Ystrad-rd., Pentre. Dep. 

pn sttnaci 14. 

*Eton R.D.C.—Roads and drainage at Datchet 
site. Sir John Brown, A. E. Henson & Partners, 
117, Sloane-st., London, S.W.1. Dep. £3 3s. 

*South Cambridgeshire R.D.C.—Water mains, etc., 
at Carlton and Steeple Morden. Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 15. 

Cannock R.D.C.—Roads and sewers, Primrose 
Park housing estate, Penkridge. Capt, W. J. Page, 
FE. 4. S., Council Offices, Penkridge, Stafford. Dep. 
£2 2s 

Southam R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works in various parishes. Richards and —— 
ton, consultant engineers, Cornwall-bldgs., 45, New- 
hali-st., Birmingham, 3. Two contracts. Total dep. 


£15 15s. 
DECEMBER 18. 

+Northampton C.B.—Sewage purification works at 
Great Billing. Boro’ E., Guildhall, Northampton. 
Dep. £10 10s. 

Wareham and Purbeck R.D.C.—Bloxworth water 
supply scheme. A. G. Tate M.B.E., E. & S., West- 
port House, Wareham, Dorset. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 21. 

Falmouth B.C.—Mainlaying, Contract No. 3, Fal- 
mouth waterworks. Rofe and Raffety, 3, Victoria- 
st., Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Extensions._Scheme to cost about 
£270,000 for extending and improving facilities at 
Battersea Polytechnic has been approved by the 

DL. Architects, Campbell Jones & Sons, 
Skinners’ “Hall, 9, Dowgate Hill, E.C.4 

Bethnal Green.—Weirare CextRe.—L ‘oc. Health 
Com, propose maternity and child welfare clinic at 
Peel-gr. 

Camberwell.—FPiats—W. H. Watkins, Gray & 
Partners, FP.R.I.B.A., 19, Grosvenor-pl., S.W.1, are 
architects for 20 flats to be erected on Ruskin Park 
House site for L.C.C. Est. cost, £52.2 

Camberwell.—Hovsinec.-«G. D, Walford & Part- 
ners, Byron House, St. James’s-st., 8.W.1, have been 
appointed quantity surveyors in connection with 
B.C.’s housing scheme, East Dulwich-rd. 

Finsbury.—Extenxs:oxs.—Campbell Jones & Sons, 
Skinners’ Hall, 9, Dowgate Hill, E.C.4, are architects 
for L.C.C. scheme for extensions at Northamptom 
Polytechnic. 

Greenwich.—Fiats, Etc.—Scheme has been pre- 
ared for 24 flate, laundry, etc., to be erected om 
Tughes Fields estate for L.C.C. 


(Materials.) 
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Hackney.—F1ts.—Scheme has been prepared by 
Va] Myer, Hart & Willis, FF.R.I.B.A., 22, Grosvenor- 
cres.-mews, Hyde Park Corner, §.W.1, for 30 flats. 
etc., on Noruawold-rd (No. 2) site for L.C,C. Est. 
cost, £59,900. 

Hammersmith.—Civs Room—W. H. Gaze and 
Sons, Ltd. 40, Conduit-st., W.1, are to erect a 
tenants’ club room at White City estate for L.C.C. 

islington.—F its AND Marsonettes.—B. C. Housing 
Com. propose developing Highbury New Park site 
in two stages by the erection of 108 flats and 
maisonettes (stage 1) and 29 flate (stage 2). A report 
and valuation is being prepared by 2 G. Sneath, 
F.R.I.C.S. Messrs. E, C. P. Monson, F./A.R.1.B.A., 
E.C.2, are to be appointed arshitects 
and O. E. Parratt, F.R.1.C.S., Adelaide ‘House, 
King William-st. E.C, 4, quantity surveyor. 

Walthamstow.—Pueiic CoNveNIENcES.—Boro’ A. 
has prepared plans for public conveniences on site 
adjoining Crooked Billet,’ Ching ford-i rd. 

Walthamstow.—I!ousres .— Boro’ A. to negotiate 
with J. Wilson and Sons for erection of 46 houses on 
Billet-rd.-Folly-la. estate. 

Walthamstow.—lIlouses.—Boro’ A to negotiate 
with C. & A. Catchpole, Ltd. for erection of 11 
houses at “‘ Oaklands”? and “ Maycroft,’’ West-ave. 

Waithamstow.—Ciassrooms.—Beard of Governors. 


120, M ee 





Forest School, College-p!., Snaresbrook, propose 
block of 12 classrooms. 

Walithamstow.—Sitrs ror Hovsinc.—B. C. to 
aequire eites of 10-22, Vernon-rd. for housing 


purposes. 
Walthamstow.—Sites ror 

acquire sites of 59-67, Higham 

purposes, 
Wimb.edon.— FLts, 


Hovsinc.—B. C. wo 
Hill-rd. for housing 


Maisonettes, Houses, Etc.— 
“@.C.C. Housing Com. propose developing Princes- 
way and Wimbledon Park Side (No. 2 and % sites. 
Scheme will provide 314 flats, 106 gute max 16 
houses, six laundries, 32 garages, etc. Total est 
cost, £855,950. Architect, Robert H. Matthew, 
* A.R.I.B.A., ‘Architect to the Council. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Acorington.—Church Council of St. 
field, propose completion of church. 
D. C. Townsend, Preston. 

Rickard Barker & Co., Ltd., ~~ 
Laburnum-tér., Ashington, have applied to U, 
for licences for further 11 houses. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.C. approved plans for ex- 
tensions to works, Margaret-st., for Rainwater 
Castings, Ltd.—B.C. to prepare specifications and 
= for three-storey buildings, Crowhbill 
estate. 

Bangor.—T.C. 


Paul's, Barn- 
Architect, 


Ashington. 





houses, Coed 


propose further 16 
e : Britannia-st., 


Mawr, and 12 Unity ” houses, 
Upper Bangor. Surveyor, C. Richard. 

Birkenhead.—B.C. to invite tenders for new 
police H.Q., at £59,000. Architects, Willink & Dod, 
Liverpool. 

Birkenhead.—B.C. approved plans for rebuilding 
of blitzed Argyle Cinema. Architects, Wm. 
Segar Owen, Palmyra-sq., Warrington. 

Blackburn.—T.C. propose early erection of 
hostels for aged. Works dept. to submit tender for 
78 houses, Green-la. site. Boro’ E., W. Pickstone. 
_ Brandon (Co. Durham).—M.H. has approved 
U.D.C.’s plans for 46 houses. U.D.C. architect, F. 
Hedley. Direct Labour. 
_Brighouse.—B.C. approved 
sions to foundry, Thornhills 
cock & Booth, Ltd.— 
Works, for Hopkinson & Shore, 
negotiate with Hare & Lister, Ltd., 
Stoney-la. estate—Propose six houses, 
estate (1950) and 20, Clifton (1951). 


for :—Exten- 
for Wood- 
Calder Dye 
Ltd.—B.C. to 
for 14 houses, 
Cain-la. 


plans 
_ Beck-la., 
-Extensions to 


Burntey.—E.C. propose girls’ sec. mod. sch., rear 
of Reodiey -dr. 
Cardiganshire. — C€.C. received Welsh B.H. 


approval] to loan of £50.000 for purchase of Queen’s 
Hotel. Marine-ter., Aberystwyth, for conversion to 
county offices. 
Chesterfield.—T.C. received 
37 acres between Westbrook-dr. 
for housing purposes 
Coventry.—T.C. propose new wholesale fruit and 
vegetable market at Old Triumph Works, at 
£306,128. City A., Donald E.°E Gibson,—T.C. seek 
loan of £21,648 for 14 police houses at various sites 
and £23,951 for 20 houses, Flynt-av., Allesley. 
Crook and Willington.—U. D.C. propose 28 houses 
and six shops and flats on Low Mown Meadows 
site, Crook; 25 houses, Howden-le-Wear, and 36 
on Vicarage site, Low Willington. Council’s arehi- 


approval] to develop 
and Ashgate-rd., 


tects, T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South 
Shields. 
Cumberland.—C.C. to acquire sites for police 


houses at Silloth, Armathwaite and Penrith.—C C. 
considering provision of central depot, Dalston.— 
County Planning Officer has prepared proposals for 
staff houses, Wetheral.—c.c has applied for 
sanction to borrow £190,600 in connection with new 
Workington Grammar Sch. 

Derby.—T.C. recommended to approve plans for 
extensions to cattle market, at £18,000. 

Derbyshire.—E.C. approved estimate of £46,350 
for Chapel-en-le-Frith sec. sch.—-Propose new lab. 
and improvement of sanitary annexes at Wirks- 
worth Grammar sch. F. H. Crossley, Cty. A. 

Derbyshire.—E.C. to submit following school 
schemes to M.E. for inclusion in 1961-2 programme: 
Staveley, Inkersall prim.; Chesterfield, Hasland 
jnr.; Alfreton jnr.; Ripley’ jnr. and inft.; Chester- 
field. Newbold jnr.; Eckington, Birk Hill inf. ; 
Alfreton, Somercotes jnr.; Scarcliffe Langwith 
Bassett jnr. ; South Normanton and Pinxton sec. 
mod. and Whitwell jnr. 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
GLASS DOWN AND GYPSUM PLASTERBOARD 


The Ministry of Works announce that, by arrange- 
ment with the manufacturers, the prices of all sheet 
glass were reduced by 5 per cent. as from November 
13. 

Following upon recent increases in costs, mainly 
of raw materials, the Minister of Works has 
authorised an increase of $d. per sq. yard in the 
selling prices of gypsum plasterboard (i.e., wallboard 
of all thicknesses, baseboard and lath) as from 





November 14, 1950. 








Durham.—C.C. propose a hostel, Winlaton, at 
£32,000, for old people. Architect, G. R. Clayton, 
C.A., Court-lane, Durham. 

Gateshead.—T.C. to erect 30 
estate off East-st. Chief A., H. J. 
bidgs., Swinburne-st., Gateshead. 

Hereford.—C.C. approved plans 
I«ominster, at £142,377. 

Huyton With Roby.—U.D.C. approved layout for 
169 houses on second portion of St. John’s-rd. East 
estate. 

Hyde.—B.C. approved 


houses ‘on new 
Cook, Municipal- 


for prim. sch., 


plans for:—Extensions, 
rear of No. 2, Clarendon-p]., for Froggatts Ware- 
houses, Ltd.—Layout for 196 houses, rear of 
Mottram-rd., “for R. Ollerenshaw.—Extensions to 
works, Frances-si. West. for Smith Bros. 
darrow.—Housing and Town Planning Com. have 
upproved redevelopment scheme for older part of 
town which includes blocks of flats, shopping 
centre and general business premisés. Boro’ FE 
H. T. Perkins. 

Kent.—C.C. and Maidstone R.D.C. propose fire 
stn., and houses, Marden. 

Lancs.—U.C. propose spending £43,000 on adapta- 
tion of Park Hotel as offices—C.C. propose three- 


hay ambulance stns. at Maghull (£7.900) and 
Kirkby (£7,800). Cty. A., G. Noel Hill.—E.c 
approved following estimate and seek loan for 


erection of nursery schools :—£12.810 for Middleton 
Acresfield; £12.800 for Middleton Moorclose; 
£13,340 for Eccles Alder Park; £13,505 for Mossley 
Micklehurst. Seek approval for first stage of 
brane library, Orrell, at £9,200 


Leeds.—T.C. seek Joan of £8,072 for bus garage, 
Torre-rd. depot. 
Liverpoo!l.—_Reg. Hospital Brd. approved scheme 


Heath Lane Hospital. 

has approved plans prepared by 
43, Imperial-Bldgs., 20, Exchange- 
for reconstruction of two waie- 
and Luton-st., for Joynson 


for improvements, 

Liverpool.—T.C. 
A. Neville Holt, 
st. East, Liverpool, 
houses, at Grundy-st. 
(Liverpool) Warehouses, Ltd. 

Longbenton.—U.D.C. to build 14 aged miners’ 
homes and also public conveniences at Burraden. 
Surveyor, A. C. Sweetman, 

Macclesfield.—T.C. propose meeting-hall, 
estate. Boro’ A. EF. A. Heppensta 

Manchester.—M.W. propose 60 flats, Strangeways 
Prison (commence 1951).—Further extensions con- 
templated at City Magistrates’ Courts, Minshull- 


Ivy-rd. 
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st.—Ferranti, Ltd., propose large factory, Wythen 


shawe estate. 


Market Drayton.—R. D. C.. propose 10 houses 
Hodnet and Moreton Say. ‘ ‘ 
Maryport.—U.D.C. to build 94 houses, Ewanrigg. 


‘approved plans for :—Extension 
4 at Cromer Ring Mill, Hilton, Foid-ia., for Cromer 
Ring Mill (1914), Ltd., Jubilee-rd.—B.C. to negoti- 
ate contract with Middleton Master Builders’ 
Federation for 16 houses. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions to be made to 
boys’ prepatory Scciool at St. Catherine’s Convent, 
Jesmond-rd. Architect, R. a Lambton House. 
Lambton-rd., Newcastie. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne._S. H. Lawson, Emerson 
chbrs., Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect for garage 
and offices for Smith & Barnes, Ld., tinsmiths- 
Glassiouse Bridge Works, Newcastle —City Council 
to acquire two acres at Fossway for new fire stn.— 
City Housing Com. to acquire 14 acres at Denton 
for housing purposes. _ 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —City 


Middleton.—B.C. 





Council’s long-term 


Scotswood-rd. 


plans include two new_ bus stns., 
- Percy-st., and additions to Worswick-st. bus 
lieuenstioupen:Tyne.—T.0. to build new head 


at £24,000. County A., 
Newcastie.—Plans by 
for girls at Blakelaw, 


ag ee for Lighting Dept., 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth- market, 
City A. for a sec. mod. sch. 
have been approved. 
Northallerton.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospitat 
Brd. to convert old infirmary buildings at Friar- 
age Hospital into residential quarters and teach- 
ing unit. Architects, Brierley, Syme & Leckenby 


ork. 

North Shields.—Cortract to be decided shortl) 
for construction of dry dock to accommodate 
vessels of 30,000 tons d.w. at Smi:h’s Duck Co., 
Ltd. Consulting engineers, T. F. Burns & Part- 
ners, 25, Victoria-st., London, S.W.1. 

Northumberland. C0. 0 proceed 
struction of Seaton Delaval railway 
about £43,000. . 

Otley.—U.D.C. propose six houses, Arthington. 

Penrith.—Cumberland E.C. included new sec. sch- 
in 1951 programme. Cty. A., J. H. Haughan. 

Rothbury.—R.D.C. to build 10 houses at Long 
framlington. Plans by J. M. Oliver, surveyor, 
Council Offices, Rothbury, Northumberland. 

Rugby.—R.D.C. propose 16 houses, Stretton-on- 
Dunsmore, and 16 at Wolvey. 

Runcorn.—U.D.C. approved 
customs office, etc., Percival-la., 


I.td. 

Salford.—T.C. to invite 
and alterations, Height Public Hall. 

Sedgley.—U.D.C. propose 16 houses, Hickmere- 
lands-av.; 28, Bird-st.. Boundary Hill; _ six, 
Kllowes-rd.; 48 Moden Hill; and 24, Gibbons Hill. 

Shefheld._Reg. Hospital ’Brd. propose new X-ray 
and casualty depts. at Leicester Roya] Infirmary ; 
new admission block at Saxondale, Radcliffe-on- 
Trent; additional female ward block at Ransom 
Sanatorium, Mansfield; wards for chronic sick 
and ‘nurses’ home at Scartho-rd. Infirmary, 
Grimsby; completion of scheme A at Balderton 
Mental Deficiency Colony.—Approved amended 
scheme for extensions at Blood Transfusion Centre 
Northfield-rd., Sheffield, at £10,000. 

Shrewsbury.—T.C. propose crematorium, 
rd. 

Shrewsbury.—Territorial and 
Association propose erection of new drill 
dorne-rd. Commence 1951. 

South Shields.—J. M. Angus, Hanover-sq., New 
castle-on-Tyne, is architect for premises, Green-la., 
for Simonside Social] Workmen’s Club (cost about 
£18,000). : 

Stalybridge.—B.C. 
to offices at Buckton 


with recon- 
bridge, at 


pump-house, office, 
for Petrochemicals, 


tenders for extensions 


Berwick 


Forces” 
Sun 


Auxiliary 
hall, 


anpreves plans for extensions 
Vale Printworks( for Calico 
Printers’ Association, Oxford-st., Manchester. 
Stockport.—B.C. approved plans for:—Research 
centre and lab., ‘“ The Woodlands,’’ Woodlands- 
dr., for B.E.A.—Redevelopment and extensions at 
Higher Hillgate Mills, Brentnall-st., for T. & 


Smith, Ltd.—Motor showrooms, Chestergate and 
New-st., for C. W. Eayrs, Ltd. 

B.C. to invite tenders for 95 houses and four flats 
at Brinnington estate—R.C. authorities propose 
prim. sch. at Bridge Hal] estate —E.C. seek loan 
of £47,360 for Reddish Vale inf. sch.—E.C. propose 


canteen at College of Further Education (£5,635) 
and approved sketch plan for proposed Offerton 
sec. mod. sch. 
Stretford.—New 
business firms at Stretford-rd. 
& Gomersall, Manchester. 
en a W. Turnbull, White House. 
Carlton, nr. Stockton-on-Tees, is architect for can- 


office block proposed by several 
Architects, Druiry 


teen, dance-hall, concert-hall and apprentices” 
school, Teesdale Ironworks, for Head, Wrightson & 
Co., 


Ltd. 
Wallsend.—Hether ington & Wilson, County-chbrs., 
52, Westgate-rd., Newcastle-on- Tyne, have pre 
pared plans for works shop and store, King’s -rd., for 
Minitor Works, Ltd.—Plans have been approved for 
new workshops for Wallsend Slipway & Engineer 
ing Co., Ltd—Associated Lead Manufacturers. 
Ltd., Newcastle, to erect buildings in Stephenson 
st., Wallsend.—Layout plans have been prepare 
by Boro’ E. (G. N. Teasdale) for 178 houses on 
second portion of Low Willington Farm estate. I! 
is proposed to place contracts with J. H. James, ot 
Wallsend, for 100 houses and with J. Armstrong, 
West Farm estate, Wallsend, for 60 houses on the 


estate. 
Walsall.—_E.C. seek M.E. approval 
of Mawbush-rd. sec. sch. (£121,650). 


for Stage 2 
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Warwickshire.—C.C. propose jnr. sch., College- 
st., Nuneaton. Cty. A., C, H. Elkins. 
Washington (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. has approved 
plans by N.C.B. for lamp cabin and medical centre 
at Wasdington “ F” pit. : 
Whitby.—U.D.C. Surveyor (J. R. Seward) is pre- 
paring plans for public conveniences on Marine 
Parade, West Cliff sports ground, near Spital 
Bridge, Pannett Park, and in Upgang-la. 
Wigan.—E.C. propose extensions to Woodfield 
jnr. sch. 1951 programme. we 
Workington.—B.C. approved additional class- 
rooms, St. John’s cty. inf. sch., for Cumberland 
C.C.—Central kitchen at Stainburn, for C.C. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. , 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. | 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 


ments. 
Alnwick.—18 houses for U.D.C. G. Beaty, Town 
Surveyor: *J. Sample, Warkworth, Northumber- 

land, £20,553. 


Berks.—Rebuilding of Cumnor Church Controlled 
Prim. sch., Oxford, for B.C. *T. H. Kingerlee & 
Son, Ltd., Oxford, £40,452. é 
Billingham-on-Tees.—Houses for U.D.C. in Rose- 
berry-rd. area. Architects, Kitching & Co., 21, 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: *Dawson _— (Estates), 
Ltd., Chateworth-gdns., Wilviston (36); *Lane, Fox 


& Co., Ltd., Norton-rd., Stockton (36); *Stephen 
Coates, Ltd., Langbaurgh-pl., North Ormesby, 
Middlesbrough (34 houses and four shops and 
houses). 


Canterbury City.—70 houses, London-rd. housing 


site. L. Hugh Wilson, City Architect: *Ringmer 
Building Works, Ltd., Ringmer, Lewes, Sussex, 
£20,476; *G, Lewis & Sons (Dover), Ltd., Widred- 


rd., Dover, £57,758. 

Carlisle-—Work on new College of Technology, 
for E.C.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., 
Carlisle, £213,700. : . 

Cumbertand.—Construction of rural police 
tions at Thursby and Wetherel, for C.C.: *d 
Graham, Carlisle. 

Darlington.—Erection of 12 houses for 
*L. C. Abdale, Weir-st., Darlington (6); 
Robson, Eason-rd., Darlington (6). ; 

Derby.—Second instalment of Normanton jun. 
sch., for E.C.: *Ford & Weston, Ltd., Osmaston- 
rd., Derby, £29,737. Stage II of Beaufort jun. and 
inf. sch.: *H. J. Warner, Ltd., Station-rd., Mickle- 
over, £16,631. 

Derbyshire.—Police houses for C.C. Two at Had- 
don-rd., Buxton: *Mr. G. D. Rogers, 5, Glebe-rd., 
Buxton, £4,690;' two with offices, garage, etc., aj 
Hockerley-la., Whaley: *C. N. Riddick, Ltd., 
Charlesworth-rd., Furness Vale, New Mills, £4,698; 
one at Baslow: *C. E. Gaunt & Son, Ltd., West 


sta- 


"0: 
—:, 'E: 


Bars, Chesterfield, £3,510. 

Durham.—Additions to Washington Alderman 
Smith Grammar School, for C.C.: *I. Berriman, 
Fence Houses, Co. Durham, £5,099. 

Durham.—Structura] steelwork in connection 


with the proposed Billingham New College of 
Further Education, for C.C.: *Wright, Anderson & 
Co., Ltd., Gateshead, £226,125. 

_Glasgow.—New service depot on the Byars-rd. 
site, Partick, for the South-Western Electricity 

ard. Wylie, Shanks & Wylie, F. & A.R.I.B.A., 
architects, 120, Blythswood-st., Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow, W.C.3. James Barr & Son, FF.R.I.CS., 
quantity surveyors, 212, St. Vincent-st., Giasgow, 
W.C.2. *Sir John Train & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—New warehouse and canteen at David- 
son-rd., S8.B., for William MacConnell & Co., Ltd. 
*R. MacGill, 100, Crownpoint-rd., Abercrombie-st., 
Glasgow, 8.B. 

Glasgow.—416_ houses at Milton housing scheme. 
Mr. Archibald J. Jury, F.R.I.B.A., architect, Coun- 
cil Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, 
Glasgow. *L. K. MacKenzie & Partners, Town- 
head, Glasgow, £601,418. 

Glasgow.—Works at various schools. Mr. John 
MacNab, F.R.I.B.A., architect, 129, Bath-st., Glas- 
gow, W.C.2. Heating engineering and_installa- 
tion at Priesthill-cres.-public school, Priesthill, 
*Richard Crittall & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £7,076. New 
kitchen work, nursery extension, reinforced work 
at Addiewell-st., *Drummond, Lithgow & Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow, £5,040. Heating ce and installa- 
tion at new prim. sch., Ashgilt-rd., Milton (site 


No. 4), *Steels Engineering (Scotland), Ltd., 

Glasgow, £6,199. 

Guildford.—34 dwellings, Georgelands, Ripley 
for R.D.C. Mr. J. W. Wilton. 


(two contracts), . 
E. & S., Millmead House, Guildford. Contract 1 
(10 dwellings): tSkinner & Jordan, 74, Bracken- 
path, Epsom, £10,148. Contract 2 (24 dwellings) : 
tSkinner & Jordan, 74, Bracken-path, Epsom, 
£24,297. 
Gwyfrai.—20 houses at Talysarn, for R.D.C.: 
R. I. Roberts, Bron Eifon, Upper Llandwrogg, 
Caernarvon. 

_Hawick.—40 houses at The Barnfoot housing 
site. Mr. George Bee, Master of Works and Burgh 
Engineer, Mnnicipal-bldgs., Hawick. Excavation, 
brick and building works, *Jahn Crow & Sons, 
‘ Ltd., West End, Edinburgh, £46,702. Slater and 
allied works, *James Miller & Sons, Hawick, £3,510. 
Plumber and sanitary engineering installation and 
electrical fittings and engineering, *Mardoch & 
Gardner, Ltd.. Hawick & *Miller & Tait, Ltd., 
Newington, Edinburgh. 
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Lanes.—Erection of Ormskirk 
gate Townsdip sch., for C.C.: 
Ltd., Burscough, £54,138. s 

Liverpool.—Two blocks of six shops, four houses, 
eight flats and 10 garages on the Speke estate: 
*Unit Construction Co. : ‘ 

L.C.C.—71 fiats in five blocks on the Usk-rd. site, 
Battersea :— 


Burscough Lords- 
*J. & R. Woods, 


Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich »-- £135,095 
Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield 133,287 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster ... 152,979 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... 131,567 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Lid., West- 

minster SEO ae Sh er ere 
Hall, Beddall & Co., Lid., Southwark ... 151,180 
Charles 8. Foster & Sons, Loughton, Essex 150,552 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster ee ... 130,013 
C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., Westminster 129,936 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 129,719 


Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 129,307 
*The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., West- 
re * Sep Sage 
Comparable estimate of the appointed architects, 
Messrs. Collcutt & Hamp, is £122,500. 
L.C.C.—A block of 16 flats and nine perambula- 
tor sheds on the Clapham Park estate extension, 
Wandsworth :— : 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone £39,500 
Gratton Wilson, Ltd., Stratford 38,560 


Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd., Belment, Surrey 36,341 
H. Parfitt & Sons, Ltd., Willesden ... ... 34,914 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., West- 
minster ee ie a 
The. Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 
re 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster as : ..- 34,379 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... 34,374 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth 34,314 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., Lewisham ... 33,391 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham __... 32,058 
W. F. Marshall, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, 
MOMS ocg sch ewe ane rt ae 
*Woodcock Bros. (Wimbledon), Ltd., 


Wimbledon ...  ... -s- sse sree 515680 

Comparable estimate of the director of housing 
and valuer is £30,789. 

L.C.0.—74 flats in three blocks, two houses and 
37 perambulator sheds on the Streatham-hill site, 
Wandsworth :— 


Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington ... £77,476 
Kirk and Kirk, Lid., Wandsworth... Pe Fc, 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham ... 76,985 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., Holborn 76,329 
W. J. Simms, Sons, & Cooke, Ltd., West- 
minster aie so one i oss ... 76,254 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... -- 76,113 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd.. Westminster... 75,736 
Taylor, Woodrow Construction Co., Ltd., 
St. Marylebone _... 2 os ak we |6Toal 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., West- 
minster TN PR Ba POE I 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster ... 73,894 
The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., West- 
minster i See ere 3,843 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 73,835 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury 994 


Comparable estimate of director of housing and 


valuer is £72,476. 
important 
” poo 


% perfect alignment 
* well soldered joints 
% steel cored cames 
* watertight glazing 
%& super finish” 
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L.C.C.—Erection of % flats in five blocks, a 
laundry and a clubroom, 53 perambulator sheds, 
and ancillary works on the Weir-rd. site, Wands- 
worth :— 

F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., E.C.2 ... £197,674 
M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., North Cheam, Surrey 196,736 


Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington... 195,798 
’. G. Minter, Ltd., Westminster ... . 194,264 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... 193,818 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... ... 193,779 
Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 192,061 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans. 058 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington ... ..- 190,744 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 190,588 
Cc. F. Kearley, Ltd., Chiswick «-. 189,969 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster 189,549 


*Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham .., ... 189,238 
Comparable estimate of the appointed architect, 
Mr. Arthur S. ‘Ash,’ is £187,865. 
L.C.C.—Erection of Fleet county primary school, 
St. Pancras, 
... £72,378 


A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham ... 72,000 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... 71,644 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Broad Street- 

place, B£.C.2 “a sie pres od .-- 70,150 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 70,009 
John Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill ... 334 
Cc. F. Kearley, Ltd., Chiswick eos eee 68,298 
Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 67,931 


*Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury .. ... ss 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £66,807. 
L.C.C.—Foundations and drainage and _ site 
works at Woodberry Down comprehensive high 


school (Stoke Newington and Hackney, N.) :— 

C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn ... --. £54,238 

Henry Boot & Sons, Ltd., Kensington ... 53,244 

M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 
Cheam ie aie ea 2 aes 53,235 

J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 53,104 


Holland & Hannen and Cubitt, Ltd., West- 


minster Re ea 
W. J. Simons, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., West- 

minster ate an ond cas pa «. 50,944 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham... 49,652 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster... 47,106 


*Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury .. ...  ...  ... 44 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £47,050. 
L.C.C.—War damage repairs and improvements 

oll. napa cl school (Wandsworth, Streat- 
Bernard Sunley & Sons, Ltd., Westminster £33,009 
Walker (Tooting), Ltd., Epsom _... ae 


Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth _ 29.447 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 28,420 
Truett & Steel, Ltd, Thornton Heath |... 27.826 
Courtney & Fairbairn, Ltd., Camberwell... 27,384 
A. _ Wait & Co. (Wallington), Ltd., 
Wallington ... en ae ee, FAS . 27,358 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Southwark 27,200 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth 26,967 
H. H. & F. Roll, Ltd., Epsom . 26,750 
C. H. Coates, Ltd., Surbiton ... 26,632 
J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Lambeth 26.294 
Grace & Marsh, Ltd.. Croydon... .. 25,867 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., Sutton ... .«.. 25,264 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd.. Croydon ... 24.898 


Comparable estimate of architect re sible’ 
work fe 300 chitect responsible for 
(Air Ministry).—Contracts to va 
£500 or over for week ended November 11 — * 
rg i work : G. H. Miller & Co., Ltd., London, 
E.7; G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., London, W.C.2; F. 
Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York; J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd. 
London, 8.W.1. Painting work: F. Parkinson & Son. 
Ltd., Blackpool. Installation of air conditioning 
Wilekdes Ga e London, W.1. 
I -0.W.).—Contracts plac .O.W. 
during week ended November 11 = ae 

London: Kidbrooke Guvernment estate, Recon- 
struction of post office stores, James Carmichael 
(Contrs.), Ltd., 331, Trinity-rd., Wandsworth, 8.W.8: 
Branch P.O., 291, ware-rd.. W.2, Occupational 
services, J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Cathless-rd., S.W.12. 
Anglesey (Wales): Llangefni, Erection of T.O.B., 
John Hughee (Con.}, Ltd., 12a, Holt-st.. Wrexham. 
Bedfordshire: Little Stanghton Airfield, Painting 
of hangars, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Chancellors 
Works, Croxley-rd.. London, W.9. Cornwall: Dun- 
m -rd., Bodmin Forest, Erection of one pair type 
B” houses for forestry commission, Turner & 
Ellery, Mount Folley, Bodmin. 

Devonshire: Chawleighweek Cross, Eggesford 
Forest, Brection of forestry commission houses, A. 
White & Son, Peoples Park-rd., Crediton; Challices 
Plantation. Eggeeford Forest. Erection of forestry 
commission houses, A. White & Son, Peoples Park- 
rd., Crediton; Cann Woods, Plym Forest, Plymouth, 
Erection of one pair “ B” type forestry commission 
houses, John Garrett & Son, Ltd.. Embankment-la., 
Prince Rock, Plymouth; Welsford Moor, Hartland 
Forest, Erection of one pair houses of forestry com- 
mission, J. E. Stacey, Inceworthy Building Works, 
Holesworthy. Nottinghamshire: M.N.I., George-rd., 
Carlton, Erection of hutted accommodation, G. A. 
Pillatt & Son, Ltd., Quorn-rd.. Havdn-rd., Notting- 
ham. Warwickshire: Midland T.E., Hill-st.. Bir- 
mingham, Internal painting and cleaning, W. J. 
Whittal & Sons, Ltd., 132, Lancaster-st., Birming- 
ham; Nat. Assistance Beard, ‘‘ The Sycamores,” 
Erdington, Birmingham, Erection of T.O.B., 8. W. 
Slaughter & Sons, Ltd., 56. Petershore-st., Birming- 
ham 5._ Wiltshire: White Lodge Copse, Braydon 
Forest, Erection of one pair type ‘“‘ B” and one F/F 
type houses for forestry commission, E. A. Hider, 
Lid., High-st., Malmesbury. Yorkshire: H.P.O., 
Forster-sq.. Bradford, Internal redecoratiens, Had- 
son & White, Ltd., Gollege-rd. Works, Bradford, 
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GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed Lothian : Road and hardstandings, R. Baillie & Sone, NEW COMPANIES 


by War Depi during week ended November 11 :— Hadd:ngton. Midlothian: Road work, The Neu- : ; 
Glamorganshire : Prowse on of playing fields, chatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., Glasgow, Notts: Pro- THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES registered in 





Clark & Co., London, 8.W.1. Lancs: Building work, vision ring water main, A. H. Taylor (Nottingham), 
Geo. Moss & Sons, “Ltd. Leigh, Lancs. East Ltd., Attenborough. Wilts; Miscellaneous work, England and Wales have been announced by 
——— E. J. G. Morgan, Ltd.. Frome. London : Miscel- Jo:dan and Sons, Ltd., company registration 





laneous work, A. Robinson (Builders and Contrac- * 

tors), Lté.. Harrow. Surrey: Miscellaneous work, agents :-— 

Stephen Wheeler, Lid.. Wallington. ; Martin-Leam, Ltd. (485,915). Regd., September 1, 
Maidstone.—Two houses and 4 flats, High-st., 459a, Grimsby-road, Cleethorpe:, Lincs, plumbers, 





Stap!ehurst. *W. H. Bensted, £7,276. glizing contractors, gas, waier, heating, refrigerating, 
Morpeth.—Six houses at Broom: iil, for R.D.C.: Sanitary and genl. engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 
"A. KR. Robertson. Park View, Blyth, £6541. = pir: C. L. Martin, 51, Duubney-street, Cleethorpes 
| Nau pre ? Seagrave-rd, Dir-: C. L. : 1. Da i i 
aaa pol ” e 2 pamLeye ts Lincs. Nind Bros., Ltd. (485-918). Regd., September 1, 


Strelley estate. for T.C.: *W. H. Herries, Ltd., ‘ ‘ 
Foxhiil- < Carlton, £26, 190. Ludgate-house, Ludgate-circus, E.C.4, bldrs., decorators, 


Oundle ‘and Thrapston. —30 houses for R.D.C. etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: J. L. Nind and F. S. 
Gotch, Saunders & = Surri idge, architects, Bank- Nind, 144, Croxted-road, W. Dulwich, S.E.21. Matthew 
chbes., Kettering. 12 houses at Brigstock: *G. R. Toft and Co., Ltd. (485,939). Regd., September 1, 103, 


Beeby & Son, Ltd., Woodford, £16,495; 12 houses at 2 erage 
King's Clie, *Diaty & Cs, bad, Windee,, cee eee oe ee en, oe ee 
Ket.ering, £16813; six. houses at Southwick: Dir. : M. Toft, 103, Benneriey-road, $.W.11. Leybridge 
*Tavlor & Jones, Lid., Nassington, £8.553. Builders Supplies, Ltd. (485,936). Regd., September 1, 


Paterborough. — Houses for T.C.: *T. Measures & 222, Boundary-road, Walthamstow, E.17. Nom. cap. : 


Sons, Lid... 61, Dickens-st., Peterborou; gh (6); £500. Dir.: A. G. Jones, 141, Evering-road, N.16. 

*G. H. Readhead. 165, Weal: and- rd, (2). F. J. Voisey & Co., Ltd. (486124). Regd. Sept. 7, 
Rotherham.—72 houses, Broom Valley estate, for 3, Beckington-walk, Knowle, Bristol, builders and 

B.C. E. J. Mason, A M.Inst.C.E., Boro’ E., Muni- etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: F. J 





cipal Offices, armenia Quantities by Henry a 

Vale & Sons, Wo!lverhz ton: *O. Weaver & Sons, N 

Ca ee Cecil H. Jones, Ltd. (486219). Regd. Sept. 11, 275, 
Smethwick,—Inf. sch. at Hamilton-rd., for E.C.: Days-lane, Sidcup, Kent, builder and contractor. Nom. 

*T. Wellings & Son, Lid., 57, Waterloo-rd., Wolver- cap.: £1,000. Dir.: C. H. Jones. 

hampton, £31.409. Adams Bros. (Contractors), Ltd. (486246). Regd. 





South Shields.—Construction of iron-ore discharg- g, 12, 9. ; 
ing quay at, Tyne Dock, 867 ft. long and 94 ft. wide, See ee bey “'~# 


. s 
National membership over for the. Ty ne Improvement Commissi op “ees R. C. Adams, 29, The Glade, Old Coulsdon, Surrey. 


Consuiting engineers. Rendel Palmer and 


London. §.W.1: *Yorkshire Henne. _ C. G. Slater & Co., Ltd. (486286). Reg. Sept. 13, 3, 


125, Victoria-st., 
bioue Contracting Co., L’d., Leeds. £381.€87. Reform-terr., Bolham, Tiverton, builders, etc. Nom. 
Stockport.—29 houses and two flats at Brinning- cap.: £5,000. Dir.: C. G. Slater. 
; O 000 ton Neighbourhood Unit, for B.C.: *G. A. Lomas, Apex Contracting Co. (Birmingham), Ltd. (486310). 
J Ltd., Stockport. Regd. Sept. 14, 212, Broad-st., Birmingham, steeplejacks 


Stockton-on-Tees.—Alterations to Inland Revenue : : knee 
“Heslop & constructional engineers, building contractors, etc. 


bidgs., Danecat-st., Stockton-on-Tees: - . 
Hall, Ltd.. Andrew-st., West Hartlepool. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: W. H. Parish. 

















i Uttoxeter.—24 houses, Mayfield, for R.D.C. E. & Gilmour’s (Scotland), Ltd. (486328). Regd. Sept. 14, 

Twenty Branches m the S., Council Offices. Northgate, Uttoxeter: *O’Dair 2/2a, Herbert-st., Stretford, Manchester, builders, etc. 

Eastern Counties — a. s Uttoxeter-rd., Team, Stockton-on-Tees, ~— ps gc Dir.: F. Gilmour, 201, Urmston- 

Wallsend.—Erection of 38 houses north of Archer- wy 7 on & ag Ltd, (486391) Reed. Sept. 15, 19 

Bedford Berkhamsted st.. for TC. Boro’ E, G. N. Teasdale: *J._ E. - Style » Ltd. 1). Regd. Sept. 15, 19, 

Cambridge Canvey Island Gardner, Ltd.. Cu'hbert’s-rd., Wallsend, £42.145. Cotham-rd. South, Bristol, builders, etc. Nom. cap.: 
Ww abeait Erection of shops and flats, for B.C.: £1,000. Dir.: J. M. Style. 

Clacton-on-Sea  Celchester *Rock & Downes, 115, Walsall-rd., Aldridge. £6.488. Chilton Industrial Services, Ltd. (486392). Regd. 

East Herts. Gt. Yarmouth Fey ——*; ae agg pe ach > os al Sept. 15, 30/32, Grey-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, contractors 

i ; church council: *Foster & Dicksee, Ltd. ugby F ; J : 

Ipswich Kettering £10 000 ath ’ , BY; to constructional engineers, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

Lowestoft Luton Wil‘on.—Two houses and 2 bungalows at Pitton, es ee ee sees ee ne 
nr. Salisbury, Wilts, for R.D.C. *P. Jenkins, £5.770. J. E. Megoran & Son, Ltd. (486373). Regd. Sept. 15, 

Norwich Peterborough Wilton.—Erection of pair of houses at West Dean Bland’s Opening, Front-st., Chester-le-Street, builders, 

Rayleigh Rushden pe Boge ree ~ ni = rege, Pe £3, “te “; etc. Nom.cap.: £700. Dir.: J. E. Megoran, Tynedale, 

4 00: reen.—S:x flats at ar}borough-r for Bland-la., Chester-le-Street. 

Sheringham Southend-on-Sea B.C. B.E. & S.. Town Ha!l: *Stox (Contractors), 

Spalding Wellingborough a Empress ‘Works, Borsham-rd.,. Wood Green, Sa 
pores New schools = -s ae, ‘4 ‘ 
3irchen Coppice jun.: *A. . Guest, Ltd., yal- 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION : beurne Brook, Stourbridge; Lickey prim. ech : THE ESSEX STEEL 


*Wm. Weaver, Ltd., 22, Birmingham-rd., Broms- 


£4.4.0 nd 
, SCAFFOLDING -. 


Prompt and efficient assistance 


for any Member in difficulty. WOOD BLOCK SMART'S LIANE 


Periodic Bulletins giving vital 


—— FLOORS LOUGHTON. ESSEX 
a STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. kee ee eee 


G. M. WILLIS, Regional Secretary, 
: Victoria Works, SALES HIRE 


53, HILLS ROAD, CAMBRIDGE. 
Telephone: Cambridge 57401. Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 ee CRADLES 







































































GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 





WATerloo 5474 
Troe Gojerabions of Building a 






HEAD OFFICE: 
34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C4 
Tel.: CHAncery 7901-4 















































YVOH YNVYA ‘H AQ ..Aapjing ay, 4of umvip Ayojvads sayias y 


uoIDg S1IUDLY JO Joy) $1 anjols ayy “uu SAv«AD ‘asvnbs-yinog ‘]joH ays fo uoljanajsuosay—¢ | °ON ‘NOQNOT ONIONVHD 


Wy) 





] t : 
Ty i. 
Sm ca 


WY) 
AN 


\ 
\\ , 
\\\ ; 


\ AY, Sk 
\\ oa) 
\ 


The Builder December 1 1950 











